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Jerry Brown is entering his final days
in public life and heading for a Califor-
nia ranch with his wife, Anne. PAGE A14

NATIONAL A9-14

A Go-Go Governor Goes
Months after a deadly synagogue at-
tack, museums like the Mattress Fac-
tory, above, offer inspiration. PAGE C17

WEEKEND ARTS C1-26

In Pittsburgh, Healing Art

A Trump club ex-worker said she didn’t
get Secret Service vetting after saying
she was undocumented. PAGE A13

Shielded From Scrutiny
We asked three experts to discuss a
report that calls for artwork in France
to be sent back to West Africa. PAGE C17

Returning African Treasures
Kara Swisher PAGE A19

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19

It was called the coming L train
apocalypse: a 15-month shutdown
of a major subway tunnel between
Manhattan and Brooklyn that
would cause one of the biggest
transportation disruptions in New
York City’s history, affecting
250,000 daily riders.

On Thursday, though, Gov. An-
drew M. Cuomo announced an un-
expected reprieve, saying that en-
gineers would use a new technol-
ogy from Europe to make critical
repairs to the tunnel without hav-
ing to close it entirely.

The original plan would have
shut the tunnel’s two tubes, start-
ing on April 27, to repair damage
from Hurricane Sandy’s flood-
waters in 2012. Mr. Cuomo’s new
plan could take about the same
amount of time, but would keep
full train service during weekdays
and close just one of the tubes on
nights and weekends.

The news was a head-spinning
turn of events for Brooklyn resi-
dents who had rearranged their
lives in anticipation of a shutdown
that would have severed their life-

line to Manhattan. They moved
apartments. Changed jobs. Plot-
ted new commutes. Rethought
their social lives.

Of course, the announcement
was also celebrated by New York-
ers who rely on the line. Jocelyn
Crespo, 35, who lives in Williams-
burg, Brooklyn, described herself
as “very relieved.”

“It gives us more options to get
into work and opportunities to get

to our friends,” she said.
But Mr. Cuomo’s announce-

ment also raised a host of ques-
tions: Would the new technology
work? Has it been effective else-
where? Why did the governor
wait until the last minute to do
this? Transit advocates wondered
how much the construction would
cost and raised questions over 

Heads Spin as Cuomo Halts L Train’s Full Closing
By EMMA G. FITZSIMMONS

A new plan would affect service only on nights and weekends.
JOHN TAGGART FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A17

WASHINGTON — He loved to
travel around Russia by train, col-
lected tea glass holders stamped
with Russian historical scenes
and maintained social media
friendships with ordinary Rus-
sians, from a hairstylist to retired
members of the country’s military.

Now Paul N. Whelan, a former
United States Marine and current
security chief for BorgWarner, an
international auto parts manufac-
turer, has been accused of espio-
nage by Russia and is in solitary
confinement in Moscow’s notori-
ous Lefortovo Prison — long used
by the K.G.B. and its successors
for Soviet dissidents and foreign
spies. The United States govern-
ment refused to publicly discuss
Mr. Whelan’s status in detail, but
former C.I.A. officers said they did
not think he was a spy.

Whatever the truth, Mr. Whe-
lan, 48, has become the latest
pawn between Russia and the
United States as rising tensions
take on the cast of the Cold War
years, when espionage charges

and spy swaps were common. Mr.
Whelan’s arrest comes after a
Russian woman, Maria Butina,
admitted to being involved in an
organized effort, backed by Rus-
sian officials, to lobby influential
Americans in the National Rifle
Association and the Republican
Party and pleaded guilty on Dec.
13 in Federal District Court in
Washington to conspiring to act as
a foreign agent.

On Thursday, Russian authori-
ties formally charged Mr. Whelan,
who could face up to 20 years in
prison if convicted, his lawyer,
Vladimir A. Zherebenkov, said in
an interview. Current and former
officials said it was possible Mr.
Whelan was seized to exchange
him for Ms. Butina.

There is little doubt that Mr. 

Is a Russia-Loving Ex-Marine a Spy, or a Pawn?
By JULIAN E. BARNES

and NEIL MacFARQUHAR

Paul N. Whelan is in solitary confinement in a Moscow prison.
WHELAN FAMILY, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Maybe the markets were not
overreacting.

With the United States econ-
omy posting solid numbers last
year, the alarming signals coming
out of stock and bond markets
seemed out of whack with the real
world. President Trump’s belli-
cose trade actions were a concern,
but hiring was strong and corpo-
rate earnings were surging.

But this week, companies have
issued warnings about the health
of their businesses that suggest
investors were right to be worried
about growth. On Wednesday, Ap-
ple reduced its revenue expecta-
tions for the first time in 16 years,
citing weak iPhone sales in China.
On Thursday, Delta Air Lines said
its fare revenue, while growing,
would fall short of the company’s
earlier forecast. And the Ameri-
can manufacturing sector slowed
sharply last month, according to a
closely watched index released
Thursday.

In the coming weeks, scores of
companies will report their
fourth-quarter results. A senior

White House economics official
acknowledged that there could be
a torrent of bad news from corpo-
rate America.

“It’s not going to be just Apple,”
Kevin Hassett, the chairman of
the White House Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers, told CNN on
Thursday. “There are a heck of a
lot of U.S. companies that have a
lot of sales in China that are basi-
cally going to be watching their
earnings be downgraded next
year until we get a deal with
China.”

He seemed to suggest that was
not necessarily bad, because it
could help the Trump administra-
tion achieve its goal of getting
China to make trade concessions
to the United States.

Those comments did little to as-

Companies Hint That Investors
Are Right to Fret About Growth

By PETER EAVIS and BINYAMIN APPELBAUM

Continued on Page A12

No sooner had the news of an
impasse come out of a meeting
room in Washington than thou-
sands of miles away, on an island
in the Pacific, Tomas Kaselionis
had to start making decisions.

“For me, it’s do I consider a car
payment or do I pay the gas bill or
the phone bill?” said Mr. Kaselio-
nis, who is working on typhoon re-
covery for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, un-
paid and far from home in the
United States commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.
“Those are conversations within
the next week that I have to have
with my wife.”

By Saturday, the federal gov-
ernment will have been shut down
for two weeks, a full pay cycle for
federal workers. If the shutdown
lasts through Monday, it will sur-
pass the one of 2013, and if it lasts
beyond the following Saturday, it
will be the longest shutdown in
United States history. Politicians
have said they were hopeful that

the standoff could be over in a
matter of “days and weeks,” a re-
assurance that rang hollow to
hundreds of thousands of federal
workers who were not getting
paid.

“They have to realize that this
affects everyday people,” said Ray
Coleman Jr., a corrections officer
who teaches G.E.D. classes at a
federal prison in Florida and is
president of his local union. “It af-
fects the boots on the ground. To
me, it’s like a political chess game
that they’re playing, and we seem
to be pawns.”

By Thursday, fallout from the
shutdown was spreading fast. The
chairman of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission announced
on Twitter that the agency would
“suspend most operations.”

Federal court proceedings, to
the irritation of judges, slowed as
government lawyers asked for
stays. The Justice Department
asked to delay a hearing on a suit
brought by the N.A.A.C.P. over the
Trump administration’s census
preparations. And a much-antici-

Workers Sweat Out Shutdown:
‘The Stress Level Is at 1,000’

This article is by Campbell Rob-
ertson, Mitch Smith and Alan Blind-
er.

Continued on Page A11

SPENDING WOES Chinese con-
sumers are buying less, just when
the global marketplace could use
their purchasing power. PAGE B1

WASHINGTON — Ebullient
Democrats assumed control of the
House on Thursday and elected
Representative Nancy Pelosi of
California speaker, returning her
to a historic distinction as the first
woman to hold the post. They then
moved to defy President Trump
and passed bills that would open
government agencies shuttered
by an impasse over his insistence
on funding for a border wall. Both
measures are almost certain to die
in the Senate.

On the first day of divided gov-
ernment in a reordered Washing-
ton, Ms. Pelosi, now second in line
to the presidency, and Mr. Trump
clashed from their respective
ends of Pennsylvania Avenue al-
most from dawn until dusk.

The California Democrat began
her day by suggesting that a sit-
ting president could be indicted.
Late in the day, Mr. Trump made
an attention-getting appearance
in the White House briefing room
with a belligerent demand for a
wall on the border with Mexico,
drawing a rebuke from the newly
installed House speaker, who said
she would give no more than a dol-
lar to fund what she branded “an
immorality.”

In between, as the start of the
new House showcased a younger
and more diverse majority in the
staid corridors of the Capitol, Ms.
Pelosi pledged to run a “unifying”
Congress that would bridge parti-
san divides and heal rifts in a po-
larized country.

“Our nation is at a historic mo-
ment,” she declared. “I pledge that
this Congress will be transparent,
bipartisan and unifying, that we
will seek to reach across the aisle
in this country, and across divi-
sions across our nation.”

In ascending to the speaker-
ship, Ms. Pelosi finds herself at the
fulcrum of a bitterly divided body
politic, poised to do battle with and
demand accountability from an in-
creasingly combative Mr. Trump
in ways that the Republican Con-
gress of the past two years re-
fused to. With Mr. Trump, his pres-
idential campaign and his busi-
nesses all under federal and state
investigations, Ms. Pelosi’s ap-
proach to confronting him — both
through investigation and legisla-

Pelosi Rises to Speaker,
Firing First Shots in Era
Of Divided Government

House Passes Bills to
Fund Government,

Defying Trump

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

Continued on Page A10

WASHINGTON — For weeks,
Senator Mitch McConnell, the Re-
publican leader, has remained
conspicuously on the sidelines, in-
sisting that it was up to President
Trump and Democrats to negoti-
ate an end to the partial shutdown
of the federal government.

But with the shutdown soon to
enter its third week, and Mr.
Trump dug in on his demand for $5
billion to build a border wall, Mr.
McConnell for the first time is fac-
ing pressure from members of his
own party to step in to resolve the
stalemate that has left 800,000
federal workers either furloughed
or working without pay.

By absenting himself, Mr. Mc-
Connell had hoped to push the
blame for a prolonged shutdown
onto Democrats while protecting
Republicans running for re-elec-
tion in 2020 — including himself.
Much as Democrats did in 2018,
Republicans will face a difficult
map in 2020, with a handful of in-
cumbent senators facing re-elec-
tion in swing states or states won
by Hillary Clinton in the 2016 pres-
idential race.

But on Thursday, as a new era of
divided government opened in
Washington, perhaps the most
vulnerable Republican, Senator
Cory Gardner of Colorado, broke
ranks to become the first member
of his party to call for an end to the
shutdown — with or without Mr.
Trump’s wall funding.

“I think we should pass a con-
tinuing resolution to get the gov-
ernment back open,” Mr. Gardner,
whose state has a heavy federal
presence, told The Hill newspa-
per. “The Senate has done it last
Congress, we should do it again to-
day.”

A second vulnerable Republi-
can, Senator Susan Collins of
Maine, one of the chamber’s most
moderate members, said Thurs-
day that she would support sepa-
rating homeland security funding
from the other bipartisan appro-
priations bills already approved in
committee to reopen much of the
government — as Democrats
have proposed. But Mr. McCon-
nell is refusing to take up the Dem-
ocrats’ measures.

“It would be great to have them 

Nancy Pelosi wielded the gavel Thursday, calling for a “transparent, bipartisan and unifying” Congress in her second stint as speaker.
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Pressure Building on
McConnell to Get

More Engaged

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
and NICHOLAS FANDOS

Continued on Page A10

Reaction in China was subdued — a
sign that the novelty of space missions
has faded, and of the nation’s political
and economic anxieties. PAGE A7

INTERNATIONAL A4-8

Muted Over Moon Landing

A Saudi prosecutor asked that five of
the 11 suspects charged in the death of
Jamal Khashoggi be executed. PAGE A6

Request in Khashoggi Case

Virtual assistants that respond to your
voice. Next-generation networks. This
year’s consumer technology trends may
have a familiar ring. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-6

A Portfolio Heavy on A.I.
A federal judge has blocked a city law
intended to curb Airbnb rentals while a
lawsuit is resolved. PAGE A17

NEW YORK A16-17

Strict Airbnb Law Is Blocked

The city was to start a discount fare
program for low-income riders on Jan.
1. The rollout has been a mess. PAGE A16

Transit Fare Relief Is Delayed

The Huskies’ 126-game regular-season
basketball winning streak ended with a
loss at Baylor. PAGE B9

SPORTSFRIDAY B7-10

Historic Loss for UConn Women

A year of sales driven by fleet pur-
chases is one of several warning signs
for the auto industry. PAGE B1

Signs of a Slowdown for Autos

Herb Kelleher, 87, made Southwest
Airlines a behemoth with low fares and
good customer service. PAGE B11

OBITUARIES B11-12

Reshaped the Airline Industry

Late Edition
Today, some sunshine, then increas-
ing clouds, mild, high 47. Tonight,
mostly cloudy, periodic rain late, low
40. Tomorrow, cloudy, rain tapering
off, high 44. Weather map, Page A15.

$3.00



There’s not
much you can
do about cold
weather, but
there are ways
to look better in
it. Right, a
Charlotte Si-
mone trapper
hat. PAGE D3
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Fashionably
Toasty
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RICHMOND, Va. — The third-
ranking elected official in Virgin-
ia, Attorney General Mark R. Her-
ring, acknowledged Wednesday
that he had worn blackface at a
party as an undergraduate stu-
dent, deepening a crisis that has
engulfed the state’s Democratic
leadership.

Then, just two hours later, a
woman came forward to describe
in detail her accusation that Lt.
Gov. Justin E. Fairfax had sexu-
ally assaulted her in 2004, an ac-
cusation he denies.

The back-to-back revelations
threw the Capitol into a state of
uncertainty about who would lead
Virginia, coming less than one
week after the disclosure of a rac-
ist photograph on the yearbook
page of Gov. Ralph Northam led to
demands for his resignation.
Grim-faced legislators rushed
through the hallways, shaken by a
series of allegations and confes-
sions that threatened to cripple
the Virginia government’s three
leading officials.

Amid the tumult, Democratic
lawmakers were all but paralyzed
in the face of a deeply painful se-

CRISIS IN VIRGINIA
GROWS, TANGLING
3RD TOP OFFICIAL

DEMOCRATS UNDER FIRE

Attorney General Admits
Wearing Blackface to

a Party in College

By JONATHAN MARTIN
and ALAN BLINDER

Attorney General Mark R.
Herring, a Virginia Democrat.

WIN McNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES
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WASHINGTON — The House
Intelligence Committee on
Wednesday began a broad inquiry
into whether Russia and other for-
eign powers may be exercising in-
fluence over President Trump,
acting only hours after a defiant
Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared
that the House would not be
cowed by the president’s “all-out
threat” to drop its investigations
of his administration.

Other committees were zeroing
in on similarly sensitive oversight
targets. On Thursday, Democrats
will begin their quest to secure the
president’s long-suppressed tax
returns. The chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee readied a sub-
poena for the acting attorney gen-
eral, Matthew G. Whitaker, in case
he tried to avoid Democratic ques-
tioning. And a House Appropria-
tions subcommittee chairwoman
began an inquiry into administra-
tion rule-bending during the 35-
day partial government shut-
down.

“It’s our congressional respon-
sibility, and if we didn’t do it, we
would be delinquent in that,” Ms.
Pelosi said of the House’s
oversight role, hours after Mr.
Trump used his State of the Union
address to warn that “ridiculous
partisan investigations” threat-
ened the nation’s economic health
and the prospects of bipartisan
legislating.

That, Ms. Pelosi said, “was a
threat — it was an all-out threat.”

The confrontation between a
newly empowered House major-
ity and a president of the opposite
party drew comparisons to Demo-
crats’ investigations of the George
W. Bush administration after the
2006 elections and Republicans’
blitz of Barack Obama’s adminis-

Asked to Stop
Investigations,

House Digs In

Tax Returns and Russia
Are Likely Targets

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

Continued on Page A16

The Earth’s average surface
temperature in 2018 was the
fourth highest in nearly 140 years
of record-keeping and a contin-
uation of an unmistakable warm-
ing trend, NASA scientists an-
nounced Wednesday.

The data means that the five
warmest years in recorded his-
tory have been the last five, and
that 18 of the 19 warmest years
have occurred since 2001. The
quickly rising temperatures over
the past two decades cap a much
longer warming trend docu-
mented by researchers and corre-
spond with the scientific consen-
sus that climate change is caused
by human activity.

“We’re no longer talking about a
situation where global warming is
something in the future,” said

Gavin A. Schmidt, director of the
Goddard Institute for Space Stud-
ies, the NASA group that con-
ducted the analysis. “It’s here. It’s
now.”

While this planet has seen hot-
ter days in prehistoric times, and
colder ones in the modern era,
what sets recent warming apart in
the sweep of geologic time is the
relatively sudden rise in tempera-
tures and its clear correlation with
increasing levels of greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide and
methane produced by human ac-
tivity.

The results of this rapid warm-
ing can be seen from the heat
waves in Australia and extended
droughts to coastal flooding in the 

2018 Continues Warming Trend,
As 4th Hottest Year Since 1880

By JOHN SCHWARTZ and NADJA POPOVICH
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WASHINGTON — President
Trump has proved himself adroit
at creating villains to serve as
his political foils. In his State of
the Union address on Tuesday, he

introduced a
new one: so-
cialists.

Right after
his calls to support the over-
throw of Venezuela’s president,
Nicolás Maduro, and condemn-
ing the “socialist policies” that
have reduced the country “into a
state of abject poverty and de-
spair,” he made a quick segue to
the home front.

“Here in the United States, we
are alarmed by new calls to
adopt socialism in our country,”
the president said, adding, “To-

night, we resolve that America
will never be a socialist country.”

Tuesday night’s speech con-
tained more than a few sugges-
tions of what Mr. Trump’s 2020
campaign could look like. The
president dwelled on the econ-
omy, pointing to the low unem-
ployment rate, continuing
growth and the tax cut passed by
the last Republican Congress. He
spoke of trying to reduce pre-
scription drug costs and battling
H.I.V., perhaps with an eye to the
kinds of suburban female voters
who deserted Republicans in the
midterm elections. And for his
hard-core followers, he argued
for the border wall.

The threat of socialism was 

Framing Socialists as Villains, 
Trump Refreshes His Blueprint

By MICHAEL TACKETT

Continued on Page A16

WHITE HOUSE
MEMO

All at once, New York City
seemed to be conspiring against
Beto O’Rourke.

His girlfriend was moving to
France. His punk bandmates had
scattered. Twenty-three and
searching — with an Ivy League
degree that could not pay rent —
Mr. O’Rourke subsisted as a live-
in nanny on the Upper West Side,
with a futon in the maid’s quar-
ters, watching over a wealthy
family’s two preschoolers.

“I just remember his dad com-
ing,” said the former girlfriend,
Sasha Watson, recalling a pep talk
from Pat O’Rourke, a prominent
Texas county commissioner and

judge, who insisted his son was
destined for “bigger things.”

“He really saw great things for
Beto.”

Great things were not happen-
ing. By late 1995, Mr. O’Rourke
had fallen into the deepest depres-
sion he can remember. He worked
for an uncle’s tech business be-
cause it was a job. He spent nights
alone listening to his cassettes be-
cause it passed the time.

“Little bit of a sad case,” Mr.
O’Rourke said.

More than two decades later,
long after what friends describe

as a quarter-life crisis, Mr.
O’Rourke has arrived at a midlife
crossroads of enormous conse-
quence, with revealing parallels to
his time in New York. Forty-six
and searching — after a narrow
Senate loss in Texas last year that
propelled the former El Paso con-
gressman to Democratic stardom
— he has been driving around the
country, alone, introducing him-
self to strangers, deciding if he
wants to run for president.

He has described himself as
“stuck,” in and out of a “funk.” He
has compared the present reckon-
ing to moments of rootlessness in
the city, when he last found him-
self out of work.

“I just didn’t ever want to feel
like that or be in that place or that
position again,” Mr. O’Rourke said
in an hourlong phone interview.
“So that lately has felt kind of
strange, maybe with some ech-
oes.”

A Young O’Rourke in the City,
Searching for a Path Then, Too

By MATT FLEGENHEIMER

Beto O’Rourke in 1990s New
York, before his political rise.

VIA KATHERINE RAYMOND

THE LONG RUN

Continued on Page A21

DEIR AL-ZOUR PROVINCE,
Syria — The men who emerge
from the Islamic State’s last sliver
of land are ordered to sit behind
one of two orange lines spray-
painted on the rocky desert floor:
Syrians behind one and Iraqis be-
hind the other.

The women, wearing face-cov-
ering veils and clutching toddlers,
huddle in a different spot, also

separated by nationality.
Several of the escapees are so

badly wounded from incoming
fire that they have to be carried to
this open vista on mattresses to
surrender to the American-
backed coalition.

By midmorning, United States
Special Operations Forces arrive
in a convoy of armored vehicles.
The men suspected of being Is-
lamic State fighters are ordered to
approach in single file, their arms

outstretched, as they are
searched by troops and a sniffer
dog. Then they are fingerprinted,
photographed and interviewed.

In the last two weeks, thou-
sands of people have been stream-
ing out of the village of Baghuz,
the last speck of land under Is-
lamic State control in Iraq and
Syria, an area where the group
once ruled a dominion the size of
Britain.

That state is all but gone. In the

last month, the group went from
holding three villages to two to
just one.

The militants are now trapped
in an area about the size of Central
Park.

To the west, they are hemmed in
by Syrian government forces. To
the south is the Iraqi border,
where Iraqi troops are holding the
line. From the north and east, they
are being fought by an American-

A Desperate Exodus From the Final Village in Syria Held by ISIS
By RUKMINI CALLIMACHI

Women and children waited to be screened last week after they fled the last Islamic State-held area in southeastern Syria.
IVOR PRICKETT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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A scandal in the Roman Catholic
Church has emerged from the shadows
with Pope Francis’ comments. PAGE A6

INTERNATIONAL A4-13

Church Tackles Abuse of Nuns

Nancy Pelosi said she would support
any border agreement by House and
Senate negotiators, putting pressure on
the president to do the same. PAGE A19

NATIONAL A14-21

Backing for a Bipartisan Deal
By any measure other than citizenship,
the star, facing deportation, is an Amer-
ican, Jon Caramanica writes. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

The Struggle of 21 Savage

STACEY ABRAMS Her speech
after the State of the Union ad-
dress stirs admirers to talk of a
presidential run. PAGE A17

Prime Minister Theresa May needs
flexibility from E.U. leaders, but they
are venting frustrations. PAGE A10

U.K. Leader Heads to Brussels
Asian-American alumni differ when
discussing integration at the most
competitive high schools. PAGE A22

NEW YORK A22-25

Debating Elite Schools Entry

With its acquisition of two podcasting
companies, the streaming service
broadens its ambitions. PAGE B1

Spotify Transcends Tunes
The C.D.C. is reporting dozens of cases
in children of a disease that had been
considered all but wiped out. PAGE A15

A Measles Emergency

We help LeBron James and Giannis
Antetokounmpo with their selections
for the N.B.A. All-Star Game. PAGE B7

SPORTSTHURSDAY B7-11

Giving the Captains an Assist
The designer Kerby Jean-Raymond is
sitting out Fashion Week, determined
not to rush his work along. PAGE D1

His Latest Look? Unhurried

Kyle Buchanan explains how each of
the eight movies nominated has a
chance of winning the award. PAGE C1

The Paths to Best Picture

Andrew M. Cuomo PAGE A27

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27

When contract workers stood up and
accused the delivery app of wage theft,
they scored the latest win in the gig
economy, Kevin Roose writes. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-6

Instacart Reverses Tip Policy

Late Edition
Today, cloudy, spotty morning driz-
zle, high 47. Tonight, rain and driz-
zle, low 42. Tomorrow, morning rain,
afternoon sunshine, windy, mild,
high 59. Weather map, Page B8.
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The Jan. 25 collapse of a mining dam above Brumadinho, Brazil, released a deluge of mud, killing over 150 people.
ANTONIO LACERDA/EPA, VIA SHUTTERSTOCK

A Tidal Wave of Toxic Mud
A Dam Failure in Brazil Could Happen Again. And Again.

By The New York Times ing dams in Brazil goes far beyond one company. The lat-
est deadly failure — the second in Brazil in three years —
has made it clear that neither the mining industry nor reg-
ulators have the situation under control.

Vale S.A., the world’s largest iron ore producer, says it
will close all 10 of its dams in Brazil with a design similar to
the one it ran in the town, Brumadinho. Still, the company,
which bought the mining complex in 2001, defended its
management of the dam, which had been sitting there, in-
active, since 2016.

“The dam had a safety factor in accordance with the
world’s best practices,” Vale said in a statement. The struc-
ture, it said, had been inspected regu-
larly, and the reports “attest to the 

BRUMADINHO, Brazil — Luiz de Castro was in-
stalling lamps at a mining complex in Brazil late last
month when a loud blast split the air. He figured it was just
a truck tire popping, but a friend knew better.

“No, it’s not that!” the friend said. “Run!”
Dashing up a staircase, caked in mud and pelted by

flying rocks, Mr. Castro clambered to safety. But as he
watched, a wall of mud unleashed by the collapse of a min-
ing dam swallowed his co-workers, he said. Tiago, George,
Icaro — they and at least 154 others, all buried alive.

The deluge of toxic mud stretched for five miles, crush-
ing homes, offices and people — a tragedy, but hardly a
surprise, experts say.

There are 88 mining dams in Brazil built like the one
that failed — enormous reservoirs of mining waste held
back by little more than walls of sand and silt. And all but
four of the dams have been rated by the government as
equally vulnerable, or worse.

Even more alarming, at least 28 sit directly uphill from
cities or towns, with more than 100,000 people living in es-
pecially risky areas if the dams failed, an estimate by The
New York Times found.

In the disaster last month, all the elements for catas-
trophe were there: A bare-bones reservoir of mining
waste built on the cheap, sitting above a large
town nestled underneath. Overlooked warn-
ings of structural problems that could lead to
a collapse. Monitoring equipment that had
stopped working.

And perhaps above all, a country
where a powerful mining industry has
been free to act more or less unchecked.

The threat of poorly constructed min-

‘The dam had a safety factor in accordance with the world’s best practices.’
VALE S.A., builder of a mining dam in Brazil that collapsed

Continued on Page 10
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RICHMOND, Va. — Justin E.
Fairfax’s refusal to resign as lieu-
tenant governor of Virginia in the
face of two allegations of sexual
assault has presented Democrats
with an excruciating choice:
whether to impeach an African-
American leader at a moment
when the state’s other two top
leaders, both white, are resisting
calls to quit after admitting to rac-
ist conduct.

Less than a week after Gov.
Ralph Northam and Attorney
General Mark R. Herring said
they wore blackface as young
men, Mr. Fairfax on Friday faced a
second assault accusation in three
days. On Saturday night, Mr. Fair-
fax called on the F.B.I. to investi-
gate the allegations, and asked
that “no one rush to judgment”
and for “due process.” But he is
now under intense pressure to re-
sign or face impeachment, trans-
forming what had been a crisis for
Virginia Democrats into a searing
dilemma for the national party.

The political turmoil for Demo-
cratic leaders this weekend is un-
folding at the intersection of race
and gender, and risks pitting the
party’s most pivotal constituen-
cies against one another. If Demo-
crats do not oust Mr. Fairfax, at a
time when the party has taken a
zero-tolerance stand on sexual
misconduct in the #MeToo era,
they could anger female voters.

But the specter of Mr. Fairfax,
39, being pushed out while two
older white men remain in office
— despite blackface behavior that
evoked some of the country’s
most painful racist images —
would deeply trouble many Afri-
can-Americans.

“I think the Democratic Party
would lack credibility if they fol-
lowed a double standard,” said
Representative Karen Bass of Cal-
ifornia, who is the head of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. Ms.
Bass said that both Mr. Northam
and Mr. Fairfax should step down.

On Saturday, an adviser to Mr.
Fairfax said the lieutenant gover-
nor was deeply distraught over
the allegations and had no inten-
tion of resigning. In Mr. Fairfax’s
statement on Saturday night, the
lieutenant governor confirmed he
had an encounter with his second
accuser, Meredith Watson, but
said it was consensual. He asked
for an independent investigation 

VIRGINIA LEADERS
PULL DEMOCRATS
INTO ‘NIGHTMARE’

CALLS TO OUST FAIRFAX

Sex Assault Claims Lead
to Worries Over Black

and Female Voters

This article is by Jonathan Mar-
tin, Alan Blinder and Campbell
Robertson.

Continued on Page 23

KOCHI, India — When Bishop
Franco Mulakkal agreed to per-
sonally celebrate the First Com-
munion for Darly’s son, a rare
honor in their Catholic Church in
India, the family was overcome
with pride.

During the ceremony, Darly
looked over at her sister, a nun
who worked with the bishop, to
see her eyes spilling over with
tears — tears of joy, she figured.
But only later would she learn of
her sister’s allegation that the
night before, the bishop had sum-

moned the nun to his quarters and
raped her. The family says that
was the first assault in a two-year
ordeal in which the prelate raped
her 13 times.

The bishop, who has main-
tained his innocence, will be
charged and face trial by a special
prosecutor on accusations of rape
and intimidation, the police inves-
tigating the case said. But the
church acknowledged the nun’s
accusations only after five of her
fellow nuns mutinied and publicly
rallied to her side to draw atten-
tion to her yearlong quest for jus-
tice, despite what they described
as heavy pressure to remain si-
lent.

“We used to see the fathers of
the church as equivalent to God,
but not anymore,” said Darly, her
voice shaking with emotion. “How
can I tell my son about this, that
the person teaching us the differ-
ence between right and wrong
gave him his First Communion af-
ter committing such a terrible
sin?”

The case in India, in the south-
ern state of Kerala, is part of a
larger problem in the church that
Pope Francis addressed on Tues-
day for the first time after decades
of silence from the Vatican. He ac-
knowledged that sexual abuse of 

Nun’s Charge of Rapes by a Bishop Shocks India
By MARIA ABI-HABIB

and SUHASINI RAJ
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Senator Bernie Sanders would
begin a 2020 presidential bid with
2.1 million online donors, a mas-
sive lead among low-dollar con-
tributors that is roughly equiva-
lent to the donor base of all the
other Democratic hopefuls com-
bined.

Beto O’Rourke, the former
Texas congressman who nar-
rowly lost a Senate race last year,
is also poised to be a fund-raising
phenom if he runs for president:
He has twice as many online do-

nors as anyone eyeing the race be-
sides Mr. Sanders.

Three senators who are already
running have their own solid track
records with small donors. Sena-
tor Elizabeth Warren, with the
third-highest number, has notable
strength in New Hampshire, even
topping Mr. O’Rourke there. Sena-
tor Kirsten Gillibrand has built up
broad national support among
small donors, despite a reputation
as a big-money fund-raiser, while
Senator Kamala Harris raised $1.5
million online in her first 24 hours
as a presidential candidate.

Small-dollar donations are ex-
pected to be a huge deal in the
2020 presidential race — the re-

newable resource that Democrat-
ic candidates will depend upon to
fuel their campaigns. And those
five Democrats represent a dis-
tinctive top tier with the most for-
midable followings, each counting
a base of at least 230,000 online
donors, according to a New York
Times analysis of six years of fed-
eral election filings from ActBlue,
the Democratic Party’s dominant
donation-processing platform.

In Race for Donations, Democrats Think Small
This article is by Shane Gold-

macher, Lisa Lerer and Rachel
Shorey.

Continued on Page 19

In the middle of New York City,
they had been cut off from the
world.

It was the end of January, and
hundreds of inmates at the Metro-
politan Detention Center in
Brooklyn had been locked in their
cells after an electrical fire
knocked out power in the building.
There, it turned out, they would
spend the coldest days of the win-
ter in darkness, largely without
heat and hot water.

“It’s cold as hell,” one inmate,
Sean Daughtry, told his lawyer. He
could see his breath in the weak
light that slanted through his cell
window.

When news of how the inmates
were treated reached the world
outside, the warden of the federal
jail, Herman E. Quay, at first de-
nied there was any problem out-
side a partial loss of power. “In-
mate housing units have been
minimally impacted,” Mr. Quay’s
office told The New York Times
during the blackout, a message
initially echoed by the Bureau of
Prisons in Washington.

But dozens of interviews with
inmates and their families, de-
fense lawyers, jail staff, union offi-
cials and lawmakers briefed on
the response of officials at the Bu-
reau of Prisons painted another
picture, revealing an account of
the crisis that not only contra-
dicted what the bureau said, but
suggested it was even worse than
it had initially appeared.

The blackout, which lasted for a
week, ended Feb. 3, when power
was restored amid public outcry.
A few days later, the Justice De-
partment, which oversees the fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons, said that it
was “committed to the safe and
humane living and working condi-
tions of all inmates and employ-
ees,” and that its internal watch-
dog, the Office of the Inspector
General, would investigate the fa-
cility’s infrastructure and emer-
gency response.

Mr. Quay did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

The blackout crisis was just the
latest episode in a long history of
neglect and brutality at the jail,
one that has been documented in
previous Justice Department re-
ports. Investigators over the
years have issued findings that
suggest the jail is among the worst
in the federal system, determin-
ing at different times that pris-
oners have been beaten, raped or
held in inhumane conditions.

“It’s my opinion,” a former war-
den at the jail, Cameron Lindsay,
said in an interview, that over the
last decade “the M.D.C. was one of
the most troubled, if not the most 

‘Cold as Hell’:
A Dark Week
In a Harsh Jail

Warden Played Down
Ordeal in Brooklyn

By ANNIE CORREAL
and JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN
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MILWAUKEE — Gregory Greiten was 17
years old when the priests organized the
game. It was 1982 and he was on a retreat with
his classmates from St. Lawrence, a Roman
Catholic seminary for teenage boys training
to become priests. Leaders asked each boy to
rank which he would rather be: burned over
90 percent of his body, paraplegic, or gay.

Each chose to be scorched or paralyzed.
Not one uttered the word “gay.” They called
the game the Game of Life.

The lesson stuck. Seven years later, he
climbed up into his seminary dorm window
and dangled one leg over the edge. “I really
am gay,” Father Greiten, now a priest near
Milwaukee, remembered telling himself for
the first time. “It was like a death sentence.”

The closet of the Roman Catholic Church
hinges on an impossible contradiction. For
years, church leaders have driven gay con-
gregants away in shame and insisted that “ho-

mosexual tendencies” are “disordered.” And
yet, thousands of the church’s priests are gay.

The stories of gay priests are unspoken,
veiled from the outside world, known only to
one another, if they are known at all.

Fewer than about 10 priests in the United
States have dared to come out publicly. But
gay men likely make up at least 30 to 40 per-
cent of the American Catholic clergy, accord-
ing to dozens of estimates from gay priests
themselves and researchers. Some priests
say the number is closer to 75 percent. One
priest in Wisconsin said he assumed every
priest is gay unless he knows for a fact he is
not. A priest in Florida put it this way: “A third
are gay, a third are straight, and a third don’t
know what the hell they are.”

Two dozen gay priests and seminarians
from 13 states shared intimate details of their
lives in the Catholic closet with The New York
Times over the past two months. They were
interviewed in their churches before Mass, 
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A Silent Crisis for Gay Priests
Fearing Blame in Catholic Abuse Scandal

‘It Is Not a Closet. It Is a Cage.’

By ELIZABETH DIAS

Continued on Page A10

LOS ANGELES — Netflix
called it “ ‘Roma’ Experience
Day.”

On a Sunday in December, the
streaming giant rented two
soundstages on a historic movie
lot in Hollywood to evangelize for
“Roma,” Alfonso Cuarón’s art film
about a domestic worker in Mex-
ico. Oscar voters perused a mu-
seum-style exhibit of “Roma” cos-
tumes. Mr. Cuarón and his crew
sat for hours of panel discussions.

Breakfast? Lunch? Provided.
There were “Roma” stickers, and
“Roma”-stamped chocolates. At-
tendees were even superimposed
into a “Roma” scene to share on-
line.

All of it struck some voters as
over the top. It was certainly a dis-

play of just how badly Netflix
wants an Oscar — and how much
faith it has put in the person be-
hind the event, a strategist named
Lisa Taback, to get it done.

Ms. Taback, 55, is an Oscar-
campaign veteran who cut her
teeth at Miramax with Harvey
Weinstein in the 1990s and whose
résumé includes best-picture win-
ners like “The King’s Speech,”
“The Artist” and “Spotlight.” Ted
Sarandos, Netflix’s chief content
officer, called Ms. Taback “the
best of the best” when he named
her vice president for talent rela-
tions and awards in July, adding
that he wanted to “expand and
deepen our efforts to celebrate the
incredible creators and talent who
bring their dream projects to Net-
flix.”

The hiring went off like a sonic 

Craving an Oscar, Netflix Turns to a Tireless Star: A New Strategist
By BROOKS BARNES

Netflix has spent an estimated $25 million to promote “Roma.”
HUNTER KERHART FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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MUNICH — European leaders
have long been alarmed that Pres-
ident Trump’s words and Twitter
messages could undo a trans-At-
lantic alliance that had grown
stronger over seven decades.
They had clung to the hope that
those ties would bear up under the
strain.

But in the last few days of a
prestigious annual security con-
ference in Munich, the rift be-
tween Europe and the Trump ad-
ministration became open, angry
and concrete, diplomats and ana-
lysts say.

A senior German official, who
asked not to be identified because
he was not authorized to speak on
such matters, shrugged his shoul-
ders and said: “No one any longer
believes that Trump cares about
the views or interests of the allies.
It’s broken.”

The most immediate danger,
diplomats and intelligence offi-
cials warned, is that the trans-At-
lantic fissures now risk being ex-
ploited by Russia and China.

Even the normally gloomy Rus-
sian foreign minister, Sergey V.
Lavrov, happily noted the strains,
remarking that the Euro-Atlantic
relationship had become increas-
ingly “tense.”

“We see new cracks forming,
and old cracks deepening,” Mr.
Lavrov said.

The Europeans no longer be-
lieve that Washington will change,
not when Mr. Trump sees tradi-
tional allies as economic rivals
and leadership as diktat. His dis-
taste for multilateralism and in-
ternational cooperation is a chal-
lenge to the very heart of what Eu-
rope is and needs to be in order to
have an impact in the world.

But beyond the Trump adminis-
tration, an increasing number of
Europeans say they believe that
relations with the United States
will never be the same again.

Karl Kaiser, a longtime analyst
of German-American relations,
said, “Two years of Mr. Trump,
and a majority of French and Ger-
mans now trust Russia and China
more than the United States.”

Thomas Kleine-Brockhoff, a
former adviser to the German
president and director of the
Berlin office of the German Mar-
shall Fund, said, “If an alliance be-
comes unilateral and transac-
tional, then it’s no longer an alli-
ance.”

There were signs that not all
American and European leaders
were willing to surrender the alli-
ance so easily.

To show solidarity with Europe,
more than 50 American lawmak-
ers, both Republicans and Demo-
crats — a record number — at-

Rift in Alliance
Leaves Europe
Fuming at U.S.

Russia and China May
Exploit Strained Ties

By STEVEN ERLANGER
and KATRIN BENNHOLD
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SAN FRANCISCO — Busi-
nesses and government agencies
in the United States have been tar-
geted in aggressive attacks by Ira-
nian and Chinese hackers who se-
curity experts believe have been
energized by President Trump’s
withdrawal from the Iran nuclear
deal last year and his trade con-
flicts with China.

Recent Iranian attacks on
American banks, businesses and
government agencies have been
more extensive than previously
reported. Dozens of corporations
and multiple United States agen-
cies have been hit, according to
seven people briefed on the
episodes who were not authorized
to discuss them publicly.

The attacks, attributed to Iran
by analysts at the National Securi-
ty Agency and the private securi-
ty firm FireEye, prompted an
emergency order by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security dur-
ing the government shutdown last
month.

The Iranian attacks coincide
with a renewed Chinese offensive
geared toward stealing trade and
military secrets from American
military contractors and technol-
ogy companies, according to nine
intelligence officials, private secu-
rity researchers and lawyers fa-
miliar with the attacks who dis-
cussed them on the condition of
anonymity because of confidenti-
ality agreements.

A summary of an intelligence
briefing read to The New York
Times said that Boeing, General
Electric Aviation and T-Mobile
were among the recent targets of
Chinese industrial-espionage ef-
forts. The companies all declined
to discuss the threats, and it is not

clear if any of the hacks were suc-
cessful.

Chinese cyberespionage cooled
four years ago after President
Barack Obama and President Xi
Jinping of China reached a land-
mark deal to stop hacks meant to
steal trade secrets.

But the 2015 agreement ap-
pears to have been unofficially
canceled amid the continuing
trade tension between the United
States and China, the intelligence
officials and private security re-
searchers said. Chinese hacks
have returned to earlier levels, al-
though they are now stealthier
and more sophisticated.

“Cyber is one of the ways adver-
saries can attack us and retaliate
in effective and nasty ways that
are well below the threshold of an
armed attack or laws of war,” said
Joel Brenner, a former leader of
United States counterintelligence
under the director of national in-
telligence.

Federal agencies and private
companies are back to where they
were five years ago: battling in-
creasingly sophisticated, govern-
ment-affiliated hackers from
China and Iran — in addition to
fighting constant efforts out of
Russia — who hope to steal trade
and military secrets and sow may-
hem. And it appears the hackers
substantially improved their
skills during the lull.

Russia is still considered Amer-
ica’s foremost hacking adversary.
In addition to meddling widely
and spreading disinformation
during United States elections,
Russian hackers are believed to
have launched attacks on nuclear
plants, the electrical grid and 

Hacking of U.S. Networks
Traced to China and Iran

Renewed Strikes on Banks and Agencies Are
Seen as Reaction to Trump’s Policies

By NICOLE PERLROTH
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Shortly after Senator Bernie
Sanders suffered a crushing loss
in South Carolina’s Democratic
primary in 2016, his campaign’s
African-American outreach team
sent a memo to top campaign
leaders with an urgent warning.

“The margin by which we lost
the African-American vote has
got to be — at the very least — cut
in half or there simply is no path to
victory,” the team wrote in the
memo, which was reviewed by
The New York Times. Mr. Sanders
had won 14 percent of the black
vote there compared with 86 per-
cent for Hillary Clinton, according
to exit polls.

Over seven pages, the team out-
lined a strategy for winning black
voters that included using social
media influencers and having Mr.
Sanders give a major speech on
discrimination in a city like St.
Louis or Cincinnati.

Mr. Sanders’s inner circle did
not respond.

In a campaign in which Mr.
Sanders badly needed his mes-
sage against inequality to catch
fire with black voters, the senator
from Vermont and his senior lead-
ers struggled to prioritize and ex-
ecute a winning plan to build their
support. Top aides lost faith in
their African-American outreach
organizers, whose leadership was
replaced and whose team mem-
bers were scattered across the
country. Initiatives like a tour of
historically black colleges and
universities fizzled; Mr. Sanders
even missed its kickoff event.

As Mr. Sanders prepares to an-
nounce another run for the White
House as early as this week, his 

Sanders’s Task
For Black Vote:
Fixing Damage

By SYDNEY EMBER
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HASAKA, Syria — More than
four years ago, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation appealed to
the public to help identify the nar-
rator in one of the Islamic State’s
best-known videos, showing cap-
tured Syrian soldiers digging
their own graves and then being
shot in the head.

Speaking fluent English with a
North American accent, the man
would go on to narrate countless
other videos and radio broadcasts
by the Islamic State, serving as
the terrorist group’s faceless
evangelist to Americans and
other English speakers seeking to
learn about its toxic ideology.

Now a 35-year-old Canadian cit-
izen, who studied at a college in
Toronto and once worked in infor-
mation technology at a company
contracted by IBM, says he is the
anonymous narrator.

That man, Mohammed Khalifa,
captured in Syria last month by an
American-backed militia, spoke in
his first interview about being the
voice of the 2014 video, known as 

Canadian Face
Behind a Voice
Promoting ISIS
By RUKMINI CALLIMACHI

Mohammed Khalifa says he
narrated a brutal ISIS video.
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‘He is a racist. He is a con man. 
And he is a cheat.’

♦

‘I have lied, but I am not a liar. I have done 
bad things, but I am not a bad man.’

♦

‘He asked me to pay off an adult film  
star with whom he had an affair, and  
to lie to his wife about it, which I did.’

♦

‘Mr. Trump knew of and directed  
the Trump Moscow negotiations  

throughout the campaign and lied about 
it. He lied about it because he  

never expected to win.’
♦

‘I am ashamed of my weakness  
and misplaced loyalty.’

WASHINGTON — President
Trump’s longtime lawyer and
fixer accused him on Wednesday
of an expansive pattern of lies and
criminality, offering a damning
portrayal of life inside the presi-
dent’s orbit where he said advis-
ers sacrificed integrity for prox-
imity to power.

Michael D. Cohen, who repre-
sented Mr. Trump for a decade,
laid out for Congress for the first
time a series of deceptions by the
president. He charged that Mr.
Trump lied to the public about
business interests in Russia, lied
to reporters about stolen Demo-
cratic emails and told Mr. Cohen to
lie about hush payments to cover
up sexual misconduct.

The accusations, aired at a day-
long hearing before the House
Oversight and Reform Commit-
tee, exposed a dark underside of
Mr. Trump’s business and political
worlds in the voice of one of the ul-
timate insiders. Perhaps no close
associate has turned on a presi-
dent in front of Congress in such
dramatic fashion and with such
high stakes since John Dean testi-
fied against President Richard M.
Nixon during the Watergate scan-
dal.

“He is a racist. He is a con man.
And he is a cheat,” Mr. Cohen said

of the president. Mr. Cohen, who
has pleaded guilty to lying under
oath to Congress, among other
crimes, said he did so to protect
Mr. Trump. “I am not protecting
Mr. Trump anymore,” he said.

While the details have been dif-
ferent, his portrait of the president
broadly resembles those provided
by others who have split with Mr.
Trump, including former aides,
business associates and even his
onetime ghostwriter, who likewise
have described a president who
bullies, dissembles and cheats to
serve his own interests.

But it remained unclear
whether Mr. Cohen’s testimony 

COHEN ACCUSES TRUMP OF LIES AND COVER-UPS
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Republicans Assail Daylong House Hearing
as ‘Charade’ Aimed at Ousting President

By PETER BAKER and NICHOLAS FANDOS

ENCORE President Trump re-
united with North Korea’s Kim
Jong-un in Hanoi. Page A9. 
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It had long been considered a
dangerous crossing, with more
than 200 commuter trains barrel-
ing by every day, traveling up to
80 miles per hour — even as
streams of cars waited to drive
over the tracks.

It was so troubling that it was
one of seven hazardous crossings
along a 20-mile stretch of Long Is-
land Rail Road track that were
scheduled to be eliminated.

The construction work at the
crossing in Nassau County was
set to begin next year; plans
called for a bridge for trains and
an underpass for vehicles. But
that was not soon enough to avoid
a rush-hour tragedy on Tuesday.

Two Long Island Rail Road
trains traveling in opposite direc-
tions slammed into a vehicle that
had apparently driven around the
crossing gates on School Street in
Westbury. Three people, all of
them inside the vehicle, were
killed.

Passengers on the two trains
scrambled to safety, fleeing
flames that they worried would
engulf one train and dodging de-
bris that smashed through the
front of the other. For a brief, terri-
fying moment, rails twisted, metal

crunched, windows shattered and
each train wobbled. Panicked pas-
sengers dreaded that the cars
would tip over before they could
get out.

Of the hundreds of people on the
trains, seven were taken to Nas-

sau University Medical Center.
Three were admitted, doctors at
the hospital said.

On Wednesday, officials were
still determining why the vehicle
had worked its way around cross-

Unsafe Rail Crossing Was to Be Replaced. Tragedy Struck First.
This article is by James Barron,

Patrick McGeehan and Emma G.
Fitzsimmons.

Two Long Island Rail Road trains hit a vehicle on the tracks on Tuesday, killing three people.
ULI SEIT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A24

NEW DELHI — Pakistan said
Wednesday that it downed two In-
dian fighter jets and captured a pi-
lot, escalating hostilities between
the nuclear-armed neighbors a
day after Indian warplanes struck
inside Pakistani territory for the
first time in five decades.

The rapid turn of events raised
fears that the historical animos-
ities between India and Pakistan
could be steering them toward an-
other war.

Prime Minister Imran Khan of
Pakistan urged India to settle mat-
ters through talks, referring to the
nuclear weapons both countries
hold and the risk of further escala-
tion.

“All big wars have been due to
miscalculation. No one knew how
the war would end,” he said in a
televised speech. “My question to
India is that given the weapons we
have, can we afford miscalcula-
tion?”

Tensions have been rising since
a suicide bombing two weeks ago
that hit an Indian paramilitary
convoy in Kashmir, the disputed
territory that has been a chronic
flash point. Expectations that di-
plomacy and calls for calm would
de-escalate the crisis have yet to
show any obvious result.

In New Delhi, officials con-
firmed that an Indian Air Force pi-
lot was in Pakistani custody, com-
plicating an already tough land-
scape for Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi ahead of hotly contested
elections this spring.

Indian opposition politicians
seized on what they saw as the op-
portunity the crisis presented: 21
opposition parties issued a state-
ment Wednesday to condemn Mr.
Modi for his “politicization” of the
nation’s armed forces and the cur-
rent “Pakistani misadventure.” A
slickly produced video circulated 

Pakistan Captures Indian Pilot,
Raising Fears of Spiraling Crisis

By MARIA ABI-HABIB and HARI KUMAR

Continued on Page A10

WASHINGTON — He has
spent months inside his Park Ave-
nue apartment glued to cable
news, his legal bills growing and
federal prosecutors amassing evi-
dence against him they would use
as leverage.

He watched his onetime friend
and former boss, now the presi-
dent of the United States, smear
him on Twitter and make vague,
public threats about his family.

His work for Donald J. Trump,
and the lies he told about it, are
sending him to prison for years.

On Tuesday, his law license was
revoked.

On Wednesday, Michael D. Co-
hen exacted his revenge.

It was a nasty, public breakup of
a New York relationship forged
over a decade that was a mix of
the bond between a father and
son, the professional distance of a
lawyer and client, and — as Mr.
Cohen and associates have de-
scribed it — the blind devotion of a

henchman to a crime boss.
“People that follow Mr. Trump

as I did blindly are going to suffer
the same consequences that I’m
suffering,” he told a packed hear-
ing of the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform — a blunt
warning to congressional Repub-
licans he said have assumed the
same role as Mr. Trump’s protec-
tors that he played for years.

During hours of lurid testimony,
the president’s once-loyal lawyer
and fixer recalled shady business
deals and racist comments, and
spoke in devastating, uncomfort-
able detail about his private con-
versations with the man he had
idolized and still refers to only as
“Mr. Trump.”

Such deference did not keep
him from painting a damning por-
trait of the president, including
Mr. Trump’s attempts to dodge
Vietnam War service and his ef-
forts to strong-arm academic in-

A Long New York Relationship
Has a Messy, Public Breakup

By MARK MAZZETTI and MAGGIE HABERMAN
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The next big Instagram star could be
rooting around in your trash can right
now. The opossum Starfish, above, has
a legion of admirers. PAGE D1
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for Huawei, despite an American cam-
paign against the company. PAGE B5
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The legislation, which requires back-
ground checks for all firearms pur-
chases, is unlikely to get through the
Republican-controlled Senate. PAGE A21
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As basketball players at Mississippi
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Gaspar Noé is used to people getting a
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against discrimination, but extremism
remains a problem. PAGE A22

White Supremacism in Military

As the transit system casts about for
new revenue streams, most fares and
tolls will increase in April. PAGE A23
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Fares to Rise. Crisis Remains.

President Trump’s former law-
yer told Congress on Wednesday
that Mr. Trump remained deeply
involved in the arrangement to
pay hush money to a porno-
graphic film actress, even while in
the White House, telling him just a
year ago to lie to a journalist about
the president’s involvement.

Testifying before the House
Oversight Committee, the lawyer,
Michael D. Cohen, also for the first
time publicly implicated the presi-
dent’s eldest son, Donald Jr., and
the chief financial officer of his
company, Allen Weisselberg, in
the arrangement involving the ac-
tress, Stormy Daniels. She had
been paid $130,000 before the 2016
election to keep quiet about an al-
leged affair with Mr. Trump, and
Mr. Cohen was reimbursed in 2017
for fronting that money.

“He knew about everything,”
Mr. Cohen said of Mr. Trump. “Ev-
erything had to go through Mr.
Trump and had to be approved by
Mr. Trump.”

While federal prosecutors in
New York had laid out a general
narrative around the payments,
including Mr. Trump’s involve-
ment, Mr. Cohen explicitly placed
Mr. Trump at the center of the
events, producing checks he de-
scribed as evidence of the role the
president and his company
played.

Mr. Cohen pleaded guilty last
summer to campaign finance
crimes relating to payments made
to Ms. Daniels and a second wom-
an, Karen McDougal, who also
said she had had an affair with Mr.
Trump. He is scheduled to begin
serving a three-year prison sen-
tence in May for those and other
crimes, including lying to Con-
gress during earlier testimony.

Republican members of the
committee on Wednesday repeat-
edly challenged Mr. Cohen’s re-
marks as untrustworthy, and even
before Mr. Cohen was sworn in,
the president posted on Twitter
that he was “lying in order to re-
duce his prison time.” The Trump
campaign also released a state-
ment impugning Mr. Cohen’s
credibility.

But in testimony punctuated
with flashes of anger and regret,
Mr. Cohen said he had seen the er-
rors of his ways and was deter-
mined to serve as a positive role
model to his children. Insisting he
was speaking the truth, he offered
the first up-close description of
how involved the president re-
mained in concealing details of the
payments, even after winning the 

Claim Puts President
at a Hush-Money
Scheme’s Center

By REBECCA R. RUIZ
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Late Edition
Today, clouds, then sunshine, high
40. Tonight, considerable amounts
of clouds, low 29. Tomorrow, clouds
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Weather map appears on Page B12.
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With more countries grounding
Boeing jets and with lawmakers,
aviation workers and consumers
calling on the United States to do
the same, the head of the aero-
space giant on Tuesday made a
personal appeal to President
Trump.

Boeing’s chief executive, Den-
nis A. Muilenburg, called from
Chicago and expressed to Mr.
Trump his confidence in the safety
of the 737 Max 8 jets, according to
two people briefed on the conver-
sation. Two of the planes flown by
overseas carriers have crashed in
recent months in similar acci-
dents.

The brief call had been in the
works since Monday, but it came
shortly after Mr. Trump raised
concerns that the increasing use
of technology in airplanes was
compromising passenger safety.
“Airplanes are becoming far too
complex to fly,” he wrote on Twit-
ter. “Pilots are no longer needed,
but rather computer scientists
from MIT.”

Soon after the conversation
ended, Mr. Muilenburg received
more bad news. The European
Union suspended “all flight opera-
tions” of the Boeing 737 Max 8
model, a striking move by one of
the industry’s important regula-
tors. At the end of the day, the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration said
that it was continuing with its re-
view and that the planes could
keep flying.

Yet the decision in Europe
means roughly two-thirds of the
Boeing Max 8 aircraft in the world
have been pulled from use in the
two days since the crash of an
Ethiopian Airlines flight that
killed 157 people. The swift actions
by authorities around the world
were driven in part by concerns
about a connection to a similar
disaster involving a Max 8 in Indo-
nesia last October, when a Lion
Air flight plunged into the Java
Sea shortly after takeoff, killing all
189 people aboard.

By Tuesday afternoon, the
United States was nearly alone
among major countries still allow-
ing the jets to fly.

Elaine Chao, the transportation
secretary, said regulators “will not
hesitate to take immediate and ap-
propriate action” if a safety issue
arises.

Boeing reiterated in a state-
ment late Tuesday that it had “full 

PRESSURE ON U.S.
TO CEASE FLIGHTS
OF TROUBLED JET

EUROPE IS LATEST TO ACT

Boeing’s Chief, in Appeal
to Trump, Vouches for

the Plane’s Safety

This article is by David Gelles,
Thomas Kaplan, Kenneth P. Vogel
and Natalie Kitroeff.

An American Airlines gate at La Guardia Airport. American and Southwest are the two U.S. carriers that fly the Boeing 737 Max 8.
CHANG W. LEE/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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LONDON — Britain hurtled
into unknown political territory
on Tuesday when Parliament, for
the second time, rejected Prime
Minister Theresa May’s plan to
quit the European Union, leaving
her authority in tatters and the
country seemingly rudderless
just 17 days before its scheduled
departure from the bloc.

Mrs. May had hoped that last-
minute concessions from the Eu-
ropean Union would swing the
vote in her favor, but many law-
makers dismissed those changes
as ineffectual or cosmetic and
voted against the deal, 391 to 242.

After the vote, the prime min-
ister defended her agreement as
the “best outcome” for the United
Kingdom and showed her frustra-
tion in addressing the lawmakers,
who are scheduled to vote later
this week on whether to seek an
extension to leave the bloc.

“Let me be clear that voting
against leaving without a deal and
for an extension does not solve the
problems we face,” Mrs. May said.
“The E.U. will want to know what
use we mean to make of such an
extension, and the House will
have to answer that question.”

Did Parliament want to remain
in the European Union, she asked,
or hold a second referendum? Or
leave with some other deal?

“These are unenviable choices,”
she said, “but thanks to the deci-

sion the House has made this
evening, they are choices that
must now be faced.”

The deal that Parliament re-
jected would have eventually giv-
en Britain power over immigra-
tion from Europe, but kept the
country in the European Union’s
customs and trade system until at
least the end of 2020.

Tuesday’s vote, while expected,
deepened an already profound
crisis over the biggest peacetime
decision to confront a British gov-
ernment in decades.

May’s Proposal
For Brexit Fails
In a Second Try

Vote Prolongs Turmoil
as Deadline Nears

By STEPHEN CASTLE

Prime Minister Theresa May
of Britain on Tuesday.

JESSICA TAYLOR/A.F.P. — GETTY IMAGES
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WASHINGTON — Corey Fos-
ter spent her Army career caring
for wounded troops, both as a
flight medic in the Iraq war and at
Walter Reed hospital, so she
looked forward to one of the most
celebrated benefits of military
service — health care for life from
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. Then she walked through
the door at a V.A. medical center in
Temple, Tex.

“You felt like you were a piece of
meat,” said Ms. Foster, 34, who re-
tired as a sergeant. “Standing in
line at the registration desk, I was
getting comments from the male
patients behind me, looking me up
and down. It was a major source of
discomfort.”

The treatment was the same at
the Veterans Affairs medical cen-
ter in Murfreesboro, Tenn., where
Ms. Foster moved after living in
Texas. At that point she gave up,
and opted for her husband’s insur-
ance outside the department.
“They need to make the facilities
not feel like an old soldier’s home,”
Ms. Foster said.

An entrenched, sexist culture at
many veterans hospitals is driv-
ing away female veterans and
lags far behind the gains women
have made in the military in re-
cent years, veterans and lawmak-
ers of both parties say. Although
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has scrambled to adjust to 

Back From Battle, Women Say
They Feel Like ‘Meat’ at the V.A.

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — Television
crews have been positioned
outside the offices of the special
counsel, the federal courthouse
and, at least before they were
asked to leave, the McLean, Va.,
home of the new attorney gen-
eral, William P. Barr.

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill are
so desperate for hints that they
are asking aides to call Justice

Department contacts to beg for
morsels.

Publishing houses are scram-
bling to produce instant books of
the findings. Newspapers are
deploying small armies of report-
ers. At bars, restaurants, cocktail
parties and street corners, peo-
ple are asking one another the
same question.

When is it coming out?
Washington — jittery, full of

rumor, like a becalmed ship in
the dead air before a coming
storm — is waiting for the report

of the special counsel, Robert S.
Mueller III, into Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 election and
whether President Trump or his
aides conspired in the effort or
obstructed justice. It may or may
not be the report of the century,
it may or may not be ready soon,
and it may be only a few pages
long. But it is unquestionably one
of the capital’s most anticipated
documents since the Starr Re-

port on President Bill Clinton
arrived by the truckload on
Capitol Hill in September 1998.

Real information — actually,
any information at all from Mr.
Mueller’s astonishingly leak-free
team — is almost nonexistent.
“The folks who know aren’t
talking, and the folks who don’t
won’t stop,” said Antonia Ferrier,
the former communications
director for Senator Mitch Mc-
Connell, Republican of Kentucky
and the majority leader.

As a Rapt City Holds Its Breath for Mueller, Spin Machines Whir

By NICHOLAS FANDOS
and NOAH WEILAND

Continued on Page A12
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A teenage girl who did not play
soccer magically became a star
soccer recruit at Yale. Cost to her
parents: $1.2 million.

A high school boy eager to en-
roll at the University of Southern
California was falsely deemed to
have a learning disability so he
could take his standardized test
with a complicit proctor who
would make sure he got the right
score. Cost to his parents: at least
$50,000.

A student with no experience
rowing won a spot on the U.S.C.
crew team after a photograph of
another person in a boat was sub-
mitted as evidence of her prowess.
Her parents wired $200,000 into a

special account.
In a major college admissions

scandal that laid bare the elabo-
rate lengths some wealthy par-
ents will go to get their children
into competitive American uni-
versities, federal prosecutors
charged 50 people on Tuesday in a
brazen scheme to buy spots in the
freshman classes at Yale, Stanford
and other big name schools.

Thirty-three well-heeled par-
ents were charged in the case, in-
cluding Hollywood celebrities and

prominent business leaders, and
prosecutors said there could be
additional indictments to come.

Also implicated were top col-
lege athletic coaches, who were
accused of accepting millions of
dollars to help admit undeserving
students to a wide variety of col-
leges, from the University of
Texas at Austin to Wake Forest
and Georgetown, by suggesting
they were top athletes.

The parents included the televi-
sion star Lori Loughlin and her
husband, the fashion designer
Mossimo Giannulli; the actress
Felicity Huffman; and William E.
McGlashan Jr., a partner at the
private equity firm TPG, officials
said.

The scheme unveiled Tuesday 

U.S. Charges Rich Parents in College Entry Fraud
This article is by Jennifer Medina,

Katie Benner and Kate Taylor.

From left, Lori Loughlin and her husband, Mossimo Giannulli, and Felicity Huffman are among
the parents implicated in a sprawling federal investigation that led to charges against 50 people.
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Saying Celebrities and
Others Paid to Secure

Undeserved Spots
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An activist who spent years trying to
convert carnivores is now focused on
tastier meat alternatives. PAGE B1
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George Pell of Australia, a former advis-
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tions of an Indian-Canadian fam-
ily perished in the crash. PAGE A6

LONDON — If you watched
Theresa May closely in Parlia-
ment on Tuesday, hours before a
critical vote on her Brexit plan,
there were signs that she knew
her deal was close to extinction.

The first hint came when her
husband, Philip, quietly slid into a
seat in the V.I.P. gallery. Philip
rarely shows up for her events un-
less she is in trouble, and a ripple
of apprehension went through the
press gallery. This was serious.

And then she started to talk.
Whether because of sleeplessness
or the grinding stress of last-ditch
negotiations, when she took her
place at the dispatch box what
came out was a dry, croaking rasp.
It was a repeat of a nightmarish
appearance in 2017, when she
whispered her way through a ma-
jor speech, desperately gulping
water and sucking on lozenges.

If Mrs. May thought her party
members would close ranks
around her in her hour of need,
she was wrong. As she spoke
Tuesday before the vote, the
benches behind her were half-
empty, many of her own party
members having stayed away.

“This really is tragic,” re-
marked Paul Waugh, who was 

In Parliament,
A Lost Voice,
Party and Bet

By ELLEN BARRY
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Late Edition
Today, clouds and sunshine, season-
able, high 47. Tonight, cloudy, not as
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some sunshine, a milder afternoon,
high 55. Weather map, Page C8.
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WASHINGTON — The special
counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, on
Friday delivered a report on his
inquiry into Russian interference
in the 2016 election to Attorney
General William P. Barr, bringing
to a close an investigation that has
consumed the nation and cast a
shadow over President Trump for
nearly two years.

Mr. Barr told congressional
leaders in a letter that he may
brief them on the special counsel’s
“principal conclusions” as early
as this weekend, a surprisingly
fast turnaround for a report antici-
pated for months. The attorney
general said he “remained com-
mitted to as much transparency
as possible.”

In an apparent endorsement of
an investigation that Mr. Trump
has relentlessly attacked as a
“witch hunt,” Mr. Barr said Justice
Department officials never had to
intervene to keep Mr. Mueller
from taking an inappropriate or
unwarranted step. The depart-
ment’s regulations would have re-
quired Mr. Barr to inform the lead-
ers of the House and Senate Judi-
ciary committees about any such
interventions in his letter.

A senior Justice Department of-
ficial said that Mr. Mueller would
not recommend new indictments,
a statement aimed at ending spec-
ulation that Mr. Trump or other
key figures might be charged
down the line.

With department officials em-
phasizing that Mr. Mueller’s inqui-
ry was over and his office closing,
the question for both Mr. Trump’s
critics and defenders was
whether the prosecutors con-
demned the president’s behavior
in their report, exonerated him —
or neither. The president’s law-
yers were already girding for a
possible fight over whether they
could assert executive privilege to
keep parts of the report secret.

Since Mr. Mueller’s appoint-
ment in May 2017, his team has fo-
cused on how Russian operatives
sought to sway the outcome of the
2016 presidential race and
whether anyone tied to the Trump
campaign, wittingly or unwit-
tingly, cooperated with them.
While the inquiry, started months
earlier by the F.B.I., unearthed a
far-ranging Russian influence op-
eration, no public evidence
emerged that the president or his
aides illegally assisted it.

Nonetheless, the damage to Mr.
Trump and those in his circle has
been extensive. A half-dozen for-

mer Trump aides were indicted or
convicted of crimes, mostly for ly-
ing to federal investigators or
Congress. Others remain under
investigation in cases that Mr.
Mueller’s office handed off to fed-
eral prosecutors in New York and
elsewhere.

Dozens of Russian intelligence
officers or citizens, along with
three Russian companies, were
charged in cases that are likely to
languish in court because the de-
fendants cannot be extradited to
the United States.

Republicans immediately
seized upon the news that no more
indictments are expected as a vin-
dication of Mr. Trump and his
campaign. Those reports “con-
firm what we’ve known all along:
There was never any collusion
with Russia,” Representative
Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the
second-highest-ranking House
Republican, said in a statement.

Democrats, including some of
those hoping to supplant Mr.
Trump in the White House in the
2020 election, insisted that Mr.
Mueller’s full report be made pub-
lic, including the underlying evi-
dence. In a joint statement,
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Califor-
nia and Senator Chuck Schumer
of New York, the top Senate Dem-
ocrat, warned Mr. Barr not to al-
low the White House a “sneak pre-
view” of the document.

MUELLER SUBMITS TRUMP INQUIRY FINDINGS
Attorney General Could Brief Congress in

Days on Report’s ‘Principal Conclusions’

Robert S. Mueller III wrapped
up a nearly two-year inquiry.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

By SHARON LaFRANIERE and KATIE BENNER
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After nearly three years of
investigation, after hundreds of
interviews and thousands upon
thousands of pages of docu-
ments, after scores of indict-

ments and court
hearings and guilty
pleas, after endless
hours of cable-

television and dinner-table spec-
ulation, the moment of reckoning
has arrived.

It will be a reckoning for Presi-
dent Trump, to be sure, but also
for Robert S. Mueller III, the
special counsel, for Congress, for
Democrats, for Republicans, for
the news media and, yes, for the
system as a whole. The delivery
of Mr. Mueller’s report to the
Justice Department on Friday
marked a turning point that will
shape the remainder of Mr.
Trump’s presidency and test the
viability of American govern-
ance.

Washington has been waiting
for Mr. Mueller’s findings for so
long and invested in them so
much that it may be hard for
what he has delivered to live up
to the breathless anticipation.
But once released, the Mueller
report will transform the political
landscape, fueling calls for the
president’s impeachment or
providing him fodder to claim
vindication — or possibly, in this
live-in-your-own-reality moment,
both at the same time.

Democrats on Friday played
down the notion that the report
would be the final word, fearing
that anything less than a bomb-
shell would undercut their own
drive to investigate Mr. Trump
not only on Russia’s election
interference but on the myriad
other subjects that have drawn
their attention. Mr. Trump, for
his part, had engaged in a partic-
ularly manic Twitter spree lately,
assailing the “witch hunt” and
the “hoax” and everyone he
blames for them, like his fellow
Republicans John McCain and
Jeff Sessions, in what some had
interpreted as a sign of his own
anxiety before the special coun-
sel’s verdict. But he was reported
to appear relieved with early
reports on Friday.

The fact that Mr. Mueller
issued no further indictments as
he wrapped up on Friday and
never charged any Americans
alleging criminal conspiracy
between the Trump campaign
and Russia emboldened the
president’s Republican allies, 

Turning Point
Becomes Test

For President
By PETER BAKER
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WASHINGTON — The mak-
ings of an epic constitutional bat-
tle over the executive branch’s
power to keep information secret
from Congress started to take
shape on Friday, as Attorney Gen-
eral William P. Barr began to
weigh how much to disclose about
the findings of the special counsel,
Robert S. Mueller III.

As Mr. Barr officially informed
Congress that Mr. Mueller had
handed in his long-awaited report

about the Trump-Russia investi-
gation to the Justice Department,
Democrats on Capitol Hill imme-
diately reiterated their demands
to see the entire document — and
more.

Democrats have made clear
they are also determined to gain
access to the Mueller team’s sup-
porting evidence and other inves-

tigative files, virtually guarantee-
ing a fight.

“Now that Special Counsel
Mueller has submitted his report
to the attorney general, it is imper-
ative for Mr. Barr to make the full
report public and provide its un-
derlying documentation and find-
ings to Congress,” Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senator Chuck Schu-
mer, the Democratic leader, said in
a joint statement.

In a letter to Congress on Fri-
day, Mr. Barr said he might re-
lease Mr. Mueller’s principal con-

What Should Be Made Public? A Battle Looms
By CHARLIE SAVAGE Questions of Executive

Privilege and Secrecy

Continued on Page A17

Sarai Pridgen had just gotten
home from debate practice on
Monday evening when she
opened her laptop to find her
Facebook feed flooded with
stories about a staggering statis-
tic: Only seven black students had
been admitted into Stuyvesant
High School, out of 895 spots. The
number was causing a wrenching
citywide discussion about race
and inequality in America’s larg-
est school system.

Sarai said she felt sickened by
the statistic — yet unsurprised. A
16-year-old sophomore, she is one
of just 29 black students out of
about 3,300 teenagers at
Stuyvesant.

“I go to this school every day, I
walk through the hallways of this
school, and I don’t think I see a
black person usually through my
day,” said Sarai, who lives in Park
Slope, Brooklyn. “It wasn’t shock
that I felt, it was the same wave of

disappointment I feel every time I
look at the demographics of this
school.”

New York is being rocked by a
fight over the future of its selec-
tive schools, but at Stuyvesant,
the admission statistics are espe-
cially piercing. For students, it is
hard enough being a teenager, bal-
ancing grades and homework

with social pressures and a bar-
rage of Instagram Stories.

But imagine being one of the
few black and Hispanic students
at one of the country’s most selec-
tive public schools.

The nine black and Hispanic
students who gathered for an in-
terview after school on Wednes-

Fed Up and Pushing for Diversity at Elite School
By ELIZA SHAPIRO

New York’s Stuyvesant High has few blacks and Hispanics.
CHRISTOPHER LEE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A22

WASHINGTON — President
Trump undercut his own Treasury
Department on Friday with a sud-
den announcement that he had
rolled back newly imposed North
Korea sanctions, appearing to
overrule national security experts
as a favor to Kim Jong-un, the
North Korean leader.

The move, announced on Twit-
ter, was a remarkable display of
dissension within the Trump ad-
ministration. It created confusion
at the highest levels of the federal
government, just as the presi-
dent’s aides were seeking to pres-
sure North Korea into returning to
negotiations over dismantling its
nuclear weapons program.

“It was announced today by the
U.S. Treasury that additional
large scale Sanctions would be
added to those already existing
Sanctions on North Korea,” Mr.
Trump tweeted. “I have today or-
dered the withdrawal of those ad-

ditional Sanctions!”
The Treasury Department an-

nounced new sanctions on Friday
against Iran and Venezuela, but
not North Korea.

However, economic penalties
were imposed on Thursday on two
Chinese shipping companies sus-
pected of helping North Korea
evade international sanctions.

Those penalties, announced with
news releases and a White House
briefing, were the first imposed
against North Korea since late last
year and came less than a month
after a summit meeting between
Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim collapsed
in Hanoi, Vietnam, without a deal.

It was initially believed that Mr. 

A Defiant Trump Mutes North Korea Sanctions
By ALAN RAPPEPORT

Continued on Page A11

President Trump rescinded new penalties affecting North Korea.
ED JONES/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

LONG WAIT Not even the president’s personal lawyer seemed to have
any idea what was happening as Friday dragged on. PAGE A18
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WASHINGTON — The investi-
gation led by Robert S. Mueller III
found no evidence that President
Trump or any of his aides coordi-
nated with the Russian govern-
ment’s 2016 election interference,
according to a summary of the
special counsel’s key findings
made public on Sunday by Attor-
ney General William P. Barr.

Mr. Mueller, who spent nearly
two years investigating Moscow’s
determined effort to sabotage the
last presidential election, found no
conspiracy “despite multiple of-
fers from Russian-affiliated indi-
viduals to assist the Trump cam-
paign,” Mr. Barr wrote in a letter
to lawmakers.

Mr. Mueller’s team drew no con-
clusions about whether Mr.
Trump illegally obstructed jus-
tice, Mr. Barr said, so he made his
own decision. The attorney gen-
eral and his deputy, Rod J. Rosen-
stein, determined that the special
counsel’s investigators had insuf-
ficient evidence to establish that
the president committed that of-
fense.

He cautioned, however, that Mr.
Mueller’s report states that “while
this report does not conclude that
the president committed a crime,
it also does not exonerate him” on
the obstruction of justice issue.

Still, the release of the findings
was a significant political victory
for Mr. Trump and lifted a cloud
that has hung over his presidency
since before he took the oath of of-
fice. It is also likely to alter discus-
sion in Congress about the fate of
the Trump presidency; some

Democrats had pledged to wait
until the special counsel finished
his work before deciding whether
to initiate impeachment proceed-
ings.

The president trumpeted the
news almost immediately, even as
he mischaracterized the special
counsel’s findings. “It was a com-
plete and total exoneration,” Mr.
Trump told reporters in Florida
before boarding Air Force One.
“It’s a shame that our country had
to go through this. To be honest,
it’s a shame that your president
has had to go through this.”

He added, “This was an illegal
takedown that failed.”

Mr. Barr’s letter was the culmi-
nation of a tense two days since
Mr. Mueller delivered his report to
the Justice Department. Mr. Barr
spent the weekend poring over
the special counsel’s work, as Mr.
Trump strategized with lawyers
and political aides at his Mar-a-
Lago estate in Florida.

Mr. Mueller, who has been a
spectral presence in the capital for
nearly two years — so often dis-
cussed, but so rarely seen — was
photographed leaving a church on
Sunday morning just across La-
fayette Square from the White
House.

Hours later, Mr. Barr delivered
his letter describing the special
counsel’s findings to Congress.
But congressional Democrats
have demanded more, and the let-
ter could be just the beginning of a
lengthy constitutional battle be-
tween Congress and the Justice 

MUELLER FINDS NO TRUMP-RUSSIA CONSPIRACY
President Sees ‘Exoneration,’ but Barr Says 

Inquiry Did Not Settle Obstruction Issue

By MARK MAZZETTI and KATIE BENNER
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The Blue Devils rallied in the final
minute to edge Central Florida, 77-76,
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Rob Gronkowski, 29, a three-time Super
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WASHINGTON — President
Trump was in the private quarters
of his Palm Beach, Fla., club on
Sunday afternoon when two
White House lawyers briefed him
on the details of Attorney General
William P. Barr’s four-page sum-
mary of the Russia investigation.

Mr. Trump, just back from a

round of golf, expressed vindica-
tion, though no great display of
emotion, two people close to him
said. An hour later, as he boarded
Air Force One to fly to Washing-
ton, a very different Mr. Trump
emerged.

Speaking with barely concealed
fury, he told reporters, “It’s a
shame that our country had to go
through this. To be honest, it’s a
shame that your president has
had to go through this.” He deni-

grated the investigation, led by
the special counsel, Robert S.
Mueller III, as an “illegal take-
down that failed” and said those
responsible for it should face scru-
tiny.

Mr. Trump’s aides warned him
not to react to the findings with a
sense of triumphalism, people
close to him said. But the presi-
dent, who has long felt victimized
by the Russia investigation and 

Quiet Weekend Closes With Triumph and Fury

By MARK LANDLER
and MAGGIE HABERMAN

President Trump spoke angrily with reporters on Sunday before leaving Florida for Washington.
TOM BRENNER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — For Presi-
dent Trump, it may have been
the best day of his tenure so far.
The darkest, most ominous cloud
hanging over his presidency was
all but lifted on Sunday with the
release of the special counsel’s
conclusions, which undercut the
threat of impeachment and pro-
vided him with a powerful boost
for the final 22 months of his
term.

There are still other clouds
overhead and no one outside the
Justice Department has actually
read the report by Robert S.
Mueller III, the special counsel,
which may yet disclose damning
information if made public. But
the end of the investigation with-
out findings of collusion with
Russia fortified the president for
the battles to come, including his
campaign for re-election.

While critics will still argue
about whether Mr. Trump tried

to obstruct justice, the president
quickly claimed vindication and
Republican allies pounced on
their Democratic colleagues for
what they called an unrelenting
partisan campaign against him.
Even as his own party’s congres-
sional leaders called on the coun-
try to move on, however, the
president indicated that he may
not be ready to, denouncing the
very existence of Mr. Mueller’s
investigation as “an illegal take-
down that failed” and calling for
a counterinvestigation into how
it got started.

Emboldened and angry, the
president can now proceed with
his administration without the
distraction of new search war-
rants and indictments by Mr.
Mueller’s team or the worry that
the special counsel might charge
Mr. Trump’s family members or 

Burden Lifts, Leaving President
Fortified for the Battles to Come

By PETER BAKER
NEWS ANALYSIS

Continued on Page A16

THE MEDIA After hours of waiting for news to break, TV anchors and
commentators scrambled to interpret “a lot of legalese.” PAGE A17

Attorney General William P. Barr leaving his house on Sunday.
ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES

WASHINGTON — Over the 22
months of their inquiry, Robert S.
Mueller III’s investigators exam-
ined countless documents and in-
terviewed dozens of witnesses, in-
cluding some of the highest-rank-
ing lawyers and aides in the White
House, to determine whether
President Trump obstructed jus-
tice. But in the end, the special
counsel reached no conclusion —
instead producing a report that
merely marshaled evidence on
both sides.

Then, Attorney General
William P. Barr, a political appoint-
ee whom Mr. Trump installed less
than a month ago and who began
reading Mr. Mueller’s report on
Friday, stepped in. With the con-
currence of his deputy, Rod J.
Rosenstein, Mr. Barr seized the
opportunity to render a judgment
— pronouncing Mr. Trump clear of
committing any criminal offense.

The propriety of that move by
Mr. Barr — who had written an un-
solicited memo last year arguing
that Mr. Mueller ought not to be
permitted to investigate Mr.
Trump for obstruction of justice —
is certain to be a focus of political
contention as Congress grapples
with what it now knows about the
still-secret Mueller report.

Mueller Demurs
So Barr Makes
A Key Decision
By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT

and CHARLIE SAVAGE

Continued on Page A17

INQUIRIES Democrats vowed to press on with investigations of the
president while demanding access to Mr. Mueller’s report. PAGE A16

Continued on Page A14

Late Edition
Today, early morning showers in ar-
eas, afternoon sunshine, cooler, high
52. Tonight, clear, colder, low 31. To-
morrow, sunny, breezy, chilly, high
46. Weather map is on Page A19.
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WASHINGTON — When Presi-
dent Trump met with his embat-
tled homeland security secretary
on Sunday to force her out after
months of eruptions over immi-
gration policy, the only other per-
son in the room was Mick Mul-
vaney, who made no effort to head
off the confrontation and instead
helped draft the resignation letter.

When Mr. Trump decided to get
rid of his Secret Service director,
officials said, Mr. Mulvaney deliv-
ered the message rather than try
to talk the president out of it.
When Mr. Trump considered
whether to ask a court to invali-
date the Affordable Care Act de-
spite opposition from his own top
legal advisers, Mr. Mulvaney’s re-
sponse: Follow your gut.

In his first 100 days as the presi-
dent’s acting chief of staff, Mr.
Mulvaney has assumed a central
role in Mr. Trump’s circle but one
markedly different than the previ-
ous two occupants of his corner of-
fice. For the first time since taking
office, Mr. Trump has a chief of
staff who has made it his job to en-
courage rather than restrain the
president’s conservative instincts
— to let Trump be Trump, in effect.

AT WHITE HOUSE,
GATEKEEPER LETS
TRUMP BE TRUMP

LOYALIST SHUNS LIMITS

Acting Chief of Staff Seen
as Enabler of Actions

Others Squelched

By PETER BAKER
and MAGGIE HABERMAN

BARR’S PLEDGE The redacted
Mueller report will be released
“within a week.” Page A15.

ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A15

JERUSALEM — Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, Israel’s conservative
prime minister for the past dec-
ade, appeared poised early on
Wednesday to win a fourth con-
secutive term in office, and a fifth
overall.

Both Mr. Netanyahu and his
chief rival, Benny Gantz, a cen-
trist former military chief, de-
clared victory after Tuesday’s par-
liamentary election, with each of
their parties appearing to receive
a similar number of votes, accord-
ing to preliminary results. But a
count of the broader blocs needed
to form a coalition government
appeared to give Mr. Netanyahu’s
Likud party a clear advantage
over Mr. Gantz’s Blue and White.

Mr. Netanyahu now seems all
but sure to surpass the nation’s
founding leader, David Ben Gur-
ion, as Israel’s longest-serving
prime minister.

Victory would also provide Mr.
Netanyahu, 69, with a renewed
mandate as he battles a looming
indictment on charges of bribery
and corruption.

A dominant global player who
has built a strong economy, Mr.
Netanyahu is widely credited with
having kept the country secure
and delivered a series of long-
sought diplomatic victories, many
of them thanks to President
Trump.

Regardless of the outcome, Mr.
Gantz’s strong performance was a
remarkable achievement for a po-
litical newcomer and a brand-new
party. Mr. Gantz, a career soldier
who retired as chief of staff in
2015, entered politics last year for
the first time, joining forces with
two other former army chiefs in
an effort to blunt Mr. Netanyahu’s
claim that only he could keep Is-
rael safe.

More than a million Israelis ap-
peared to have voted for Mr.
Gantz’s Blue and White party,
placing it in the position of being
the main alternative to Israel’s
right wing, a spot once held by the
Labor Party.

Initial exit polls had projected a
muddled outcome, and many Is-
raelis went to bed on Tuesday sus-

NETANYAHU EDGES
TOWARD VICTORY

IN ISRAEL’S VOTE

TEST IN RAZOR-THIN RACE

Prime Minister Is Poised
to Achieve Milestone

With a 5th Term

By ISABEL KERSHNER
and DAVID M. HALBFINGER

Continued on Page A10
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President Trump has adopted
a blunt new message in recent
days for migrants seeking refuge
in the United States: “Our coun-
try is full.”

To the degree the president is
addressing something broader
than the recent strains on the
asylum-seeking process, the line
suggests the nation can’t accom-
modate higher immigration
levels because it is already burst-
ing at the seams. But it runs
counter to the consensus among
demographers and economists.

They see ample evidence of a
country that is not remotely
“full” — but one where an aging
population and declining birth-
rates among the native-born
population are creating under-
populated cities and towns, va-
cant housing and troubled public
finances.

Local officials in many of those
places view a shrinking popula-
tion and work force as an exist-
ential problem with few obvious
solutions.

“I believe our biggest threat is
our declining labor force,” said
Gov. Phil Scott of Vermont, a
Republican, in his annual budget
address this year. “It’s the root of
every problem we face.

“This makes it incredibly
difficult for businesses to recruit
new employees and expand,
harder for communities to grow
and leaves fewer of us to cover
the cost of state government.”

Or if you look at a city like
Detroit, “many of the city’s prob-
lems would become less difficult
if its population would start
growing,” said Edward Glaeser, a
Harvard economist. “All sorts of
things like the hangover pension
liability become much more
solvable if you’re actually looking
at new people coming in.”

This consensus is visible in 

A ‘Full’ Nation
In Dire Need
Of New Faces

Decline of Work Force
Contradicts President

By NEIL IRWIN
and EMILY BADGER

Continued on Page A12

Perhaps the most telling poll of
the Democratic primary season
hasn’t been about the Democratic
primary at all, but about the fall-
out from an old racist photo on the
yearbook page of Gov. Ralph
Northam of Virginia. He was pum-
meled on social media after the
revelation, and virtually every
Democratic presidential candi-
date demanded his resignation.

Yet the majority of ordinary
Democrats in Virginia said Mr.
Northam should remain in office,
according to a Washington Post/
Schar School poll a week later.

And black Democrats were likeli-
er than white ones to say Mr.
Northam should remain.

Today’s Democratic Party is in-
creasingly perceived as domi-
nated by its “woke” left wing. But
the views of Democrats on social
media often bear little resem-
blance to those of the wider Demo-
cratic electorate.

The outspoken group of Demo-

cratic-leaning voters on social me-
dia is outnumbered, roughly 2 to 1,
by the more moderate, more di-
verse and less educated group of
Democrats who typically don’t
post political content online, ac-
cording to data from the Hidden
Tribes Project. This latter group
has the numbers to decide the
Democratic presidential nomina-
tion in favor of a relatively moder-
ate establishment favorite, as it
has often done in the past.

A majority of Democrats who
don’t share their political views on
social media consider themselves
moderates or conservatives, com-
pared with 29 percent of those
who do post political content on-

Liberals on Twitter Don’t Speak for Quiet Majority
By NATE COHN

and KEVIN QUEALY
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Democratic-leaning voters who post about politics 

on social media are outspoken and very liberal ...

... but they are outnumbered, nearly 2 to 1, by the more moderate, more diverse and 

less educated group of Democrats who don’t post political content online:

KavaNOPE!

Tax the 1%

Break up big tech
End the Electoral College!

Green New Deal

Free college for all!

Medicare 4 all!

Go AOC!

Warren 2020!

Stack the court!

It’s MUELLER time

Rent control now!

YES in my backyard
March for women!

Housing is a human right!

National Popular Vote!

Impeach Trump!#MeToo

Black Lives Matter

Bernie 2020!

#MMT

Abolish ICE

Progressive activists Other Democrats

Progressive activists Other Democrats

KEY DEMOCRATS WHO POST POLITICAL CONTENT TO SOCIAL MEDIA

DEMOCRATS WHO DON’T POST POLITICAL CONTENT TO SOCIAL MEDIA

Democratic Voters Are
More Centrist Offline,

Hinting at ’20 Race

Continued on Page A16

“The Vaccine Safety Hand-
book” appears innocuous, a slick
magazine for parents who want to
raise healthy children. But tucked
inside its 40 pages are false warn-
ings that vaccines cause autism
and contain cells from aborted hu-
man fetuses.

“It is our belief that there is no
greater threat to public health
than vaccines,” the publication
concludes, contradicting the sci-

entific consensus that vaccines
are generally safe and highly ef-
fective.

The handbook, created by a
group called Parents Educating
and Advocating for Children’s
Health, or Peach, is targeted at ul-
tra-Orthodox Jews, whose ex-
panding and insular communities
are at the epicenter of one of the
largest measles outbreaks in the
United States in decades.

On Tuesday, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio declared a public health emer-
gency in parts of Brooklyn in an

effort to contain the spread of
measles in ultra-Orthodox neigh-
borhoods there. He said unvacci-
nated individuals would be re-
quired to receive the measles vac-
cine — or be subjected to a fine —
as the city escalated its campaign
to stem the outbreak.

Peach’s handbook — with let-
ters signed by rabbis and sections
like “Halachic Points of Interest”
— has become one of the main ve-
hicles for misinformation among
ultra-Orthodox groups, including
Hasidim. Its message is shared on
hotlines and in group texts.

“Vaccines contain monkey, rat
and pig DNA as well as cow-se-
rum blood, all of which are forbid-
den for consumption according to
kosher dietary law,” Moishe Ka-
han, a contributing editor for 

‘Monkey, Rat and Pig DNA’: Vaccine Fears Drive a Measles Surge
By TYLER PAGER New York City Declares

a Health Emergency

Continued on Page A24

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Behind
the clipped hedges of President
Trump’s sumptuous private clubs
in South Florida, including his
Mar-a-Lago estate where he has
spent many getaway weekends,
there has long been a built-in con-
tradiction to the policy the presi-
dent has repeatedly described as
“America First.”

Many of his employees have
foreign passports.

Romanians serve dinner in lav-
ish banquet halls. South Africans
tend to guests at the spa. Britons
bake elegant pastries. Most are
young people hired as guest work-
ers on special visas, living over
the winter high season in a gated
community with a sand volleyball
pit and a movie theater. In the

mornings, they dress in trim uni-
forms and are chauffeured by van
over a bridge to the luxury com-
pound six miles away in Palm
Beach.

But that’s only part of the
Trump resort work force in South
Florida.

Alongside the foreign guest
workers and the sizable American
staff is another category of em-
ployees, mostly those who work
on the pair of lush golf courses
near Mar-a-Lago. Not offered
apartments, they have been
picked up by Trump contractors
from groups of undocumented la-
borers at the side of the road;
hired through staffing companies
that assume responsibility for
checking their immigration sta-
tus; or brought onto the payroll 

Illegal Workers Discreetly Cut
From Trump’s Clubs in Florida

This article is by Miriam Jordan,
Annie Correal and Patricia Mazzei.

Continued on Page A13

Stacey Abrams, the Democrat who lost
the Georgia governor’s race, had much
to contribute to a panel of scholars
discussing voter suppression. PAGE C1
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The Treasury secretary said it would be
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department would respond to a con-
gressional request for the president’s
tax returns. PAGE A14
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Magic Johnson abruptly announced he
was quitting as the president of basket-
ball operations for the Lakers, who once
again missed the playoffs. PAGE B13
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China’s Appetite for Lumber

The government approved a new osteo-
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pushing to make it harder for
migrants to win asylum. PAGE A12

WEST BANK The United States
has remained unusually silent on
Israeli annexation. PAGE A10

The United States prepared a list of
retaliatory taxes to impose on Euro-
pean Union products as part of a dis-
pute over aerospace subsidies. PAGE B1
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$11 Billion in Tit-for-Tat Tariffs
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JERUSALEM — Benjamin
Netanyahu’s apparent re-election
as prime minister of Israel at-
tests to a starkly conservative
vision of the Jewish state and its
people about where they are and
where they are headed.

They prize stability, as well as
the military and economic securi-
ty that Mr. Netanyahu has deliv-
ered.

Though in many ways they
have never been safer, they
remain afraid — especially of
Iran and its influence over their
neighbors, against which Mr.
Netanyahu has relentlessly cru-
saded. They are persuaded by
his portrayal of those who chal-
lenge him, whether Arab citizens
or the left, as enemies of the
state. They take his resemblance
to authoritarian leaders around
the world as evidence that he
was ahead of the curve.

They credit Mr. Netanyahu,
whose strategic vision values
power and fortitude above all,
with piloting Israel to unprece-
dented diplomatic heights and
believe still more is possible. And
they are loath to let anyone less
experienced take the controls.

“Let’s be honest with our-
selves,” said Michael B. Oren, a
former Israeli ambassador to
Washington. “Our economy is
excellent, our foreign relations
were never better, and we’re
secure. We’ve got a guy in poli-
tics for 40 years: We know him,
the world knows him — even our
enemies know him.”

Not everyone is so enamored
of him.

Mr. Netanyahu’s coalition
appears to have won 65 of the
120 seats in Parliament. But his
positions on the issues differed
little from those of his main
challenger, Benny Gantz, sug-
gesting that close to half of the
electorate would have simply
preferred someone else in the
job.

As he assembles a new coali-
tion, how Mr. Netanyahu man-
ages that divide will be his first 

Israelis Lean
On Stability
With Leader

Netanyahu Is Symbol
of Cherished Security

NEWS ANALYSIS

By DAVID M. HALBFINGER

Continued on Page A12

SAN YSIDRO, Calif. — It was
never like this before.

The migrants come now in the
middle of the night or in the bright
light of day. Men and women ar-
rive by the hundreds, caked with
dirt, with teens and toddlers in
tow. They jump the small fences in
remote parts of Texas, and they
gather on the hot pavement at the
main border crossing in Califor-
nia. Tired and fearful, they look for
the one thing that they pray will
allow them to stay in the United
States, at least for a while: a Bor-
der Patrol agent.

Gone are the days when young,
strong men waited on the Tijuana
River levees for their chance to
wade across the water, evade cap-
ture and find work for the sum-
mer. These days, thousands of
people a day simply walk up to the
border and surrender. Most of
them are from Central America,
seeking to escape gang violence,
sexual abuse, death threats and
persistent poverty. The smug-
glers have told them that they will
be quickly released, as long as
they bring a child, and that they
will be allowed to remain in the
United States for years while they
pursue their asylum cases.

The very nature of immigration
to America changed after 2014,
when families first began showing
up in large numbers. The result-
ing crisis has overwhelmed a sys-
tem unable to detain, care for and
quickly decide the fate of tens of
thousands of people who claim to
be fleeing for their lives. For
years, both political parties have
tried — and failed — to overhaul
the nation’s immigration laws,
mindful that someday the govern-
ment would reach a breaking
point.

That moment has arrived. The
country is now unable to provide
the necessary humanitarian relief
for desperate migrants or even
basic controls on the number and 

Migrants Pour
Into a System
That’s ‘on Fire’

U.S. Border Could Be
at a Breaking Point

This article is by Michael D.
Shear, Miriam Jordan and Manny
Fernandez.

Continued on Page A20

Astronomers announced on
Wednesday that at last they had
captured an image of the unob-
servable: a black hole, a cosmic
abyss so deep and dense that not
even light can escape it.

For years, and for all the mount-
ing scientific evidence, black
holes have remained marooned in
the imaginations of artists and the
algorithms of splashy computer
models of the kind used in Christo-

pher Nolan's outer-space epic “In-
terstellar.” Now they are more real
than ever.

“We have seen what we thought
was unseeable,” said Shep Doele-
man, an astronomer at the Har-
vard-Smithsonian Center for As-
trophysics, and director of the ef-
fort to capture the image, during a
Wednesday news conference in
Washington, D.C.

The image, of a lopsided ring of
light surrounding a dark circle
deep in the heart of a galaxy

known as Messier 87, some 55 mil-
lion light-years away from Earth,
resembled the Eye of Sauron, a re-
minder yet again of the implaca-
ble power of nature. It is a smoke
ring framing a one-way portal to
eternity.

To capture the image, astrono-

mers reached across intergalactic
space to Messier 87, or M87, a gi-
ant galaxy in the constellation
Virgo. There, a black hole several
billion times more massive than
the sun is unleashing a violent jet
of energy some 5,000 light-years
into space.

The image offered a final, ring-
ing affirmation of an idea so dis-
turbing that even Einstein, from
whose equations black holes
emerged, was loath to accept it. If 

Peering Into Light’s Graveyard: The First Image of a Black Hole
By DENNIS OVERBYE

Scientists captured a view of a black hole at the heart of a galaxy known as Messier 87, some 55 million light-years away from Earth.
EVENT HORIZON TELESCOPE COLLABORATION, VIA NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Linked Antennas Turn
Earth Into Telescope

Continued on Page A16

WASHINGTON — Senator
Bernie Sanders stepped to the
lectern on Wednesday, red-faced
and rumpled as ever, with a plac-
ard screaming “Medicare for All,”
and likened his quest for a govern-
ment-run universal health plan to
earlier movements for women’s
rights, civil rights, workers’ rights

and gay rights.
“What we are involved in is not

just health care legislation,” he de-
clared, flanked by admiring doc-
tors in lab coats, Democratic sena-
tors and one of his rivals for the
Democratic presidential nomina-
tion, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of
New York. “We are involved in a
great struggle.”

Medicare for All is not passing
this Congress. Its cost is still un-

known, the mechanisms to pay for
it still the subject of debate. But
behind Mr. Sanders’s choreo-
graphed theatrics were the un-
mistakable politics of 2020 and his
campaign for president, a cam-
paign that never really ended with
the election of Donald J. Trump.

After the 2016 election, Demo-
crats made efforts to pull Mr.
Sanders, a political independent
from Vermont, into the fold with a

newly minted leadership post. But
that has only bolstered his plat-
form to seek the presidency — and
gave him more power to disrupt
the party’s status quo.

“I ran for president; I got 13 mil-
lion votes, going over 1,700 dele-
gates to the Democratic conven-
tion, and got more young people’s
votes than Clinton and Trump 

Using Senate Standing, Sanders Reintroduces Medicare for All
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

Continued on Page A19
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Portage Lake near Anchorage. Last month, temperatures in Alaska were as much as 20 degrees above historical averages. Page A13.
Melting Sooner Than Expected

WASHINGTON — Attorney
General William P. Barr said on
Wednesday that he would scruti-
nize the F.B.I.’s investigation of
the Trump campaign’s ties to Rus-
sia, including whether “spying”
conducted by American intelli-
gence agencies on the campaign’s
associates had been properly car-
ried out.

“I think spying on a political
campaign is a big deal,” Mr. Barr
said during testimony before a
Senate Appropriations subcom-
mittee, adding that he wanted to
look into both “the genesis and the
conduct” of the F.B.I. inquiry. He
cast his interest as a matter of pro-
tecting civil liberties from poten-
tial abuse by the government.

“I think spying did occur,” Mr.
Barr said. “The question is
whether it was adequately predi-
cated. And I’m not suggesting that
it wasn’t adequately predicated.
But I need to explore that.”

The remarks by the new attor-
ney general — particularly his
embrace of the term spying,
which is frequently invoked by
critics of the Russia investigation
— are certain to please President
Trump and his allies, who have ac-
cused American law enforcement

officials of targeting his campaign
out of political malice.

Mr. Barr’s pledge, made as he
prepares to make public in coming
days a redacted version of the spe-
cial counsel’s report on the Russia
inquiry, was a sign that after
nearly three years of investigat-
ing the president’s campaign and
Russia, the Justice Department’s
focus may begin to shift in a direc-
tion that Mr. Trump has de-
manded.

In addition to Mr. Barr’s review
of the F.B.I. investigation, the Jus-
tice Department’s inspector gen-
eral, a specially tasked United
States attorney and Republicans
in Congress are all studying key
actions taken during the course of
the inquiry. Those actions include
how officials opened the Trump-
Russia investigation, called Cross-
fire Hurricane, and obtained a se-
cret warrant to wiretap a former
Trump campaign adviser.

Mr. Trump’s thirst for a reckon-
ing among his inquisitors appears 

Barr, Asserting ‘Spying’ in 2016,
Cites Questions, but Not Evidence

By NICHOLAS FANDOS and ADAM GOLDMAN

Continued on Page A22

MUELLER REPORT William P. Barr
said he would consider requests
to see redacted parts. PAGE A22

2020 PLAN In Texas, the presi-
dent said he would use the border
as a campaign issue. PAGE A21

A financial district billed as China’s
Manhattan seems to have everything,
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Glass-and-Steel Ghost Town
Michael Kimmelman says the city
should consider adopting a plan that
would create green space out of a crum-
bling stretch of the expressway. PAGE C1
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Visions for a New B.Q.E.
An ornate station with chandeliers and
skylights sparkles below City Hall, but
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Subway Nirvana, for the Few

During the off-season, an iconic fran-
chise signed LeBron James, the N.B.A.’s
best player. The move didn’t work out
the way anyone intended. PAGE B8
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How the Lakers Fell Apart
The European Union said it would delay
Britain’s exit deadline until Oct. 31 to
avert a devastating divorce that was set
to happen late Friday. PAGE A6
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E.U. Extends Brexit Deadline

Jean Andre Antoine uses a 1947 Crown
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piece of Manhattan. PAGE D1
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National Enquirer for Sale
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Fight Over Diversity Nudge

Pete Buttigieg, gay and Christian, uses
the language of faith to confront evan-
gelicals over gay rights. PAGE A14

NATIONAL A13-24

Challenging Moral Authority

The president’s returns, sought in Con-
gress, would illuminate his income but
not fully decode his finances. PAGE A23

What Trump’s Taxes Might Say

Late Edition
Today, sunshine mixes with some
clouds, cool, high 56. Tonight, in-
creasing clouds, not as cold, low 47.
Tomorrow, cloudy, seasonable, high
59. Weather map is on Page B14.
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PARIS — Notre-Dame cathe-
dral, the symbol of the beauty and
history of Paris, was scarred by an
extensive fire on Monday evening
that caused its delicate spire to
collapse, bruised the Parisian
skies with smoke and further dis-
heartened a city already back on
its heels after weeks of violent
protests.

The spectacle of flames leaping
from the cathedral’s wooden roof
— its spire glowing red then turn-
ing into a virtual cinder — stunned
thousands of onlookers who gath-
ered along the banks of the Seine
and packed into the plaza of the
nearby Hôtel de Ville, gasping and
covering their mouths in horror
and wiping away tears.

“It is like losing a member of
one’s own family,” said Pierre Gui-
llaume Bonnet, a 45-year-old mar-
keting director. “For me there are
so many memories tied up in it.”

Around 500 firefighters battled
the blaze for nearly five hours. By
11 p.m. Paris time, the structure
had been “saved and preserved as
a whole,” the fire chief, Jean-
Claude Gallet, said. The two mag-
nificent towers soaring above the
skyline had been spared, he said,
but two-thirds of the roof was de-
stroyed.

“The worst has been avoided
even though the battle is not com-
pletely won,” President Emman-
uel Macron said in a brief and sol-
emn speech at Notre-Dame on
Monday night, vowing that the ca-
thedral would be rebuilt.

“This is the place where we
have lived all of our great mo-
ments, the epicenter of our lives,”
he said. “It is the cathedral of all
the French.”

The cause of the fire was not im-
mediately known, officials said.
But it appeared to have begun in
the interior network of wooden
beams, many dating back to the
Middle Ages and nicknamed “the
forest,” said the cathedral’s rector,
Msgr. Patrick Chauvet.

No one was killed, officials said,
but a firefighter was seriously in-
jured.

The fire broke out about 6:30 

Fire Mauls Paris’s Beloved Notre-Dame

By ADAM NOSSITER
and AURELIEN BREEDEN

The spire of the landmark Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris collapsed on Monday as a fire raged in the medieval Gothic structure.
GEOFFROY VAN DER HASSELT/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

Macron Promises to
Rebuild ‘Cathedral
of All the French’

Continued on Page A6

Notre-Dame has occupied the
heart of Paris for the better part
of a millennium, its twin medi-
eval towers rising from the small
central island wedged between
the storied left and right banks.

Now, France is burning.
The fire at Notre-Dame hap-

pened on the day that the coun-
try’s troubled president, Emman-
uel Macron, was supposed to
explain how he intended to ad-
dress the demands of the “Yellow
Vest” movement. An anguished,
restless nation has struggled to

cope with the monthslong upris-
ing and with the frayed social
safety net that spurred the pro-
tests. Generations that had come
to rely on this social safety net,
as a matter of national pride and
identity, see it going up in smoke.

On Monday, so was the cathe-
dral, which for centuries has
enshrined an evolving notion of
Frenchness. The symbolism was
hard to miss.

This fire is not like other re-
cent calamities.

When flames killed dozens

trapped in Grenfell Tower in
London, it exposed a scandalous
lack of oversight and a city of
disastrous inequities. When a
bridge collapsed in Genoa, Italy,
also taking life, it revealed the
consequential greed of privatiza-
tion and a congenital absence of
Italian leadership. When the
National Museum of Brazil
burned down, also through un-
conscionable government ne-
glect, it wiped a tangible swath of
South American history from the
face of the earth, incinerating
anthropological records of lost 

Tears for Symbol of a Nation’s Enduring Identity
By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN

Continued on Page A7
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Lawrence Cherono, left, edged ahead of Lelisa Desisa to win the Boston Marathon. Page B10.
Sprint to the Finish in Boston

OTTAWA — It was the sort of
audience meant to be a natural fit
for Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau of Canada — more than
300 young women taking part in a
“Daughters of the Vote” day of
civic engagement in Parliament.
But no sooner had he begun to
speak than several dozen of the
women stood up and dramatically
turned their backs on him.

“Respect the integrity of wom-
en & indigenous leaders in poli-
tics,” Deanna Allain, one of the
participants, said in a tweet aimed
at Mr. Trudeau earlier this month.
“Do better.”

Try as he might, Mr. Trudeau
can’t seem to move past the con-
troversy that has sucked up most
of the air in Canada since Febru-
ary, when the country’s first Indig-
enous female attorney general
quit after accusing the prime min-
ister’s office of inappropriately

pressuring her to consider a civil
rather than criminal penalty for a
company accused of corruption.

The episode has propelled Can-
ada into an agonized, bad-tem-
pered and occasionally hairsplit-
ting argument about the rule of
law, the exigencies of party loyalty
and the role of women, Indigenous
people and feminism in political
life.

It has also left Mr. Trudeau,
whose cabinet by design contains 

Canada Asks, What Is a Feminist Government?
By SARAH LYALL

Continued on Page A9

him,” a still angry Ms. Tanden cor-
rected in a recent interview.

Ms. Tanden now leads the Cen-
ter for American Progress, Mr.
Shakir runs Bernie Sanders’s
presidential campaign and the en-
mity between the two camps burst
into the open last weekend. Mr.
Sanders, angry about a video
produced by ThinkProgress that
ridicules his new status as one of
the millionaires he has vilified on
the campaign trail, sent a scorch-
ing letter to the center’s board, ac-
cusing Ms. Tanden of “maligning
my staff and supporters and belit-
tling progressive ideas.”

The blowup is another reflec-
tion of the ideological divisions
among Democrats, this time be-

WASHINGTON — The bad
blood started early.

In 2008, Neera Tanden, then a
top aide on Hillary Clinton’s first
presidential campaign, accompa-
nied Mrs. Clinton to what was ex-
pected to be an easy interview at
the Center for American
Progress, the influential group
founded by top Clinton aides. But
Faiz Shakir, the chief editor of the
think tank’s ThinkProgress web-
site, asked Mrs. Clinton a question
about the Iraq war, an issue dog-
ging her candidacy because she
had supported it.

Ms. Tanden responded by cir-
cling back to Mr. Shakir after the
interview and, according to a per-
son in the room, punching him in
the chest.

“I didn’t slug him, I pushed Continued on Page A13

Right Where Democrats Left Off:
It’s Clinton Loyalist vs. Sanders

By ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON and KENNETH P. VOGEL

WASHINGTON — President
Trump has often seen the political
benefits of stigmatizing Muslims.

During the 2016 campaign, he
would not rule out creating a reg-
istry of Muslims in the United
States. He claimed to have seen
“thousands” of Muslims cheering
on rooftops in New Jersey after
Sept. 11, a statement that was
widely debunked. And after the
deadly attacks in Paris and Cali-
fornia, Mr. Trump called for a mor-
atorium on Muslims traveling to
the United States.

“I think Islam hates us,” Mr.
Trump told Anderson Cooper, the
CNN host.

Now, with 19 months until the
2020 election, Mr. Trump is seek-
ing to rally his base by sounding
that theme again. And this time,
he has a specific target: Repre-
sentative Ilhan Omar, Democrat
of Minnesota and one of the first
Muslim women elected to Con-
gress.

In Ms. Omar, a Somali refugee

whose family received asylum in
the United States when she was a
teenager, Mr. Trump has found a
perfect foil: a progressive whose
embrace of the boycott-Israel
movement and attacks on sup-
porters of the Jewish state have
already made her a divisive figure
within her own party. As the first
woman to wear a hijab on the
House floor — she pushed for a
rules change to allow it — she is
also a powerful, and visible sym-
bol for Muslims and refugees.

Mr. Trump and his team are try-
ing to make Ms. Omar, who is rela-
tively unknown in national poli-
tics, a household name, to be seen 

TRUMP REKINDLES
CAMPAIGN THREAT
OF ISLAMIC PERIL

LAWMAKER IS NEW FOIL

A Move to Rally His Base
Unifies Democrats in

Defense of Omar

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

Congresswoman Ilhan Omar
says she has received threats.

JIM BOURG/REUTERS

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — President
Trump is embracing a new tactic
as he tries to rewrite the rules of
global trade: Don’t believe a final
deal is truly final.

Mr. Trump, who has called deal-
making his “art form,” has used
his unpredictability as a source of
leverage in discussions with Eu-
rope, Canada, Mexico, Japan and
elsewhere. He has dangled the
possibility of lifting American
metal tariffs while threatening to
add new tariffs on automobiles at
any time. He has repeatedly
agreed to new trade terms with
foreign partners, then talked
about undoing those deals to
achieve additional goals.

Mr. Trump has argued that this
aggressive and unpredictable ne-
gotiating style allows him to ex-
tract greater economic conces-
sions than past administrations —
and he may be right, at least in the
short run. But his approach is
causing concern among business
groups and foreign officials, who
say the uncertainty Mr. Trump
loves to sow could undermine the
role the United States has tradi-
tionally played in setting and sta-
bilizing the global rules of trade,
hampering economic growth in
the process.

His administration is working
on a number of trade deals, includ-
ing agreements with South Korea,
Canada and Mexico and discus-
sions with China, Europe and Ja-
pan. On Monday, the European
Union approved a mandate giving
the bloc the authority to negotiate
a limited trade agreement with
the United States. And Japanese
officials met with their American
counterparts on Monday in Wash-
ington for preliminary trade talks.

But constantly moving the goal
posts comes at a cost. Trade ex-
perts say the president appears to
be encouraging some partners to
drag their feet in dealings with the
United States or find other trading
partners to diversify away from
the relationship. It has also creat-
ed uncertainty for companies,
which could negate the benefits of
the trade deals Mr. Trump strikes.

“This administration’s ap-
proach to trade is bully, bully,
bully,” said Mary Lovely, a senior
fellow at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics. “What
will be the ramifications in the fu-
ture? We really don’t know. We
need cooperation on so many
things.”

Canada and Mexico have re-
peatedly scrambled as a result of
Mr. Trump’s tactics. After months
of painful negotiations, the United
States reached a revised North
American Free Trade Agreement 

Continued on Page A8
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Trade Partners May Try
to Outwait Trump
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PARIS — President Emmanuel
Macron asked French citizens on
Tuesday night to come together in
the aftermath of the calamitous
fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral and
to move beyond the divisions that
have wrenched the country dur-
ing months of violent street pro-
tests.

Mr. Macron, who has faced a
virtual uprising against his pro-
business government, sought to
rally a country still devastated by
the fire and turn the profound, yet
undoubtedly fleeting, moment of
national mourning and unity to his
advantage.

Like his predecessor, François
Hollande, who steered France
through two terrorist attacks, Mr.
Macron suggested that politics be
forgotten in the aftermath of the
fire and called attention to the
grand national rebuilding project
— vowing to restore the gargan-
tuan Gothic gem in a mere five
years.

“So, yes, we will rebuild Notre-
Dame Cathedral, more beautiful
than ever, and I want this to be fin-
ished in five years,” Mr. Macron
said. “We can do it, and we will
mobilize to do so.”

After an inspection Tuesday,
with firefighters still searching for
smoldering embers, the French
authorities declared the 850-year-
old cathedral structurally sound,
if wounded by three troubling
“holes” in the sweeping vaulted
ceiling.

How the fire started remains
under intensive investigation,
though the authorities were treat-
ing the disaster as an accident, fo-
cusing on workers who were car-
rying out another round of nearly
constant renovations at the scaf-
folding-shrouded site.

Wealthy benefactors — includ-
ing the French energy company
Total, L’Oréal and the family of
Bernard Arnault, the richest man 

Macron Encourages Unity
After Notre-Dame Tragedy

The French President
Seizes a Moment

of Mourning

By ADAM NOSSITER
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Notre-Dame’s attic, the space above the 

cathedral’s soaring stone arches, contained 

a lattice of wooden support beams that 

became fuel in the fire.
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Top, a fire that lasted more than 12 hours at the iconic Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris left the interior filled with debris on Tuesday.
Above, the fire burned through most of the wooden roof and toppled its spire within an hour on Monday evening. Continued on Page A10

PARIS — Inside the cavernous
cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris,
the last Mass of the day was un-
derway on Monday of Holy Week
when the first fire alarm went off.
It was 6:20 p.m., 25 minutes be-
fore the heavy wooden doors were
scheduled to close to visitors for
the day.

Worshipers, sightseers and
staff were ushered out, and some-
one went up to check the most vul-
nerable part of the medieval
structure — the attic, a lattice of
ancient wooden beams known as
“the forest” — but no fire was
found, Rémy Heitz, the Paris pros-
ecutor, said on Tuesday.

At 6:43 p.m., another alarm
rang. It was just 23 minutes later,
but when they returned to the at-
tic, it was clear they had a major
problem: It was on fire. Soon
much of the roof and the delicate
spire rising high above it were
also engulfed in flames, fanned by
a strong breeze.

Exactly how the fire broke out is
now the subject of an intensive in-
vestigation by the French authori-
ties, who are so far treating the
disaster as an accident.

Much remains to be learned.
But already it is emerging that No-
tre-Dame, irreplaceable as it is to
France’s heritage, lacked the fun-
damental fire-prevention safe-
guards that are required in more
modern structures and have been
grafted onto other ancient cathe-
drals elsewhere in Europe.

Some of those elements, like
firewalls or a sprinkler system,
were absent by choice — so as not
to alter the landmark’s design or
to introduce electrical wiring
deemed a greater risk amid the
timbers that supported Notre-
Dame’s ornate lead roof.

“There had been a systematic
refusal to install anything electri-

A ‘Forest’ of Parched
Timber, and Little

to Stop a Blaze

This article is by Aurelien Bree-
den, Elian Peltier, Liz Alderman
and Richard Pérez-Peña.

Continued on Page A8

WASHINGTON — When Leah
Daughtry, a former Democratic
Party official, addressed a closed-
door gathering of about 100
wealthy liberal donors in San
Francisco last month, all it took
was a review of the 2020 primary
rules to throw a scare in them.

Democrats are likely to go into
their convention next summer
without having settled on a presi-
dential nominee, said Ms. Daugh-
try, who ran her party’s conven-
tions in 2008 and 2016, the last two
times the nomination was con-
tested. And Senator Bernie Sand-
ers of Vermont is well positioned
to be one of the last candidates
standing, she noted.

“I think I freaked them out,” Ms.
Daughtry recalled with a chuckle,
an assessment that was con-
firmed by three other attendees.
They are hardly alone.

From canapé-filled fund-raisers
on the coasts to the cloakrooms of
Washington, mainstream Demo-
crats are increasingly worried
that their effort to defeat Presi-
dent Trump in 2020 could be com-
plicated by Mr. Sanders, in a politi-
cal scenario all too reminiscent of
how Mr. Trump himself seized the
Republican nomination in 2016.

How, some Democrats are be-
ginning to ask, do they thwart a
70-something candidate from out-
side the party structure who is im-
mune to intimidation or incentive
and wields support from an unwa-
vering base, without simply re-
inforcing his “the establishment is
out to get me”’ message — the
same grievance Mr. Trump used

to great effect?
But stopping Mr. Sanders, or at

least preventing a contentious
convention, could prove difficult
for Democrats.

He has enormous financial ad-
vantages — already substantially
outraising his Democratic rivals
— that can sustain a major cam-
paign through the primaries. And
he is well positioned to benefit
from a historically large field of
candidates that would splinter the
vote: If he wins a substantial num-
ber of primaries and caucuses and
comes in second in others, thanks
to his deeply loyal base of voters
across many states, he would pick

up formidable numbers of dele-
gates.

To a not-insignificant number of
Democrats, of course, Mr. Sand-
ers’s populist agenda is exactly
what the country needs. And he
has proved his mettle, having
emerged from the margins to
mount a surprisingly strong chal-
lenge to Hillary Clinton, earning
13 million votes and capturing 23
primaries or caucuses.

His strength on the left gives
him a real prospect of winning the
Democratic nomination and could
make him competitive for the
presidency if his economic justice 

Continued on Page A17

Sanders, Surging, Has Democrats Jittery (Again)
By JONATHAN MARTIN

Some Democrats, worried about a divided 2020 race, are start-
ing to ask how to thwart Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont.
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WASHINGTON — In the last
couple of weeks, President
Trump repeatedly called his
enemies “treasonous.” He threat-
ened to punish Democrats by
dumping migrants in their dis-
tricts. He promoted a video tying
a Muslim congresswoman to
images of the Sept. 11 terrorist
attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter.

The message seems clear and
so does the audience: more red
meat for red-state Americans
who have been the foundation of
his political enterprise since his
against-the-odds campaign for
the White House. And it is a
reminder that this president
governs as none of his modern
predecessors did.

The old-fashioned idea that a
president, once reaching office,
should at least pretend to be the
leader of all the people these
days seems so, well, old-fash-
ioned. Mr. Trump does not bother
with the pretense. He is speaking
to his people, not the people. He
has become, or so it often seems,
the president of the United Base
of America.

Mr. Trump travels nearly five
times as often to states that were
in his column in 2016 as to those
that supported Hillary Clinton.
He has given several times more
interviews to Fox News than to
all the other major networks

combined. His social media
advertising is aimed dispropor-
tionately at older Americans who
were the superstructure of his
victory in the Electoral College in
2016. His messaging is permeat-
ed with divisive language that
galvanizes core supporters more
than it persuades anyone on the
fence, much less on the other
side.

“Just from a pure governance
standpoint, the ability to be pres-
ident of a majority of the country,
they don’t even to seem to con-
sider that’s part of being presi-
dent,” said Matthew Dowd, who 

Continued on Page A14
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Trump, in Politics or in Travel, 
Seldom Strays From His Base

By PETER BAKER

Greeting President Trump at a
West Virginia rally on Nov. 2.
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The singer Sparkle, above, once testi-
fied against R. Kelly in a sexual abuse
case. She might do it again. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

Speaking Out Despite the Costs
Gina Haspel, the agency’s director, has
been adept at winning the president’s
ear, if not at influencing policy. PAGE A15

NATIONAL A13-17

Nearing a Year Atop the C.I.A.

The president rejected a bipartisan
resolution to force an end to American
military involvement in Saudi Arabia’s
civil war in Yemen. PAGE A12

INTERNATIONAL A4-12

Trump Vetoes Act on Yemen
Business leaders say President Trump,
one of Beijing’s toughest critics, could
force the country to change. Still
needed: support from within. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-8

Could a Trade War Help China?
After a meteoric rise and a crash, the
chef Kwame Onwuachi is drawing
attention with a new approach. PAGE D1

FOOD D1-8

Young Chef Bounces Back

A new book offers an irreverent compi-
lation of the top foods at the heart of
Jewish identity, kosher or not. Page D1

Solomonic Picks for a Tasty List

Thomas L. Friedman PAGE A21

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A20-21

Adam Driver delivers a powerful per-
formance in a lopsided revival of the
play “Burn This.” A review. PAGE C1

Turning Up the Heat Onstage
A Mississippi town’s lackluster payoff
on legal sports betting is not making
other places eager to try it. PAGE A13

Disappointing Wager in South

The two agreed to dismiss all litigation
between them and for Apple to pay
royalties on Qualcomm patents. PAGE B1

Apple and Qualcomm Settle
The Duke and Duchess of Sussex plan
to skip the ritual photo op, further
straining ties with the press. PAGE A4

No Pictures of the Baby, Please

Roberto Clemente wore No. 21, and
many Latino players want the jersey
retired throughout baseball. PAGE B9

SPORTSWEDNESDAY B9-13

A Number as a Cause
As far as New Jersey’s drivers are
concerned, New York’s congestion tolls
amount to a “keep out” sign. PAGE A18

NEW YORK A18-19

The Latest Cross-Hudson Spat

WASHINGTON — The Trump
administration on Tuesday took
another significant step to dis-
courage migrants from seeking
asylum, issuing an order that
could keep thousands of them in
jail indefinitely while they wait for
a resolution of their asylum re-
quests.

The order issued by Attorney
General William P. Barr was an ef-
fort to deliver on President
Trump’s promise to end the “catch
and release” of migrants crossing
the border in hopes of escaping
persecution in their home coun-
tries.

The order — which directs im-
migration judges to deny some
migrants a chance to post bail —
will not go into effect for 90 days.
It is all but certain to be chal-
lenged in federal court, but immi-
grant rights lawyers said it could
undermine the basic rights of peo-
ple seeking safety in the United
States.

“They want to send a message
that you will get detained,” said
Judy Rabinovitz, a deputy direc-
tor of the Immigrants Rights’
Project at the American Civil Lib-
erties Union. “We are talking
about people who are fleeing for
their lives, seeking safety. And our
response is just lock them up.”

Mr. Barr’s order is the latest ef-

Barr Withholds
Bail to Migrants
Seeking Asylum

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
and KATIE BENNER

Continued on Page A16
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WASHINGTON — Robert S.
Mueller III revealed the scope of a
historic Russian campaign to sab-
otage the 2016 presidential elec-
tion in a much-anticipated report
made public on Thursday, and he
detailed a frantic monthslong ef-
fort by President Trump to thwart
a federal investigation that imper-
iled his presidency from the start.

Mr. Mueller, the special counsel,
laid out how his team of prosecu-
tors wrestled with whether Mr.
Trump’s actions added up to a
criminal obstruction-of-justice of-
fense. They ultimately chose not
to charge Mr. Trump, citing nu-
merous legal and factual con-
straints, but pointedly declined to
exonerate him and suggested that
it might be the role of Congress to
settle the matter.

The report laid bare that Mr.
Trump was elected with the help
of a foreign power, and cataloged
numerous meetings between Mr.
Trump’s advisers and Russians
seeking to influence the campaign
and the presidential transition
team — encounters set up in pur-
suit of business deals, policy ini-
tiatives and political dirt about
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic
candidate for president.

The special counsel concluded
that there was “insufficient evi-
dence” to determine that the pres-
ident or his aides had engaged in a
criminal conspiracy with the Rus-
sians, even though the Trump
campaign welcomed the Kremlin
sabotage effort and “expected it
would benefit electorally” from
the hacks and leaks of Democratic
emails.

Then, after federal investiga-
tors opened an inquiry into the ex-
traordinary Russian campaign,
the president repeatedly tried to
undermine it.

“If we had confidence after a
thorough investigation of the facts
that the president clearly did not
commit obstruction of justice, we
would so state,” Mr. Mueller’s in-
vestigators wrote. “Based on the
facts and the applicable legal
standards, however, we are un-
able to reach that judgment.”

Fevered speculation, now put to
rest, arose in some circles that Mr.
Trump and his immediate family
might be in legal peril from Mr.
Mueller’s investigation. At the
same time, the report offered
reams of evidence of a climate of
deceit — and a base impulse for
self-preservation — among a
president and his top aides not
seen since the days of Richard M.
Nixon.

That impulse prompted some
presidential advisers to try to
block Mr. Trump’s demands that
they take steps to protect him
from federal investigators. Some
feared getting wrapped up in the
widening inquiry.

“The president’s efforts to influ-
ence the investigation were
mostly unsuccessful, but that is
largely because the persons who
surrounded the president de-
clined to carry out orders or ac-
cede to his requests,” the report
said.

The special counsel found that
Mr. Trump had the authority to
make many of his most controver-
sial decisions, including the firing
of James B. Comey as the F.B.I. di-
rector, by virtue of the powers the
Constitution grants him. At the
same time, it is a far more damn-

MUELLER REPORT LAYS OUT RUSSIAN CONTACTS
AND TRUMP’S FRANTIC EFFORTS TO FOIL INQUIRY

No Charges of Criminal Conspiracy
and No ‘Judgment’ on Obstruction

By MARK MAZZETTI

Continued on Page A10

SPECIAL SECTION The executive
summaries and excerpts from
the Mueller report. Section F.

WASHINGTON — As Presi-
dent Trump met with advisers in
the Oval Office in May 2017 to dis-
cuss replacements for the F.B.I.
director he had just fired, Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions slipped
out of the room to take a call.

When he came back, he gave
Mr. Trump bad news: Robert S.
Mueller III had just been ap-
pointed as a special counsel to
take over the investigation into
Russia’s interference in the 2016
presidential election and any ac-
tions by the president to impede it.

Mr. Trump slumped in his chair.
“Oh, my God,” he said. “This is ter-
rible. This is the end of my presi-
dency. I’m fucked.”

It has not been the end of his
presidency, but it has come to con-
sume it. Although the resulting
two-year investigation ended
without charges against Mr.
Trump, Mr. Mueller’s report
painted a damning portrait of a
White House dominated by a
president desperate to thwart the
inquiry only to be restrained by
aides equally desperate to thwart
his orders.

The White House that emerges
from more than 400 pages of Mr.
Mueller’s report is a hotbed of con-
flict infused by a culture of dishon-
esty — defined by a president who
lies to the public and his own staff,
then tries to get his aides to lie for
him. Mr. Trump repeatedly threat-
ened to fire lieutenants who did
not carry out his wishes while
they repeatedly threatened to re-
sign rather than cross lines of pro-
priety or law.

At one juncture after another,
Mr. Trump made his troubles
worse, giving in to anger and
grievance and lashing out in ways
that turned advisers into wit-
nesses against him. He was saved
from an accusation of obstruction
of justice, the report makes clear,
in part because aides saw danger
and stopped him from following 

Culture of Chaos
Rooted in the
Oval Office

By PETER BAKER
and MAGGIE HABERMAN
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Obstruction of justice remains an open question

Trump tried to undermine the investigation, but his staff didn’t go along

Trump’s frequently faulty memory limited responses to the inquiry

Lies impeded the inquiry into possible Russian interference

No evidence of conspiracy despite the campaign’s interest in Russia’s offers

 

 

 

 

 

Trump thought Mueller’s appointment would ruin his presidency

VOL. II, PAGE 78

When Sessions told the president that a special counsel had  
been appointed, the president slumped back in his chair and said, 
‘Oh my God. This is terrible. This is the end of my presidency.’

VOL. II, PAGE 182

If we had confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts 
that the president clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, 
we would so state. Based on the facts and the applicable legal 
standards, we are unable to reach that judgment.

VOL. II, PAGE 158

The president’s efforts to influence the investigation were 
mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely because the persons 
who surrounded the president declined to carry out orders or 
accede to his requests. 

APPENDIX C, PAGE 1

We received the president’s written responses in late 
November 2018. ...  We noted, among other things, that the 
president stated on more than 30 occasions that he ‘does not 
recall’ or ‘remember’ or have an ‘independent recollection’ of 
information called for by the questions. Other answers were 
‘incomplete or imprecise.’

VOL. I, PAGE 9

The investigation established that several individuals affiliated 
with the Trump campaign lied to the office, and to Congress, 
about their interactions with Russian-affiliated individuals and 
related matters. Those lies materially impaired the investiga-
tion of Russian election interference. 

VOL. I, PAGE 173

The investigation established multiple links between Trump 
campaign officials and individuals tied to the Russian  
government. Those links included Russian offers of assistance 
to the campaign. ...  Ultimately, the investigation did not 
establish that the campaign coordinated or conspired with the 
Russian government in its election-interference activities.

Mueller contends that Congress can charge a president with obstruction

VOL. II, PAGE 8

The conclusion that Congress may apply the obstruction laws  
to the president’s corrupt exercise of the powers of office  
accords with our constitutional system of checks and balances 
and the principle that no person is above the law. 

For 21 minutes on Thursday
morning, with the nation watch-
ing, President Trump had the loy-
al attorney general he had always
longed for.

Reading a prepared statement
and then answering questions
from reporters, Attorney General
William P. Barr presented the spe-
cial counsel’s report, 90 minutes
before its public release, in the
best possible light for the presi-
dent: No conspiracy. No obstruc-
tion. A sincerely frustrated and
angered president who had will-
ingly cooperated with investiga-
tors. No intention on the part of
Robert S. Mueller III to have Con-
gress make the hard call on
whether Mr. Trump might have
broken the law.

At one point, Mr. Barr quoted
Mr. Mueller as telling him that the
Justice Department’s longstand-
ing opinion that a sitting president
could not be indicted was not the
reason he had not pursued an ob-
struction charge against Mr.
Trump. But when the report was
released, it showed that Mr. Muel-
ler had very much considered the
Justice Department’s position to
be a complication if not an impedi-
ment to any charging decision.

It was less a performance of the
nation’s chief law enforcement of-
ficer than that of a defense lawyer
for Mr. Trump, citing selective

facts to build a case for exonera-
tion and sidestepping elements of
the report less favorable to the
president. It enraged Democrats,
drew heated and substantive re-
buttals, and validated the fears of
Mr. Barr’s critics that he would
bring his expansive view of presi-
dential privilege to a norm-shat-
tering presidency.

Mr. Barr made good on several
promises: He released the confi-
dential report to Congress and the
American public. While the Jus-
tice Department redacted parts of
the report for legal and intelli-
gence reasons, it still provided a
detailed and wide-ranging ac-
count of what Mr. Mueller found in
his nearly two-year investigation
and his reasoning for coming to
the conclusions he did.

But those details put the con-
duct of Mr. Trump and his advis-
ers in a far less flattering light
than either Mr. Barr’s terse news
conference or his summary of the
report’s findings to congressional
leaders last month.

Mr. Barr’s presentation of the
report was “a masterful public re-
lations job,” said Matt Jacobs, a
partner at Vinson & Elkins who
worked as a federal prosecutor in
San Francisco when Mr. Mueller
ran that office and left the Justice 

Defended by Barr, President Gets
Attorney General He Hoped For

By MARK LANDLER and KATIE BENNER

Continued on Page A14

Alicja Kwade’s Roof Garden sculpture
suggests a system of planets afloat on
the Manhattan skyline. PAGE C15
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Celestial Visions Atop the Met
The strength of Alibaba and others has
the company retreating after being
there for more than a decade. PAGE A7

INTERNATIONAL A4-7

Amazon Pulls Back in China

“The Lehman Trilogy” is a theatrical
panorama of the firm’s history and fall.
Lehman descendants and former em-
ployees weigh in on the drama. PAGE B1
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Inside View of a Banking Saga
A fundamental shift in the landscape of
abortion in America has led to new laws
banning the procedure as early as six
weeks of pregnancy. PAGE A8
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Rolling Back Abortion Rights
Two university regents voted against a
coach’s contract, questioning the moral-
ity of the sport. PAGE B7

SPORTSFRIDAY B7-10

Colorado’s Football Dissenters

David Brooks PAGE A25

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25

Resilient pitching and a sweep of the
Red Sox bode well for the rest of the
season, Tyler Kepner writes. PAGE B7

Yanks Weathering Injury Storm

Laurie Metcalf and John Lithgow play
the ultimate power couple losing steam.
Ben Brantley reviews. PAGE C1

Putting the Clintons on Stage
The Vatican has been rife with talk of a
rival power center to Francis since
Benedict published a letter. PAGE A4

Two Popes, Two Views

James Cohen, a son of the founder of
the Hudson News franchise, agreed to
buy the famed supermarket tabloid for
a reported $100 million. PAGE B1

National Enquirer Is Being Sold

Self Racing Cars, an open-track event in
California for autonomous vehicles to
race against the clock, draws hackers,
tinkerers and engineers. PAGE B1

A Robot in the Fast Lane

We sent a survey on climate change to
the 18 Democrats seeking the presiden-
cy. They didn’t agree on much. PAGE A9

18 Opinions on Climate Policy

A man taken into custody at St. Pat-
rick’s with gas cans was also removed
from a New Jersey church. PAGE A19
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Suspect’s Path to St. Patrick’s

WASHINGTON — House Dem-
ocrats, facing some of the most
striking evidence yet from Robert
S. Mueller III that President
Trump tried to thwart his investi-
gation, edged closer on Thursday
to confronting a question they
have long tried to avoid: whether
the president’s behavior warrants
impeachment.

Although the more than 400-
page report made public on
Thursday found “insufficient evi-
dence” to conclude that Mr.
Trump conspired in Russia’s inter-
ference in the 2016 election and
cited legal and factual constraints
preventing Mr. Mueller from
charging Mr. Trump with obstruc-
tion of justice, the special counsel
presented months of damning
presidential behavior that Demo-
crats said left it up to Congress to
review.

“The conclusion that Congress
may apply the obstruction laws to
the president’s corrupt exercise of
the powers of office accords with
our constitutional system of
checks and balances and the prin-
ciple that no person is above the
law,” Mr. Mueller wrote in the re-
port.

House Democrats, in particular,

Decision Looms
For Democrats:
Try to Impeach? 

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

Continued on Page A17
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WASHINGTON — Three
nations that have long defined
themselves as bitter adversaries
of the United States — North
Korea, Iran and Venezuela —

decided last week
they could take on
President Trump.

Each one is bet-
ting that Mr. Trump is neither as
savvy a negotiator nor as ready
to use military force as he claims.
Each also poses a drastically
different challenge to a president
who has little experience in
handling international crises, has
struggled to find the right bal-
ance of diplomacy and coercion
and has not always been consis-
tent in defining his foreign policy.

The rising tensions with all
three serve as reminders that
Mr. Trump’s constant talk about
taking care of problems that he
has accused his predecessors of
aggravating, or failing to con-

front, is difficult to convert into
real-world solutions — as events
of recent days have shown.

The confrontation with Iran
appears to be the most volatile at
the moment, with tensions esca-
lating by the day. On Friday, the
Pentagon said it was sending
another naval ship and Patriot
missile interceptor battery to the
Middle East, in addition to an
earlier dispatch of a carrier
group and bombers, because of
potential threats from Iran or
allied Arab militias.

That standoff has been brew-
ing ever since Mr. Trump moved
a year ago to pull out of the Iran
nuclear deal. Tehran announced
a partial withdrawal of its own
last week, threatening to resume
nuclear fuel production unless
Europe acts to undercut Ameri-
can sanctions that have devastat-

Rogue Nations Make a Wager:
They Can Handle the President

By DAVID E. SANGER and EDWARD WONG
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LONDON — Less than two
weeks before pivotal elections for
the European Parliament, a con-
stellation of websites and social
media accounts linked to Russia
or far-right groups is spreading
disinformation, encouraging dis-
cord and amplifying distrust in
the centrist parties that have gov-
erned for decades.

European Union investigators,
academics and advocacy groups
say the new disinformation efforts
share many of the same digital fin-
gerprints or tactics used in previ-
ous Russian attacks, including the
Kremlin’s interference in the 2016
U.S. presidential campaign.

Fringe political commentary
sites in Italy, for instance, bear the
same electronic signatures as pro-
Kremlin websites, while a pair of
German political groups share
servers used by the Russian hack-
ers who attacked the Democratic
National Committee.

The activity offers fresh evi-

dence that despite indictments,
expulsions and recriminations,
Russia remains undeterred in its
campaign to widen political divi-
sions and weaken Western institu-
tions. Despite online policing ef-
forts by American technology
companies, it remains far easier

to spread false information than to
stop it.

Russia remains a driving force,
but researchers also discovered
numerous copycats, particularly
on the far right. Those groups of-
ten echo Kremlin talking points, 

Hackers Sow Discord as Vote Looms in Europe
By MATT APUZZO

and ADAM SATARIANO

Both Russian sites and far-right groups have been spreading dis-
information ahead of European parliamentary elections.
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GAZIANTEP, Turkey — Syrian security of-
ficers hung Muhannad Ghabbash from his
wrists for hours, beat him bloody, shocked him
with electricity and stuck a gun in his mouth.

Mr. Ghabbash, a law student from Aleppo,
repeatedly confessed his actual offense: or-
ganizing peaceful antigovernment protests.
But the torture continued for 12 days, until he
wrote a fictional confession to planning a
bombing.

That, he said, was just the beginning.
He was flown to a crammed prison at Mezze

air base in Damascus, the Syrian capital,
where he said guards hung him and other de-
tainees from a fence naked, spraying them
with water on cold nights. To entertain col-
leagues over dinner, he and other survivors
said, an officer calling himself Hitler forced
prisoners to act the roles of dogs, donkeys and
cats, beating those who failed to bark or bray
correctly.

In a military hospital, he said, he watched a
nurse bash the face of an amputee who begged
for painkillers. In yet another prison, he

counted 19 cellmates who died from disease,
torture and neglect in a single month.

“I was among the lucky,” said Mr. Ghab-
bash, 31, who survived 19 months in detention
until a judge was bribed to free him.

As Syria’s president, Bashar al-Assad,
closes in on victory over an eight-year revolt, a
secret, industrial-scale system of arbitrary ar-
rests and torture prisons has been pivotal to
his success. While the Syrian military, backed
by Russia and Iran, fought armed rebels for
territory, the government waged a ruthless
war on civilians, throwing hundreds of thou-
sands into filthy dungeons where thousands
were tortured and killed.

Nearly 128,000 have never emerged, and
are presumed to be either dead or still in cus-
tody, according to the Syrian Network for Hu-
man Rights, an independent monitoring
group that keeps the most rigorous tally.
Nearly 14,000 were “killed under torture.”
Many prisoners die from conditions so dire
that a United Nations investigation labeled
the process “extermination.”

Now, even as the war winds down, the 

Memos were sent to Syria’s head of military intelligence reporting detainees’ deaths. Some information was blacked out to protect evidence for possible prosecutions.
COMMISSION FOR INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Muhannad Ghabbash in Turkey this year.
After organizing peaceful protests, he was
detained, and tortured, for 19 months.
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INSIDE SYRIA’S TORTURE PRISONS
By ANNE BARNARD

Continued on Page 10

An officer at an institution in Damascus called himself Hitler and entertained
colleagues at dinner by forcing prisoners to act like dogs, donkeys and cats.
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After years of war and suffering, Dar-
furis have seized Sudan’s new freedoms
to join a protest against the military
that once terrorized them. PAGE 6
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Darfur Makes Itself Heard
A Honduran migrant paid coyotes to
deliver her son to her in Texas. He
ended up being held in New York, and
she saw him eight months later. PAGE 18
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A 7-Year-Old’s Border Odyssey
The embrace of market forces by Presi-
dent Mauricio Macri of Argentina has
enraged people who have lost aid and
see no signs of economic revival. PAGE 1
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COLFAX, Wis. — President
Trump came to Wisconsin late last
month to boast about the state’s
unemployment rate, which has
been at or near 3 percent for more
than a year. “It’s never been this
low before. Ever, ever, ever,” he
said. (Fact check: true.)

It’s a message that strikes a
chord with Bubba Benson, who
lives paycheck to paycheck but
says that is still better than where
he was a few years ago after get-
ting laid off from a shoe ware-
house “when all the jobs went to
Mexico.” His new job at a plastics
manufacturing plant covers the
bills and pays good overtime.
There are even a few extra bucks
in his paycheck now, which he
credits to Mr. Trump’s tax cut.

“It didn’t let me go out and buy a
new house,” Mr. Benson said as he
leaned on the bar at the Outhouse,
a watering hole on Main Street in
this village of about 1,100 people.
“But that wasn’t what it was for.”

As 21 candidates compete to be-
come the Democratic Party’s
nominee in 2020, Mr. Trump is
running on the strongest economy
of any president seeking re-elec-
tion since Bill Clinton in 1996, and
arguably since Richard M. Nixon
in 1972. Job creation is strong and
last month the unemployment 

In Rural North,
Economy Offers

Path for Trump
By JEREMY W. PETERS

Continued on Page 21

WASHINGTON — A yearlong
trade war between the United
States and China is proving to be
an initial skirmish in an economic
conflict that may persist for dec-
ades, as both countries battle for
global dominance, stature and
wealth.

Progress toward a trade agree-
ment nearly collapsed this past
week, with both sides hardening
their bargaining positions. And
even if a trade deal is reached, it
may do little to resolve tensions
between the world’s two largest
economies.

The United States is increas-
ingly wary of China’s emerging
role in the global economy and the
tactics it uses to get ahead, includ-
ing state-sponsored hacking, ac-
quisitions of high-tech companies
in the United States and Europe,
subsidies to crucial industries and
discrimination against foreign
companies.

The Trump administration has
begun trying to limit China’s eco-
nomic influence in the United
States and abroad, warning about
China’s ambitions in increasingly
stark terms. Mike Pompeo, the
secretary of state, compared Chi-
na’s ambitions to Russia and Iran
in a speech in London last
Wednesday, saying Beijing poses
“a new kind of challenge; an au-
thoritarian regime that’s integrat-
ed economically into the West in
ways that the Soviet Union never
was.”

The United States has been
erecting barriers to limit Chinese 

Trade Standoff
Is Initial Volley
In China Battle

Global Tug of War May
Persist for Decades

By ANA SWANSON
and KEITH BRADSHER

Continued on Page 20

TRIP CANCELED Rudolph Giuliani,
facing Democratic criticism, will
skip a visit to Ukraine. PAGE 27

Today, rain and drizzle, breezy,
chilly, high 53. Tonight, rain and
drizzle, chilly, low 48. Tomorrow, pe-
riodic rain, breezy, chilly, high 50.
Weather map appears on Page 24.
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DALLAS — By the time it pulled
into Dallas, the bus from Arizona was
two hours and 47 minutes late. It had
left Phoenix overbooked, turned
away passengers with tickets in Tuc-
son, rolled through El Paso at 2 a.m.
and finally disgorged its human
cargo — a busload of exhausted mi-
grants, mostly from Central America
— shortly before dusk the next day.

A sign in the Greyhound bus termi-
nal listed the ongoing routes that
were already facing delayed depar-
tures: San Antonio, Los Angeles,
Houston, Detroit, Atlanta,
Brownsville. All of them would be

late, most of them were full. Those
who had missed their connections
would need to wait in line, an agent
announced, as the disembarking pas-
sengers — many of them with no
food, no money and no possessions
beyond what was in their slim back-
packs — listened in stunned silence.

“My God, we are going to have to
spend two nights here,” Zuleima Lo-
pez, recently arrived from Guatema-
la with her husband and three chil-
dren, murmured as she surveyed the
ragged tableau inside the terminal.
Refuse had long before overfilled the
available trash bins, and a rank odor
wafted out from the restrooms.

Mothers, fathers and children hud-
dled together on scraps of cardboard,
atop tattered blankets and splayed-
out jackets. Feverish babies with
runny noses fussed in their mothers’
arms.

At one end of the station, several
passengers jostled for $7.50 meal
vouchers — 19 cents less than the
cheapest cheeseburger combo — un-
til, halfway through the line, the
agent announced there were no more
vouchers.

A Greyhound road trip across the
country has long been a hallmark of
the American experience, a “leave
the driving to us” way for those who

couldn’t afford airfare or a car to
come home from college, start new
jobs, get to the coast, leave problem-
atic situations behind.

But along the border and deep into
parts of the nation’s interior, the
Greyhound buses plying the inter-
state highway system have become
an essential element in an extraordi-
nary new migration.

Entering the country at a rate of
more than 5,000 each day, new arriv-
als from Guatemala, Honduras and
El Salvador are departing border
towns by the busload. While Presi-
dent Trump has made a point of 

1,600 Miles, 85 Hours: A Migration by Bus
After Detention and Processing, a Family’s Journey Continues on Greyhound

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Caleb Lopez, 6,
slept in the back of
a Greyhound bus
traveling from
Tucson to Nash-
ville. His family left
Guatemala this
year and crossed
into the United
States in March.

By MIRIAM JORDAN

Continued on Page A10

MOBILE, Ala. — Like nearly
everyone who grew up in Afri-
catown, Felice Harris had heard
the origin story of her little Ala-
bama neighborhood, passed
around from relative to relative
and house to house.

It was the story of a group of
West Africans carried to Alabama
on the last slave ship to reach the
United States. After the Civil War,
they established and governed a
thriving community of their own.

Ms. Harris, a retired kindergar-

ten teacher, knew that the story of
the ship and its human cargo was
well documented by historians,
and she told it to her students each
year. But she occasionally won-
dered how much myth had seeped
into the history — because the
ship, which was said to have been
burned and sunk in the waters
nearby, had never been found.

Last week, all such doubts
evaporated. A team of re-
searchers confirmed that a sub-
merged wooden wreck lodged in
the mud a few miles up the Mobile
River from the Africatown settle-
ment was almost certainly the
Clotilda, the schooner that had
carried the 110 kidnapped Afri-
cans to Alabama from what is now
the nation of Benin in 1860.

Historians lauded the discovery
as a crucial missing piece of the
broader American story. In Afri-
catown, a semi-isolated clutch of 

Trying to Turn Vessel of Evil Into Symbol of Pride
By RICHARD FAUSSET

Thelma Maiben-Owens photographed relatives’ graves in Africatown, a community in Mobile, Ala.
EMILY KASK FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Neighborhood Wants to
Display Slave Ship

Continued on Page A14

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Alex Carll
was presenting his research about
the impact of e-cigarette smoke on
mouse hearts at an American
Heart Association conference
when a man from Juul Labs ap-
proached him and started asking
questions.

“He seemed genuinely con-
cerned about the health implica-
tions of Juul,” said Dr. Carll, who
recalled meeting the e-cigarette
company’s medical liaison, Jeff
Vaughan, in November as he
stood by a poster of his research
findings. “He said they were look-
ing for people to collaborate with
and that they could offer up to
$200,000.”

As a 37-year-old assistant pro-
fessor of physiology at the Univer-
sity of Louisville medical school,
with his eyes on his own research
lab, Dr. Carll was tempted.

“Two hundred thousand is a lot,
just for supplies and equipment,”
Dr. Carll said. “That would get me
off the ground and running.”

Wary of hurting his reputation,
however, Dr. Carll turned Juul
down.

That scenario is playing out at
medical conferences and universi-
ties across the country, as the
company aggressively recruits 

Scientists Balk
At Juul’s Offers

Of Study Cash
By SHEILA KAPLAN

Continued on Page A12

NEW DELHI — Ed Dohring, a
doctor from Arizona, had
dreamed his whole life of reaching
the top of Mount Everest. But
when he summited a few days
ago, he was shocked by what he
saw.

Climbers were pushing and
shoving to take selfies. The flat
part of the summit, which he esti-
mated at about the size of two
Ping-Pong tables, was packed
with 15 or 20 people. To get up
there, he had to wait hours in a
line, chest to chest, one puffy
jacket after the next, on an icy,
rocky ridge with a several-thou-
sand-foot drop.

He even had to step around the
body of a woman who had just
died.

“It was scary,” he said by tele-
phone from Kathmandu, Nepal,
where he was resting in a hotel
room. “It was like a zoo.”

This has been one of the deadli-
est climbing seasons on Everest,
with at least 10 deaths. And at
least some seem to have been
avoidable.

The problem hasn’t been ava-
lanches, blizzards or high winds.
Veteran climbers and industry 

It’s ‘Like a Zoo’
At Everest’s Tip
As Deaths Soar
This article is by Kai Schultz, Jeff-

rey Gettleman, Mujib Mashal and
Bhadra Sharma.

Continued on Page A7

Thanks to the Super Bowl, the
N.F.L. is often discussed in terms
of a before and an after.

The era before the 1966 sea-
son, when the N.F.L. and A.F.L.
created a championship game
between the leagues that became
the greatest spectacle in Ameri-
can sports, was defined by
strong defenses, running games
and a group of star quarterbacks
— Sammy Baugh, Otto Graham,
Y.A. Tittle — who are discussed
in the vaguest, yet grandest, of
terms. Each was a Paul Bunyan-
like hero who dealt with impossi-
ble weather and poor equipment,
yet accomplished feats we can’t
possibly understand but are
meant to appreciate.

The time after the Super Bowl
has its own star quarterbacks —
Terry Bradshaw, Joe Montana,
Tom Brady — each of whom has
been scrutinized to an almost
unimaginable extent.

In the middle is Bart Starr,
who died on Sunday at 85. He
ushered in the Super Bowl era
with two championships for the
Green Bay Packers. The most
valuable player of Super Bowl I?
Starr. Super Bowl II? Starr 

Starr Held Up
Invisible Bridge

Of N.F.L. Eras
By BENJAMIN HOFFMAN

AN APPRAISAL

Continued on Page A13

BRUSSELS — Populists and
nationalists who want to chip
away at the European Union’s
powers increased their share in
Europe’s Parliament after four
days of continent-wide elections,
but it was not the deluge that
many traditionalists had feared.

When the vote counting is done,
the populists are expected to get
around 25 percent of the 751 seats,
up from 20 percent five years ago,
figures released by the European
Union showed on Sunday.

Overall the result indicated that
the struggle over the future direc-
tion of the bloc — more integration
among European countries, or
less — would only intensify.

The populists and nationalists
appeared poised for gains that
would give them a larger stage in
Brussels to voice their complaints
about the European Union.

They may now get together to
try to make their points on issues
like immigration and the budget.
And they are likely to try to gum
up the plans of the pro-Europeans,
pressing for more power to go to
the nations rather than to Parlia-
ment or to the bloc’s bureaucracy.

Still, they remain disparate and
divided, and may have trouble
wielding significant power.

Instead, the biggest impact was
likely to be felt exactly where the
far-right and populist leaders
most wanted — in their home
countries, particularly in France
and Italy, where they are threat-
ening to further disrupt tradi-
tional party systems and angling
to gain power. For months, they
have promoted these elections as
a litmus test of their popularity.

“The electorate is crying out for
change and is therefore volatile — 

FAR RIGHT IS SEEN
MAKING INROADS
AS EUROPE VOTES

A BLOW FOR MAINSTREAM

Populists Are Expected to 
Make Modest Strides 

in Parliament

By STEVEN ERLANGER

Continued on Page A6

President Trump came bearing a trophy
to a bout in Tokyo, where he was hosted
by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-8

Diplomacy at the Sumo Ring
In a star-spangled robe and cap, Devin
Person offers “spells” and wise words
to workers and straphangers. PAGE A16
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A Modern-Day Wizard
Mena Massoud, left, talks about playing
the title character in Disney’s new
“Aladdin” film and why a blue Will
Smith “nailed” the genie role. PAGE C1
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Be Careful What You Wish For

If deaths continue at the current pace in
Rio de Janeiro, police killings there will
eclipse last year’s total of 1,538. PAGE A5

Police Kill 5 a Day in Brazil
Keith Raniere claimed “little knowledge”
of a “sorority” within Nxivm, but in
recordings he directs its rituals. PAGE A17

Choreographing a Branding

After accounts from its pilots in recent
years, the Navy has issued new classi-
fied guidance for reporting unexplained
aerial phenomena. PAGE A14
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‘Wow, What Is That?’

At least two people were killed in El
Reno, in the latest round of severe
weather in the state. PAGE A15

Tornado Hits Oklahoma Town

Roger Federer played like his old self 
at the new-look French Open, but An-
gelique Kerber exited early. PAGE D1
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Federer Rolls, but Kerber Falls

As housing costs rise, big cities no
longer make economic sense to those
without four-year college degrees. A
migration away is intensifying, census
figures show. PAGE B1

Superstar Cities Lose Allure
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The two automakers were said to be
deep in negotiations that could ulti-
mately lead to a full-blown merger.
Nissan, Renault’s partner, was not
involved. PAGE B1
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Renault and Fiat Chrysler Deal
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warm, less humid, high 79. Tonight,
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showers and thunderstorms, high
67. Weather map is on Page C8.

$3.00



VOL. CLXVIII . . . No. 58,361 © 2019  The New York Times Company NEW YORK, MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019

C M Y K Nxxx,2019-06-17,A,001,Bs-4C,E2

U(D54G1D)y+?!\!#!#!;

When a neighborhood landlord
named Stephanie Kirnon learned
about the far-reaching changes to
New York’s rent laws, she grew
anxious: How would she afford
the $29,000 in repairs to the leaky
roof of the 26-unit apartment
building she owns in the Bronx?

A few miles away, Gloribel
Castillo, a lifelong Bronx resident
who works two shifts as a cleaner
in Manhattan hotels, received a
text message saying that the rent
measures would be approved by
the New York Legislature. She felt

immediate relief, knowing that the
$1,430 monthly rent on her three-
bedroom apartment could no
longer be sharply increased.

The tightening of rent regula-
tions approved on Friday by the
newly emboldened Democrats in
the Legislature represents one of
the most sweeping interventions
by government in the New York
City real estate market in dec-
ades, establishing new rules for

millions of people on everything
from rent increases to security de-
posits to evictions.

And the epicenter for the im-
pact of the changes could be the
Bronx, the borough with the high-
est percentage of rent-regulated
apartments, and where the land-
lords and tenants have offered
conflicting visions about how
property owners and tenants will
be affected.

Tenants groups have cast the
legislation, which took effect im-
mediately, as an overdue respite
for places like the Bronx, parts of
which have faced rising rents and
displacement in an overheated 

Tenants Are Flourishing vs. ‘Bronx Is Burning’
By LUIS FERRÉ-SADURNÍ

and STEFANOS CHEN

Continued on Page A18

New Rent Laws Spawn
Clashing Outlooks PARIS — Aymen Arfaoui

strapped on a plastic Uber Eats
bag and checked his cellphone for
the fastest bicycle route before
pedaling into the stream of cars
circling the Place de la
République. Time was money, and
Mr. Arfaoui, a nervous 18-year-old
migrant, needed cash.

“I’m doing this because I have
to eat,” he said, locking in a course
that could save him a few minutes
on his first delivery of the day. “It’s
better than stealing or begging on
the street.”

Mr. Arfaoui has no working pa-

pers, and he would pocket a little
more than half that day’s earn-
ings. He said that he owed the rest
to a French bicycle courier who
considered Uber Eats’ terms too
cheap — 3.50 euros (just under
$4) per order plus a bit for mileage
— to do the work himself.

The Parisian courier had out-
sourced the job illicitly to Mr. Ar-
faoui, who had been living in an
abandoned car for a month after

arriving from Tunisia. The mi-
grant teenager said that he
earned €17 that day for four hours
of work.

Food delivery has become a
multibillion-euro business as the
American ride-hailing giant Uber,
the London-based delivery plat-
form Deliveroo and ambitious ri-
vals battle to capture markets and
consumers. But competition has
squeezed pay for couriers,
prompting some to take advan-
tage of the most desperate of job
seekers.

In France, where food delivery
is a booming trend, some couriers
who are registered on such apps 

In France, Gig Workers Exploit Fellow Workers
By LIZ ALDERMAN

Continued on Page A8

Delivery App Couriers
Subcontract for Profit

WASHINGTON — As Presi-
dent Trump prepares to kick off
his bid for a second term this
week, he is anxiously searching
for a way to counter Democrats on
health care, one of their central is-
sues, even though many of his
wary Republican allies would pre-
fer he let it go for now.

Since he announced his previ-
ous run four years ago, Mr. Trump
has promised to replace President
Barack Obama’s health care law
with “something terrific” that
costs less and covers more with-
out ever actually producing such a
plan.

Now he is vowing to issue the
plan within a month or two, reviv-
ing a campaign promise with
broad consequences for next
year’s contest. If he follows
through, it could help shape a
presidential race that Democrats
would like to focus largely on
health care.

While the president has ac-
knowledged that no plan would be
voted on in Congress until 2021,
when he hopes to be in a second
term with Republicans back in
charge of the House, he is gam-
bling that putting out a plan to be
debated on the campaign trail will
negate some of the advantage
Democrats have on the issue.

But nervous Republicans worry
that putting out a concrete plan
with no chance of passage would
only give the Democrats a target
to pick apart over the next year.
The hard economic reality of fash-
ioning a plan that lives up to the
promises Mr. Trump has made
would invariably involve trade-
offs unpopular with many voters.

“Obamacare has been a disas-
ter,” Mr. Trump told ABC News in
an interview aired on Sunday
evening. His own plan, he in-
sisted, would lower costs. “You’ll
see that in a month when we intro-
duce it. We’re going to have a plan.
That’s subject to winning the
House, Senate and presidency,
which hopefully we’ll win all
three. We’ll have phenomenal
health care.”

The president’s renewed inter-
est in health care comes as he
plans an elaborate rally in Orlan-
do, Fla., on Tuesday to open a re-
election campaign that is already
struggling to find its bearings. Af-
ter last week’s leak of a series of
dismal internal poll results from
March showing him trailing in
multiple battleground states, Mr.
Trump first denied that the sur-
veys even existed, only to have his
campaign later confirm that they
in fact were real.

By Sunday, the episode had led
to a purge as the Trump campaign
indicated that it would cut ties
with three of its five pollsters, a 

Trump Revives 
Feud on Health
As Allies Wince

A Fear of Playing Into
Democrats’ Hands

This article is by Peter Baker, Mi-
chael Tackett and Linda Qiu.

Continued on Page A13

POLLSTERS PURGED The presi-
dent’s campaign cut ties with three
pollsters after a leak. PAGE A13

HONG KONG — Protesters
poured into the streets of Hong
Kong on Sunday with renewed de-
termination and a lengthening list
of demands, rejecting the govern-
ment’s retreat on a contentious
extradition bill and extending the
political crisis gripping the semi-
autonomous territory.

Hong Kong’s embattled leader,
Carrie Lam, shelved the bill on
Saturday and followed that up
with a rare apology the next day,
actions that pro-democracy activ-
ists dismissed as too little, too late.

And the sheer size of the dem-
onstration — organizers gave an
unverified estimate of close to two
million of the territory’s seven
million people — made clear the
public remained unsatisfied.

Many of the protesters said
they were disappointed with Mrs.
Lam’s statement, saying it
seemed insincere.

“She only did it under pres-
sure,” said Leo Cheng, a 19-year-
old student.

The marchers’ resolve is send-
ing tremors to Beijing, where
President Xi Jinping’s carefully
nurtured image of strength and
competence is being put to the
test.

“They want to send a message
to Beijing,” said Willy Lam, an ad-
junct professor at the Center for
China Studies at the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong. “If Beijing
wants to do something that really
infringes upon Hong Kong’s basic
value, Hong Kong people will turn
out in force, again and again, to
pour out their discontent.”

The marchers filled broad ave-
nues and ran the length of down-
town Hong Kong, parents with
their children, groups of students
and numerous retirees. Reflecting
their changing mood, most
dressed in black, a stark change
from the white most wore the pre-
vious week.

They chanted and carried signs
listing their demands: the com-
plete withdrawal of the bill, not
just an indefinite suspension; an
impartial investigation into the
police use of force during Wednes-
day’s clashes with protesters; and
the rescinding the official descrip-
tion of that protest as an illegal
riot, which could expose anyone
arrested during the violent dem-
onstration to long jail terms.

In contrast to Wednesday, po-
lice officers stood by on Sunday in
a crowd-control role, with no alter-
cations or arrests reported.

There were no immediate plans
for another march. But labor un-
ions, which tend to be weak in
Hong Kong, have called for differ-
ent sectors of society to take turns 

AN APOLOGY FAILS
TO QUELL FERVOR
FOR NEW RALLIES

ACTIVISTS CLOG STREETS

Crisis Deepens as New
Demands Are Made

in Hong Kong

By KEITH BRADSHER
and DANIEL VICTOR

Mourners lit candles in Hong Kong for a man who fell to his death late Saturday while unfurling a protest banner from scaffolding.
ANTHONY KWAN/GETTY IMAGES
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BEIJING — China’s leader, Xi
Jinping, was in Tajikistan on Sat-
urday, celebrating his 66th birth-
day with the Russian president,
Vladimir V. Putin, when the politi-
cal crisis in Hong Kong took a dra-
matic turn with an unexpected re-
treat in the face of mass protests.

Mr. Xi’s trip fortuitously gave
him some distance from the
events in Hong Kong, where the
leadership on Saturday sus-
pended its push for legislation to
allow extraditions to mainland
China. But the measure had been
backed by Beijing, and there was
no mistaking that the reversal
was a stinging setback for him.

The move, the biggest conces-
sion to public pressure during Mr.
Xi’s nearly seven years as China’s
paramount leader, suggests that
there are still limits to his power,
especially involving events out-
side the mainland, even as he has
governed with an increasingly au-
thoritarian grip.

“This is a defeat for Xi, even if
Beijing frames this as a tactical re-
treat,” said Jude Blanchette, a
consultant and the author of a new
book on the revival of revolution-
ary ideology in the country, “Chi-
na’s New Red Guards.”

On Sunday, hundreds of thou-
sands of people marched again in
Hong Kong despite the govern-
ment’s concession a day before,
insisting that the legislation be
withdrawn while making new de-
mands, including one for an inves-
tigation into the use of excessive 

Xi Faces Threat
As Hong Kong
Defies Beijing 

By STEVEN LEE MYERS

Continued on Page A6

KALAMAZOO, Mich. — The
text messages were coming in all
day and night with only two data
points: Gender and age. With
each one that arrived, the on-call
caseworker at Bethany Christian
Services in Michigan had 15 min-
utes to find a foster home for an-
other child who was en route from
the border. On a brisk winter day
in February 2018, Alma Acevedo
got a message that caught her
breath: “4 months. Boy.”

Since the summer of 2017, Ms.
Acevedo, a 24-year-old social
worker, had been seeing a myste-
rious wave of children arriving
from the border, most of them
from Central America. Those who
were old enough to talk said they
had been separated from their
parents. “The kids were just in-
consolable, they’d be like,
‘Where’s my mommy? Where’s
my daddy?’” Ms. Acevedo said.
“And it was just constant crying
after that.”

None of them had been this

young, and few had come this far.
When he arrived at her office after
midnight, transported by two con-
tract workers, the infant was
striking, with long, curled eye-
lashes framing his deep brown
eyes. His legs and arms were
chubby, seeming to indicate that
he had been cared for by someone.
So why was he in Michigan?

Ms. Acevedo went to her com-
puter and pulled up the only docu-
ment that might help answer that
question, a birth certificate from 

4 Months Old, and Whisked Away
A Family’s Long Ordeal to Reclaim a Son Taken at the Border

By CAITLIN DICKERSON

Florentina Mutu with her son Constantin back home in Romania after they were reunited last year.
TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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SEOUL, South Korea — Presi-
dent Trump on Sunday became
the first sitting American com-
mander in chief to set foot in
North Korea as he met Kim Jong-
un, the country’s leader, at the
heavily fortified Demilitarized
Zone, and the two agreed to re-
start negotiations on a long-
elusive nuclear agreement.

Greeted by a beaming Mr. Kim,
the president stepped across a low
concrete border marker at 3:46
p.m. local time and walked 20
paces to the base of a building on
the North Korean side for an
unprecedented, camera-friendly
demonstration of friendship in-
tended to revitalize stalled talks.

“It is good to see you again,” an
exuberant Mr. Kim told the presi-
dent through an interpreter. “I
never expected to meet you in this
place.”

“Big moment, big moment,” Mr.
Trump told him.

After about a minute on offi-
cially hostile territory, Mr. Trump
escorted Mr. Kim back over the
line into South Korea, where the
two briefly addressed a scrum of
journalists before slipping inside
the building known as Freedom
House for a private conversation
along with President Moon Jae-in
of South Korea. Mr. Trump said he
would invite Mr. Kim to visit him
at the White House.

“This has a lot of significance
because it means that we want to
bring an end to the unpleasant
past and try to create a new fu-
ture,” Mr. Kim told reporters. “So
it’s a very courageous and deter-
mined act.”

“Stepping across that line was a
great honor,” Mr. Trump replied.
“A lot of progress has been made, a
lot of friendships have been made,
and this has been in particular a
great friendship.”

A showman by nature and past
profession, Mr. Trump delighted
in the drama of the moment,
which he had arranged with a sur-

After Twitter Overture,
Trump and Kim Meet

On North Korean Soil
Two Leaders Agree
to Restart Work on

a Nuclear Deal

By PETER BAKER
and MICHAEL CROWLEY

Continued on Page A8

BERKELEY, Calif. — In 1967,
the superintendent of the Berke-
ley, Calif., school district had re-
solved to desegregate the city
schools. “We will set an example
for all the cities of America,” he
wrote in a report called “Integra-
tion: A Plan for Berkeley,” which
he presented to the Berkeley
Board of Education. “The children
of Berkeley will grow in a commu-
nity where justice is part of their
pattern of life,” the report stated.

Several years later, a young girl
named Kamala Harris, the daugh-
ter of a Tamil Indian mother and a
Jamaican father, boarded a school
bus — part of that school integra-
tion program that would change
her, the city and the country’s con-
versation about racial politics.

“There was a little girl in Cali-
fornia who was part of the second
class to integrate her public
schools, and she was bused to
school every day, and that little
girl was me,” Ms. Harris, now a
senator and candidate for presi-
dent, said on Thursday evening
onstage at the Democratic debate.
She was directly addressing for-
mer Vice President Joseph R. Bi-
den Jr., and what she described as
his history of opposition to man-

datory busing.
In that moment, Ms. Harris in-

voked a complex part of American
history, and the way cities tried to
address how segregated the coun-
try’s classrooms remained more
than a decade after Brown v.
Board of Education was decided.
She also made plain how the con-
versation about integration that
took place in Washington and in 

Busing That Divided Berkeley
Shaped Harris and Her Peers

By NELLIE BOWLES

Kamala Harris, left, with her
sister and mother outside their
Berkeley, Calif., home in 1970.

KAMALA HARRIS CAMPAIGN

Continued on Page A15

SEOUL, South Korea — From
a seemingly fanciful tweet to a
historic step into North Korean
territory, President Trump’s
largely improvised third meeting
on Sunday with Kim Jong-un, the
North Korean leader, was a mas-
terpiece of drama, the kind of
made-for-TV spectacle that Mr.
Trump treasures.

But for weeks before the meet-
ing, which started as a Twitter
offer by the president for Mr.
Kim to drop by at the Demilita-
rized Zone and “say hello,” a real
idea has been taking shape in-
side the Trump administration
that officials hope might create a
foundation for a new round of
negotiations.

The concept would amount to
a nuclear freeze, one that essen-
tially enshrines the status quo,
and tacitly accepts the North as
a nuclear power, something
administration officials have
often said they would never
stand for.

It falls far short of Mr. Trump’s
initial vow 30 months ago to
solve the North Korea nuclear
problem, but it might provide
him with a retort to campaign-
season critics who say the North
Korean dictator has been playing
the American president bril-
liantly by giving him the visuals
he craves while holding back on
real concessions.

While the approach could stop
that arsenal from growing, it
would not, at least in the near
future, dismantle any existing
weapons, variously estimated at
20 to 60. Nor would it limit the
North’s missile capability.

The administration still insists
in public and in private that its
goals remain full denucleariza-
tion. But recognizing that its
maximalist demand for the near-
term surrender of Mr. Kim’s
cherished nuclear program is
going nowhere, it is weighing a
new approach that would begin 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Eyeing Arms ‘Freeze’
to Ease New Talks

By MICHAEL CROWLEY
and DAVID E. SANGER

Continued on Page A9

President Trump, who met with Kim Jong-un on Sunday, became the first sitting United States president to set foot in North Korea.
ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

PLEASANT GROVE, Ala. — In
the days since police officers ar-
rested Marshae Jones, saying she
had started a fight that resulted in
her unborn baby getting fatally
shot, the hate mail has poured in.

“I will encourage all U.S. busi-
ness owners to boycott your
town,” a woman from San Diego
wrote on the Facebook page of the
Pleasant Grove Police Depart-
ment.

“Misogynist trash,” wrote an-
other.

“Fire the chief and arresting of-
ficers,” wrote a third.

But Robert Knight, the police
chief, said his officers had little
choice in the matter.

“If the laws are there, we are
sworn to enforce them,” he said.
“That’s what we’re going to do.”

Around the country, the case of
Ms. Jones — who was indicted by
a grand jury for manslaughter —
has served as a stark illustration
of how pregnant women can be
judged and punished when a fetus
is treated as a person by the jus-
tice system.

Activists have also cited it as a
demonstration of the dangers of
the “personhood” movement,
which pushes for the rights of fe-
tuses to be recognized as equal to
— or even more important than —
the rights of the mothers who
carry them. And many are now
watching as the movement gains
momentum in Alabama, which al-
ready has some of the most re-
strictive reproductive rights laws
in the country.

But in Pleasant Grove, a city of
10,000 people on the western out-
skirts of Birmingham, the case ap-

City Unmoved
By Indictment
In Fetus Death

By FARAH STOCKMAN

Continued on Page A13

DENVER — Serenity Chris-
tensen, 14, is too young to set foot
in one of Colorado’s many mari-
juana shops, but she was able to
spot a business opportunity in le-
gal weed. She is a Girl Scout, and
this year, she and her mother de-
cided to sell their cookies outside
a dispensary. “Good business,” Se-
renity said.

But on the other side of Denver,
legalization has turned another
high school student, David Perez,
against the warehouselike mari-
juana cultivations now clustered
around his neighborhood. He said
their skunky aroma often smacks

him in the face when he walks out
his front door.

These are the ripples of five
years of legal marijuana. Col-
orado’s first-in-the-nation experi-
ment has reshaped health, poli-
tics, rural culture and criminal jus-
tice in surprising ways that often
defy both the worst warnings of
critics and blue-sky rhetoric of the

marijuana industry, giving a
glimpse of what the future may
hold as more and more states
adopt and debate full legalization.

Since recreational sales began
in 2014, more people here are vis-
iting emergency rooms for mari-
juana-related problems, and hos-
pitals report higher rates of men-
tal-health cases tied to marijuana.
At the same time, thousands of
others make uneventful stops at
dispensaries every day, like the
hiking guide in the college town of
Boulder who now keeps a few ma-
rijuana gummies in a locked bag
to help her relax before bed.

Some families rattled by their 

Colorado’s Marijuana Experiment, After 5 Years
By JACK HEALY

Continued on Page A12

No Rise in Teenage Use,
but a Racial Divide 
in Arrests Persists

There were moments of cele-
bration, moments of contempla-
tion, moments of commemoration
— and complaints about commer-
cialization. There were people
who were passionate about equal
rights and people who reveled in
being free to be themselves.

It was the Pride March, a buoy-
ant global celebration of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
identity. It swept down Fifth Ave-
nue and into Greenwich Village at
a moment in history that many
said was a crucial one, a half-cen-

tury after the landmark Stonewall
uprising: More gay rights have
been affirmed than ever before,
but L.G.B.T.Q. issues remain a
flash point in the nation’s culture
wars.

On Sunday, amid the bright pal-
ette of rainbow colors on flags and
floats, there was awareness — the
sober awareness of 50 years of

laws and changing attitudes that
moved gay men, lesbians and
transgender people into the main-
stream.

“It’s beautiful to see something
like this happen, especially at a
time like this and where our coun-
try is at politically,” said Joanna
Fanizza, who watched the march
with her friend Nitya Vink.

But the march was also showy
and splashy. Bands blared. People
in wild wigs and extravagant
makeup danced. Rainbow bal-
loons drifted skyward, and rain-
bow banners rippled in the early-

A Prism of Pride and Revelry, Born 50 Years Ago
By JAMES BARRON

“This is where the revolution began,” said one Pride March celebrant in Manhattan on Sunday.
TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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The Warriors superstar Kevin
Durant agreed to join the Nets.
So did Kyrie Irving. Page D1.

Brooklyn Bound

“One country, two systems” was Bei-
jing’s pledge when it took back Hong
Kong. But that vision is fading. PAGE A10
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BUSINESS B1-5

Too Much of a Good Thing
Hugh Jackman came to Madison Square
Garden with his world tour, “The Man.
The Music. The Show.” In this case,
bigger wasn’t necessarily better. PAGE C1
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Still Far Apart on Trade

Narges Bajoghli PAGE A23
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at wielding power. PAGE A14
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Democratic Moderates Rule
Cori Gauff, 15, is the latest American
phenom to follow a path laid out by the
Williams sisters. On Monday, she will
play 39-year-old Venus Williams in the
first round at Wimbledon. PAGE D4
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A Battle of Tennis Generations

A new forensic technique sailed through
its first test in court, but the battle over
privacy is intensifying. PAGE A11

Family DNA Led to Conviction

Will the nation’s largest urban network
of speed cameras make New York City
safer or “one big speed trap”? PAGE A16

NEW YORK A16-19

2,000 Sets of Eyes on the Road

In the first M.L.B. games to be played
in Europe, the Yankees and Red Sox
combined for 50 runs. And the Yankees
came away with two victories, including
a 12-8 win on Sunday. PAGE D2

Yankees Reign in London

Celebrating Stonewall
and L.G.B.T.Q. Lives

Late Edition
Today, sunshine, some clouds, high
85. Tonight, increasing clouds, low
70. Tomorrow, cloudy to start, fol-
lowed by sunshine, more humid,
high 87. Weather map, Page B6.
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As sand streams into fjords from melting glaciers, Greenland is considering selling it to meet a growing worldwide demand. Page A8.
Plumes of Profit in a Melting Greenland

CHANG W. LEE/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Astoria, Queens, turned out for the fallen 9/11 responder Luis G. Alvarez on Wednesday. Page A21.
A Neighborhood Tribute

Prosecutors in Alabama said on
Wednesday that they were drop-
ping a manslaughter charge
against a woman over the death of
the fetus she was carrying when
she was shot in the belly, in a case
that stirred national outrage.

The woman, Marshae Jones,

was accused of beating up a co-
worker who ultimately drew a gun
and fired it, wounding Ms. Jones
in the stomach and killing her five-
month-old fetus. A grand jury in
Jefferson County, convened by
District Attorney Lynneice Wash-
ington, dismissed charges against
the co-worker, saying she had
acted in self-defense. But it in-
dicted Ms. Jones for “initiating a

fight knowing she was five
months pregnant.”

Under Alabama law, a fetus is
considered to have the same
rights as a child who has already
been born. The grand jury sought
to hold someone accountable for
its death, and Ms. Jones was ar-
rested last week. The charges
against her quickly drew national
attention.

On Wednesday, Ms. Washing-
ton, who had signed the indict-
ment, said in a brief news confer-
ence that she had weighed the evi-
dence and decided to dismiss the
case.

“I have determined that it is not
in the best interest of justice to
pursue prosecution of Ms. Jones 

Pregnant Woman Shot in Fight Won’t Stand Trial for Fetus’s Death
By FARAH STOCKMAN

Continued on Page A16

WASHINGTON — A day after
pledging that the 2020 census
would not ask respondents about
their citizenship, Justice Depart-
ment officials reversed course on
Wednesday and said they were
hunting for a way to restore the
question on orders from President
Trump.

The contentious issue of
whether next year’s all-important
head count would include a citi-
zenship question appeared to be
settled — until the president be-
gan vowing on Twitter on Wednes-
day that the administration was
“absolutely moving forward” with
plans, despite logistical and legal
barriers.

Mr. Trump’s comments
prompted a chaotic chain of
events, with senior census plan-
ners closeted in emergency meet-
ings and Justice Department rep-
resentatives summoned to a
phone conference with a federal
judge in Maryland.

On Wednesday afternoon, Jus-
tice Department officials told the
judge that their plan had changed
in the span of 24 hours: They now
believed there could be “a legally
available path” to restore the
question to the census, and they
planned to ask the Supreme Court
to help speed the resolution of law-
suits that are blocking their way.

The reversal sends the future of
the census — which is used to de-
termine the distribution of con-
gressional seats and federal dol-
lars — back into uncertain terri-
tory.

The Supreme Court last week
rejected the administration’s
stated reason for adding the citi-
zenship question as contrived.
But Chief Justice John G. Roberts
Jr., writing for the majority, left
open the chance that the adminis-
tration could offer an adequate ra-
tionale.

Faced with tight printing dead-
lines, administration officials said
on Tuesday that it was time to
abandon the effort and begin
printing forms this week that do
not contain the question.

Justice Department lawyers
told George J. Hazel, a United
States district judge, in a tele-
phone conference that a decision
to eliminate the question from
census forms had been made “for
once and for all.” Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross, whose depart-
ment oversees the Census Bu-
reau, issued a separate statement
accepting the outcome.

But a day later, an extraordi-
nary scene played out on a confer-
ence phone call between Judge
Hazel and Justice Department of-
ficials, who appeared to be blind-
sided by the president’s com-
ments online.

On Wednesday afternoon,
Judge Hazel opened the call by
saying that Mr. Trump’s tweet had
gotten his attention. “I don’t know
how many federal judges have 

U.S. SEEKS TO PUT 
CITIZENSHIP ITEM
BACK INTO CENSUS

CITING TRUMP’S ORDERS

Emergency Meetings and
Justice Dept. Reversal

Follow a Tweet

This article is by Michael Wines,
Maggie Haberman and Alan
Rappeport.

Continued on Page A14HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — A wid-
ening income gap and sagging so-
cial mobility have left dents in the
American dream. But the belief
that anyone with enough gump-
tion and grit can clamber to the
top remains central to the nation’s
self-image.

And that could complicate
Democratic efforts to frame the
2020 presidential election as a ref-
erendum on a broken economic
system.

Americans, who tend to link re-
wards to individual effort, rou-
tinely overestimate the ease of
moving up the income ranks,

while Europeans — citing an un-
fair system, inherited wealth and
sticky social classes — consis-
tently underestimate it, surveys
have found.

For moving from the bottom of
the income ladder to the top, the
South offers the worst odds in the
United States. But it’s also the re-
gion where people are most opti-
mistic about the prospects.

“Fifteen to 20 percent?”
guessed Vicki Winters, a retired
contract specialist at the Defense
Department who lives with her
husband, George, in a predomi-

Southerners, Facing Big Odds,
Believe in a Path Out of Poverty

By PATRICIA COHEN

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — Two Brad-
ley armored vehicles rumbled into
place on Wednesday in front of the
Lincoln Memorial, to be joined lat-
er by two Abrams tanks parked
nearby. Cranes were putting into
place the scaffolding for Jum-
botron screens. And workers
raced to finish a red, white and
blue stage where President
Trump will preside over one of the
most unusual Fourth of July cele-
brations the capital has known.

The audience for Mr. Trump’s
speech will include thousands of
troops assembled by the White
House to create a made-for-televi-
sion moment in which the nation’s
commander in chief is surrounded
by the forces that he leads.

Weather permitting, the tradi-
tional songs for each branch of the
military will be played while their
officers stand by the president’s
side and a procession of aircraft,
including Air Force One and the
Blue Angels, roars through the
skies overhead. Hundreds of
guests, many of them handpicked
by the Republican National Com-
mittee, will watch from bleachers
in a V.I.P. section erected close to
the podium.

“It will be the show of a life-
time!” the president posted
Wednesday morning on Twitter.

But Mr. Trump’s decision to
turn Washington’s annual Fourth
of July celebration into a kind of
Trump-branded rally for America
has drawn criticism from Demo-
crats, top representatives of the
city government and many mili-
tary officials who believe the pres-
ident is using the troops and their
gear as political props.

“Put troops out there so we can
thank them — leave tanks for Red
Square,” said Gen. Anthony C.
Zinni, a retired four-star Marine
general and former head of United
States Central Command, who un-
til this year served in the Trump
administration as a special envoy
to help resolve disputes in the
Persian Gulf.

Muriel Bowser, Washington’s 

A New ‘Salute’
For the Fourth,
Starring Trump

Critics Say Rally in D.C.
Celebrates President

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
and THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
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An armored vehicle brought to
Washington for the holiday.

GABRIELLA DEMCZUK FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Activists’ storming of the city’s legisla-
ture sent shock waves through a largely
leaderless protest movement. PAGE A11
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When an American star was forced to
miss a World Cup semifinal, the United
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Deep, and Facing the Dutch
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company’s, winning over Washington
and selling cars. An Appraisal. PAGE B1
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Arte Johnson, a star of “Rowan & Mar-
tin’s Laugh-In,” was 90. PAGE B15
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‘Very Interesting’ Comic

Fire, the saying goes, made us human.
Does all of this air-conditioning make
us less so? Penelope Green goes
searching for an answer. PAGE D1
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The Great Frosty Indoors
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EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23

GREENVILLE, S.C. — Some
people whisper it, some apologize
for it, and some are very careful to
mention their neighbors — their
neighbors would be the ones to
ask.

“Do you really think a woman
could be elected president?”

In ways subtle and overt, Dem-
ocrats keep hearing that same
question, even days after debates
where Senator Kamala Harris
commanded the stage and Sena-
tor Elizabeth Warren dominated
the policy discussion.

It’s the anxiety of a party still
carrying the scars of its 2016 de-
feat.

“My colleagues, some have said

that to me, and I just have to push
back and say, ‘Wait just a
minute,’” said Representative
Barbara Lee of California, who
worked as a young organizer for
former Representative Shirley
Chisholm’s 1972 presidential bid.
“I’m just quite frankly shocked to
still hear them in 2019.”

Three years after nominating
the first woman in history to head
a presidential ticket, nearly six
months after a wave of energized

women swept Democrats into
power in the House, and as a
record number of women run for
president, the party finds itself
grappling with the strangely en-
during question of the electability
of women — and with the chal-
lenge for the candidates of refut-
ing it before it becomes a self-ful-
filling prophecy.

Also, before real life descends
into parody: “I Don’t Hate Women
Candidates — I Just Hated Hillary
and Coincidentally I’m Starting to
Hate Elizabeth Warren” was the
title of a satirical essay published
late last year on the website Mc-
Sweeney’s that circulated widely
on social media.

Privately, Democratic strat-
egists, candidates and officials 

Six Female Candidates, One Unrelenting Refrain
By LISA LERER Doubts of Electability

Privately Alarming
Some Democrats

Continued on Page A16

Federal prosecutors have often
relied on a powerful criminal stat-
ute to bring high-profile corrup-
tion cases, including the college
admissions scandal that ensnared
Hollywood celebrities and a string
of bribery investigations that tar-
geted college basketball pro-
grams.

But now, a key theory of that
statute could be gutted because of
a challenge by two defendants in
another well-known case —
“Bridgegate,” the September 2013
closing of access lanes to the
George Washington Bridge,
which connects Manhattan and
New Jersey, to punish a mayor for
refusing to offer a campaign en-
dorsement.

The United States Supreme
Court, in a decision that surprised
legal experts, agreed last week to
hear an appeal of the defendants’
corruption convictions in a move
that could significantly weaken
the ability of prosecutors to go af-
ter what they determine to be po-
litical malfeasance.

The court’s decision to take on
the appeal by the defendants,
Bridget Anne Kelly and Bill Bar-
oni, suggests that the justices are
open to overturning their convic-
tions, legal experts said, and fol-
lows other rulings that have 

Bridge Scandal
Posing a Threat
To Legal Lanes

By NICK CORASANITI

Continued on Page A21

Late Edition
Today, clouds and sunshine, warm,
humid, high 87. Tonight, partly
cloudy, humid, low 71. Tomorrow, af-
ternoon showers or thunderstorms,
high 83. Weather map, Page B8.
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BRUSSELS — The European
Union began an ambitious effort
this year to combat election inter-
ference: an early-warning system
that would sound alarms about
Russian propaganda. Despite
high expectations, however,
records show that the system has
become a repository for a mish-
mash of information, produced no
alerts and is already at risk of be-
coming defunct.

Indeed, even before the Euro-
pean Parliament elections this
spring, an inside joke was circu-
lating in Brussels about the Rapid
Alert System: It’s not rapid. There
are no alerts. And there’s no sys-
tem.

Europe’s early struggles offer
lessons for other nations, includ-
ing the United States, where intel-
ligence officials expect Russia to
try to interfere in next year’s pres-
idential election. In many ways,
the European Union has been
more aggressive than Washing-
ton in demanding changes from
social media companies and seek-
ing novel ways to fight disinfor-
mation.

But doing so has pushed the
bloc into thorny areas where free
speech, propaganda and national
politics intersect. Efforts to iden-
tify and counter disinformation
have proved not only deeply com-
plicated, but also politically
charged.

The new Rapid Alert System —
a highly praised network to notify
governments about Russian ef-
forts before they metastasized as
they did during the 2016 American
elections — is just the latest exam-
ple.

Working out of a sixth-floor of-
fice suite in downtown Brussels
this spring, for example, Euro-
pean analysts spotted suspicious
Twitter accounts pushing disin-
formation about an Austrian polit-
ical scandal. Just days before the
European elections, the tweets
showed the unmistakable signs of
Russian political meddling.

So European officials prepared
to blast a warning on the alert sys-
tem. But they never did, as they
debated whether it was serious 

An E.U. Lesson
On Combating
Vote Meddling

Internal Politics Gum 
Up an Alert System

By MATT APUZZO
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WASHINGTON — Bernie
Sanders was elected to the House
in 1990 after branding himself an
outsider and defying calls to join a
Democratic Party he had long
bashed as “ideologically bank-
rupt.”

Nonetheless, Mr. Sanders, a
democratic
socialist who
won Ver-
mont’s lone
House seat

as an independent, quickly sank
into a funk when Democratic con-
servatives circulated a list of
nasty things he had said about
them over the years — ostracizing
him from their caucus and block-
ing his committee assignments
for a few nerve-frazzling days.

“That was emotionally very dif-
ficult — it was a very, very difficult
period,” Mr. Sanders, who is not
known for his sentimentality, said
in a recent interview. “I’ll never
forget it. You come into the House,
you expect to come to work, and
you find that the majority leader-
ship doesn’t know where they are
going to sit you — if they are going
to sit you.”

Sworn Outsider
Locked in Tango
With the Center

By GLENN THRUSH

Continued on Page 18

THE LONG RUN

Sanders’s Evolution

ST. LOUIS — As a pastor, Clin-
ton Stancil counsels his black con-
gregants that abortion is akin to
the taking of innocent life. But as a
civil rights activist, Mr. Stancil
urges them to understand the so-
cial forces that prompt black
women to have abortions at dis-
proportionately high rates.

The national debate over abor-
tion has focused of late on when a
heartbeat is discernible in the fe-
tus, on the rights of women to
make choices over their bodies
and on the vast schism between
the opposing views on ending
pregnancies.

But to many African-Americans
like Mr. Stancil, who is the pastor
of Wayman A.M.E. Church in St.
Louis, abortion cannot be debated
without considering the quality of
urban schools. Or the dispropor-
tionately high unemployment rate
in black communities. Or the sig-
nificant racial disparities in health
care.

“As much as I believe with all
my heart about the killing, the tak-
ing of innocent lives, I also believe
that I will never support giving
white legislators who have no in-

When Debate
Pits Abortions
Vs. Black Lives

By JOHN ELIGON
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FOWLER, Calif. — David Car-
denas, a mechanic and the mayor
of Fowler, knows families in his
town want high-quality and free
daylong preschool.

But options are thin. A govern-
ment-subsidized program fills up
fast and fits only a small fraction
of the town’s 4-year-olds, he said.
A private program that closed a
decade ago was unaffordable for
many of the 6,500 residents of
Fowler, a predominantly Latino
community of agricultural work-
ers in California’s Central Valley.
Otherwise, there are a handful of
private day cares.

So Mr. Cardenas recently seized
on an unusual preschool alterna-
tive that a group from Utah
presented to him. “This is some-
thing that I have never seen be-
fore,” he said. “I wanted to be on
the front line right away.”

Mr. Cardenas was referring to a
“kindergarten readiness pro-
gram” for 4-year-olds that takes
place almost entirely online.
Called Waterford Upstart and run
by a nonprofit group, Waterford
.org, it has children spend 15 min-
utes a day, five days a week over 

Virtual Pre-K
Closes a Gap,
And Exposes It

By NELLIE BOWLES

Continued on Page 15

LOS ANGELES — In the bot-
tom of the fourth inning, Dodger
Stadium swayed. Rides at Disney-
land were evacuated, and so were
movie theaters in Los Angeles.
Near Palm Springs, pools sloshed
and chandeliers at a casino
rocked. And in the Mojave Desert
town of Ridgecrest, Calif., fires
roared, power went out and gro-
cery store shelves came crashing
down.

For the second time in two days,
a powerful earthquake struck
Southern California on Friday
night, shaking a large area al-
ready on edge, from Las Vegas to
Sacramento to Los Angeles to
Mexico, rattling nerves and dis-
rupting plans on a holiday week-
end. There were no reports of fa-
talities and no significant damage
to infrastructure, but as day broke
rescue crews were still surveying
damage in Ridgecrest, near the
earthquake’s epicenter, and
putting out fires.

The 7.1-magnitude earthquake
that rattled Southern California
on Friday came one day after the
strongest recorded quake there in
20 years — and seismologists
warned that more episodes are
expected.

To a large degree, navigating
life in California means making

peace with Mother Nature. Wild-
fires and mudslides are yearly
events, made worse in recent
years amid climate change. But
Californians live in constant
awareness, if not outright fear, of
the possibility of a devastating
earthquake — the “Big One,” as
everyone says. And so as people
across Southern California woke
up Saturday morning grateful for
being spared this time, there was
the sense that Friday night’s tem-
blor could have been just a fore-
taste of something bigger. Offi-
cials were urging residents to

keep supplies handy — batteries,
flashlights, a pair of sneakers — if
they hadn’t already.

“Don’t be paralyzed by fear,”
Josh Rubenstein, the spokesman
for the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment, wrote on Twitter. “Arm
yourself with knowledge and a
plan. Talk about what you would
do when a big one hits. I myself
just did that with my daughter and
my wife.”

The United States Geological
Survey reported that the latest
earthquake’s epicenter was in the 

Southern California Trembles, as Do Its Residents
By TIM ARANGO

and THOMAS FULLER

Kern County firefighters at a structure fire on Saturday in Ridge-
crest, Calif., near the epicenter of an earthquake Friday evening.

JENNA SCHOENEFELD FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page 19

CLINT, Tex. — Since the Border
Patrol opened its station in Clint,
Tex., in 2013, it was a fixture in this
West Texas farm town. Separated
from the surrounding cotton fields

and cattle pastures by a razor-
wire fence, the station stood on the
town’s main road, near a feed
store, the Good News Apostolic
Church and La Indita Tortillería.
Most people around Clint had little
idea of what went on inside.
Agents came and went in pickup
trucks; buses pulled into the gates
with the occasional load of chil-
dren apprehended at the border,
four miles south.

But inside the secretive site that
is now on the front lines of the
southwest border crisis, the men
and women who work there were
grappling with the stuff of night-
mares.

Outbreaks of scabies, shingles
and chickenpox were spreading
among the hundreds of children
who were being held in cramped
cells, agents said. The stench of
the children’s dirty clothing was
so strong it spread to the agents’
own clothing — people in town
would scrunch their noses when
they left work. The children cried
constantly. One girl seemed likely
enough to try to kill herself that
the agents made her sleep on a cot
in front of them, so they could
watch her as they were process-
ing new arrivals.

“It gets to a point where you
start to become a robot,” said a
veteran Border Patrol agent who
has worked at the Clint station
since it was built. He described
following orders to take beds
away from children to make more
space in holding cells, part of a
daily routine that he said had be-
come “heartbreaking.”

The little-known Border Patrol
facility at Clint has suddenly be-
come the public face of the chaos
on America’s southern border, af-
ter immigration lawyers began re-
porting on the children they saw

— some of them as young as 5
months old — and the filthy, over-
crowded conditions in which they
were being held.

Border Patrol leaders, includ-
ing Aaron Hull, the outspoken
chief patrol agent of the El Paso
Sector, have disputed descriptions
of degrading conditions inside
Clint and other migrant detention
sites around El Paso, claiming
that their facilities were rig-
orously and humanely managed
even after a spate of deaths of mi-
grant children in federal custody.

But a review of the operations of
the Clint station, near El Paso’s

eastern edge, shows that the
agency’s leadership knew for
months that some children had no
beds to sleep on, no way to clean
themselves and sometimes went
hungry. Its own agents had raised
the alarm, and found themselves
having to accommodate even
more new arrivals.

The accounts of what happened
at Clint and at nearby border facil-
ities are based on dozens of inter-
views by The New York Times
and The El Paso Times of current
and former Border Patrol agents
and supervisors; lawyers, law-
makers and aides who visited the
facility; and an immigrant father
whose children were held there.
The review also included sworn
statements from those who spent 

Hungry, Scared and Sick:
Inside Clint’s Razor Wire

Accounts From a Child Detention Complex
in Texas Are the Stuff of Nightmares

This article is by Simon Romero, Zolan Kanno-Youngs, Manny Fernan-
dez, Daniel Borunda, Aaron Montes and Caitlin Dickerson.

A MIGRANT JAIL

A collaboration between The New
York Times and The El Paso Times.

Aaron Hull, chief agent of the
Border Patrol’s El Paso Sector.

RUBEN R. RAMIREZ/THE EL PASO TIMES
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Continued on Page 16A Border Patrol station in Clint, Tex., has become the symbol of chaos on the southern border.
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PARIS — The security employee
monitoring the smoke alarm panel at
Notre-Dame cathedral was just three
days on the job when the red warning
light flashed on the evening of April 15:
“Feu.” Fire.

It was 6:18 on a Monday, the week be-
fore Easter. The Rev. Jean-Pierre
Caveau was celebrating Mass before
hundreds of worshipers and visitors,
and the employee radioed a church

guard who was standing just a few feet
from the altar.

Go check for fire, the guard was told.
He did and found nothing.

It took nearly 30 minutes before they
realized their mistake: The guard had
gone to the wrong building.

The fire was in the attic of the cathe-
dral, the famed latticework of ancient
timbers known as “the forest.” The
guard had gone to the attic of a small ad-
jacent building, the sacristy.

The security employee called his boss
but didn’t reach him. When the man-
ager phoned back, they deciphered the
mistake and called the guard: Leave the

sacristy and run to the main attic.
But by the time the guard climbed 300

narrow steps to the attic, the fire was
burning out of control — putting fire-
fighters in a near impossible position
when they were finally called, half an
hour after the alert.

The miscommunication, uncovered
in interviews with church officials and
managers of the fire security company,
Elytis, has set off a bitter round of fin-
ger-pointing over who was responsible
for allowing the fire to rage unchecked
for so long. Who is to blame and how the
fire started have not yet been deter-
mined and are at the heart of an investi-

gation by the French authorities that
will continue for months.

But the damage is done. What hap-
pened that night changed Paris. The ca-
thedral — a soaring medieval structure
that has captured the hearts of believer
and nonbeliever alike for 850 years —
was ravaged.

Today three jagged openings mar No-
tre-Dame’s vaulted ceiling, the stone of
the structure is precarious, and the roof
is gone. Some 150 workers are busy re-
covering the stones, shoring up the
building, and protecting it from the ele-

Scaffolding atop the attic of Notre-Dame cathedral survived the April 15 fire. The hole at top center was left by the collapse of the 750-ton spire.
THOMAS GOISQUE

How Notre-Dame, 850 Years Old, Was Nearly Lost
Famed Paris Cathedral Still Stands Only Because Firefighters Risked Everything

This article is by Elian Peltier, James
Glanz, Mika Gröndahl, Weiyi Cai, Adam
Nossiter and Liz Alderman.
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Life Sentence for Drug Lord

WASHINGTON — The House
on Wednesday killed an attempt
to impeach President Trump for
statements that the chamber con-
demned this week as racist, turn-
ing aside an accusation that he
had brought “ridicule, disgrace
and disrepute” to his office.

The move split Democrats, un-
derscoring the divisions within
the party over whether they
should use their majority to
charge Mr. Trump and try to re-
move him from office, with 95 sig-
naling their support for at least
considering the question further,
and 137 moving to stop the current
effort in its tracks.

The president brushed off the
vote as a victory, and hours later,
at a rally in Greenville, N.C., he
showed no signs of easing his at-
tacks or toning down the vicious
language that led to the impeach-
ment attempt. He charged that the
“dangerous, militant hard left”
among the Democrats were “hate-
filled extremists who are con-
stantly trying to tear our country
down.”

By the end of the rally, Mr.
Trump went even further, accus-
ing them of seeking the “destruc-
tion of our country.”

“They don’t love our country,”
he told the roaring crowd. “I think,
in some cases, they hate our coun-
try. You know what? If they don’t
love it, tell them to leave it.”

Mr. Trump specifically went af-
ter the four freshman congress-
women — all women of color —
whom he urged this week “to go
back” to their country of origin. Of
the four, only Representative Il-
han Omar of Minnesota, a refugee
from Somalia, was born overseas.
At the mention of her name, the
crowd chanted: “Send her back! 

IMPEACHMENT BID
FIZZLES AS TRUMP 
ESCALATES ATTACK

HOUSE DEMOCRATS SPLIT

President Claims Victory,
Saying Liberal Critics

Seek Nation’s Ruin

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
and NICHOLAS FANDOS
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WASHINGTON — Leana Wen
had already made a name for her-
self as Baltimore’s health commis-
sioner when Planned Parenthood
hired her as its new president last
fall.

Dr. Wen, a 36-year-old physi-
cian, had used innovative policies
to combat the opioid epidemic and
delivered a widely watched TED
Talk. She regularly appeared on
lists of the most influential health
care leaders and government offi-
cials.

But Dr. Wen’s tenure at Planned
Parenthood was rocky and short,
ending after eight months on
Tuesday when the board of direc-
tors ousted her following several
weeks of tense and sometimes ac-
rimonious negotiations.

Current and former Planned
Parenthood officials describe Dr.
Wen as a smart but alienating
manager who wanted to signifi-
cantly reorient the group’s focus
away from the abortion wars and
more toward its role as a women’s
health provider.

Early in her tenure, for in-
stance, Dr. Wen directed her staff

to add new pages to the Planned
Parenthood website about topics
like asthma and the common cold
— conditions that its clinics do not
typically treat. One of her first ma-
jor campaigns was simply called
“This is health care.”

But as states began to pass ever
more restrictive laws on abortion,
and with the addition of a conser-
vative justice to the Supreme
Court — endangering Roe v. Wade 

Planned Parenthood’s Struggle:
Is It a Service or an Advocate?

By SARAH KLIFF
and SHANE GOLDMACHER

Dr. Leana Wen, former presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood.

JAMES LAWLER DUGGAN/REUTERS
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BRENTWOOD, N.Y. — Heydi
Gámez Garcia was discovered by
her aunt just after midnight.

In recent weeks, Heydi, a 13-
year-old immigrant from Hon-
duras, had become increasingly
depressed about her father, who
had been held in detention since
he was caught illegally crossing
the southern border in early June.
It had been his third attempt in
four years to reach the United
States to be with his only child,
who was living with his sisters in
New York. But as days turned into
weeks and more than a month
passed without his release, the
young girl seemed to lose hope,
her family said.

Around 10:30 p.m. one night
last week, Heydi shut herself in a
room, saying she wanted to be
alone. About an hour and a half
later, her aunt, Zoila, gently
opened the door to offer her a
snack. Maybe some cookies and
milk would cheer her up, she
thought.

But the bed with blue and violet
flowered sheets was empty. Zoila
peered out the window, and then
caught a glimpse of the closet on
the opposite end of the room:

There was Heydi, hanging from a
phone-charging cable that she
had fashioned into a noose.

She was unconscious, on the
edge of death. She had left no note
— nothing to help explain what, of
the many things that can lead
young people to take their own
lives, had prompted her to try to
end hers.

“She was so smart, it doesn’t
make sense why she made a deci-
sion like this, a decision so out of
character,” said Jessica Gámez,

32, the aunt Heydi lived with in the
Long Island hamlet of Brentwood.
“I thought she would be safer here
with me, safer than in Honduras.”

Heydi’s short life story was
much like those of thousands of
Central American families who
have been making their way to the
United States over the past five
years, petitioning for asylum from
the turmoil of their homelands
and hoping that the challenges of
building a new life in an unfamiliar

Getting Past a Border, but Only to Say Goodbye
By CHRISTINA GOLDBAUM

and MIRIAM JORDAN

Heydi Gámez Garcia, 13, a Honduran immigrant on life support.
CHRISTOPHER LEE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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WASHINGTON — In the heat
of the legislative fight over the Af-
fordable Care Act, Obama admin-
istration officials argued that in-
cluding a steep tax on high-cost,
generous health insurance plans
was critical to the law because it
would hold down soaring costs
while helping to pay for its ex-
panded health benefits.

On Wednesday, that feature,
once considered central to Oba-
macare, was dealt a blow by an un-
likely foe: Democrats.

The House voted almost unani-
mously to repeal the tax, which
was intended to prompt employ-
ers to rein in such costly plans and
force employees to spend more of
their own money on their care. It
was expected to be a key cost-con-
tainment provision in President
Barack Obama’s signature health
law and one of the main ways it
was supposed to pay for itself.

It was not to go into effect until
2022, but the unions never liked it,
nor did business groups or Repub-
licans.

House Passes
Repeal of Tax 
In Health Law
By ABBY GOODNOUGH

Continued on Page A22
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DAYTON, Ohio — On Sunday,
Americans woke up to news of a
shooting rampage in an enter-
tainment district in Dayton, Ohio,
where a man wearing body ar-
mor shot and killed nine people,
including his own sister. Hours
earlier, a 21-year-old with a rifle
entered a Walmart in El Paso and
killed 20 people.

In a country that has become
nearly numb to men with guns
opening fire in schools, at con-
certs and in churches, the back-
to-back bursts of gun violence in
less than 24 hours were enough to
leave the public stunned and
shaken. The shootings ground
the 2020 presidential campaign
to a halt, reignited a debate on
gun control and called into ques-
tion the increasingly angry words
directed at immigrants on the
southern border in recent weeks
by right-wing pundits and Presi-
dent Trump.

“It’s outrageous,” said Terrion
Foster, who works in accounting
and lives in Kansas City, Mo.,
where he was out shopping at a
farmer’s market near downtown
on Sunday afternoon. “It’s really
sad because I feel like you can’t
go anywhere and be safe. I’m 50
years old and I didn’t think I’d be
alive to see some of the things
that are going on today.”

The shootings prompted Re-
publicans, including Mr. Trump,
to condemn the gunmen’s actions
and offer support to the people of
Dayton and El Paso. Democrats
urged Congress to take action
and pass stricter gun laws. “We
have a responsibility to the peo-
ple we serve to act,” Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said in a statement.

Residents of El Paso were on
edge, grimly aware of a manifesto
posted online that the authorities
said was written by the suspect,
Patrick Crusius, 21, who was in
police custody. The manifesto
spoke of a “Hispanic invasion of
Texas,” described an imminent
attack by the writer and railed
against immigrants.

Federal investigators in El
Paso said they were treating the
massacre at the Walmart that
also wounded another 27 on Sat-
urday morning as an act of do-
mestic terrorism, and prosecu-
tors said they were considering
federal hate crime charges. They
were also considering federal
gun charges that would carry the
death penalty.

“We are going to conduct a me-
thodical and careful investigation
with a view toward those
charges,” said John F. Bash, the
United States attorney for the 

2 Gunmen Kill 29 in
Attacks in Dayton

and El Paso

This article is by Campbell Rob-
ertson, Julie Bosman and Mitch
Smith.

A vigil was held in Dayton, Ohio, on Sunday for the victims of a mass shooting early that morning that occurred within 24 hours of another mass shooting in El Paso.
MADDIE McGARVEY FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Parishioners during a vigil at Blessed Sacrament church in El Paso. Texas state troopers guarded the entrance to Cielo Vista Mall, where 20 people died on Saturday.
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ONE SHOOTING MASSACRE FOLLOWS ANOTHER,
SHAKING A BEWILDERED NATION TO ITS CORE

TOKYO — North Korea had
launched its third barrage of
short-range missiles in just over a
week, parading its growing ability
to strike its neighbors with devas-
tating firepower.

But instead of banding together
against a common adversary last
week, the two American allies in
the path of the missiles — Japan
and South Korea — were locked in
their own bitter battle with roots
stretching back over 100 years.

The discord stems from Japan’s
colonial occupation of the Korean
Peninsula before and during

World War II, and what, if any-
thing, it still owes for abuses com-
mitted during that era, including
forced labor and sexual slavery.
The long-simmering conflict
erupted into a full diplomatic cri-
sis on Friday, when Japan threat-
ened to slow down exports of ma-
terials essential to South Korean
industries.

By Saturday night, thousands of
protesters marched in the streets
of Seoul, accusing Japan of an
“economic invasion” and threat-
ening an intelligence-sharing
agreement that the United States
considers crucial to monitoring
North Korea’s nuclear buildup.

Washington has long relied on
both countries to stand alongside

it to help counter China’s rise and
the nuclear-armed North. But de-
spite the dangers of a deepening
divide between its allies, the
Trump administration has been
reluctant to get involved to repair
the rift.

President Trump said he might 

As Trade Conflict Worsens Japan-South Korea Relations, U.S. Takes a Step Back
This article is by Motoko Rich, Ed-

ward Wong and Choe Sang-Hun.

Continued on Page A8

TONE Beto O’Rourke handed
President Trump some blame in
the El Paso shooting. PAGE A14

At campaign rallies before last
year’s midterm elections, Presi-
dent Trump repeatedly warned
that America was under attack
by immigrants heading for the

border. “You look at
what is marching
up, that is an inva-
sion!” he declared
at one rally. “That is

an invasion!”
Nine months later, a 21-year-

old white man is accused of
opening fire in a Walmart in El
Paso, killing 20 people and injur-
ing dozens more after writing a
manifesto railing against immi-
gration and announcing that
“this attack is a response to the
Hispanic invasion of Texas.”

The suspect wrote that his

views “predate Trump,” as if
anticipating the political debate
that would follow the blood bath.
But if Mr. Trump did not origi-
nally inspire the gunman, he has
brought into the mainstream
polarizing ideas and people once
consigned to the fringes of Amer-
ican society.

While other leaders have ex-
pressed concern about border
security and the costs of illegal
immigration, Mr. Trump has
filled his public speeches and
Twitter feed with sometimes
false, fear-stoking language even
as he welcomed to the White
House a corps of hard-liners,
demonizers and conspiracy
theorists shunned by past presi-

In Texas Gunman’s Manifesto,
An Echo of Trump’s Language

By PETER BAKER and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

Continued on Page A15
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EL PASO — Two nations physi-
cally and culturally come together
in El Paso. The bustling Walmart
on the city’s east side, just minutes
from the border with Mexico, ex-
emplified those ties.

The store was a border version
of Middle America: A large num-
ber of Mexican-American families
from El Paso crowded into the
megastore daily for inexpensive
groceries and, late in the summer,
back-to-school supplies. Almost as
often, families from Mexico drove
across the international bridge to
buy bargain TVs, cartons of dia-
pers and discount clothing. It was
one of the company’s top 10 in
America: Where most stores of its

kind average 14,000 customers a
week, the El Paso Walmart, a retail
analyst said, saw 65,000.

Its racks were stocked with
Mexican soccer jerseys, cans of
chiles and salsa and Mexican
flags, folded beneath the Ameri-
can and Texas flags on display. The
pharmacy’s staff members were
fully bilingual.

“It really does feel like a United
Nations store,” said Burt P.
Flickinger III, a retail consultant
who has visited and studied the
store.

This is the border as it is lived
everyday, far from the heated na-
tional debate over immigration.
Children come and go across the
international boundary for school;
others come for jobs and shopping.

A Store That Connected Cultures,
Until a Killer ‘Came Here for Us’

This article is by Simon Romero,
Manny Fernandez and Michael
Corkery.

Continued on Page A13

Fredrick Brennan was getting
ready for church at his home in
the Philippines when the news of
a mass shooting in El Paso ar-
rived. His response was immedi-

ate and instinctive.
“Whenever I hear

about a mass shoot-
ing, I say, ‘All right,
we have to research
if there’s an 8chan
connection,’” he said

about the online message board
he started in 2013.

It didn’t take him long to find
one.

Moments before the El Paso
shooting on Saturday, a four-
page message whose author
identified himself as the gunman
appeared on 8chan. The person
who posted the message encour-
aged his “brothers” on the site to
spread the contents far and wide.

In recent months, 8chan has
become a go-to resource for
violent extremists. At least three
mass shootings this year —
including the mosque killings in
Christchurch, New Zealand, and
the synagogue shooting in
Poway, Calif. — have been an-
nounced in advance on the site, 

8chan on Web
Is Dark Refuge
For Extremists

KEVIN
ROOSE

THE 
SHIFT
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Late Edition

As debates rage over solutions, busi-
nesses are watching income slip away
around Lake Hopatcong, N.J. PAGE A17

NEW YORK A17, 20

Algae Bloom Ruins Summer
The last-player-standing game Fortnite
created a sensation, and has inspired
imitators hoping to cash in. PAGE B4

BUSINESS B1-5, 8

The Fight Over Battle Royale
The Netflix sitcom “Derry Girls,” set in
1990s Northern Ireland, uses a light
touch to deal with a tumultuous era.
Above, a scene from Season 2. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

Humor in a Conflict Zone

The state news media reported the
commandeering of an Iraqi ship smug-
gling fuel to Arab countries, the third
such action in the last month. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

Iran Seizes a Tanker Again
During soccer’s three-month window
for buying and selling the rights to
players, Sevilla thrives by relying on
uncommonly deep scouting and a very
smart man with a cellphone. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY D1-6

Mastering the Transfer Market

The au pair’s boyfriend has been
charged in the murders that stunned a
New Jersey neighborhood. PAGE A20

Club Owner and Nanny Killed

Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, a former comedian, is making
inroads with Russian speakers. PAGE A4

Playing to Putin’s Crowd

After swaying key Democratic candi-
dates, climate liberals like the Sunrise
Movement flex their muscles. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A10-16

Next Step for Climate Activists
Brex gives charge cards to new firms,
and its growth is a sign of Silicon Val-
ley’s unflagging exuberance. PAGE B1

Start-Ups Serving Start-Ups

Nike aired an ad during the Women’s
World Cup. Visa demanded new con-
tract terms with U.S. Soccer. Will more
companies join in, and will their contri-
butions be decisive? PAGE D1

Sponsors Join Equal-Pay Fight

Charles M. Blow PAGE A19

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19

PUSHING BACK Mexico vowed to
take action to protect Mexicans
living in the U.S. PAGE A16

DEBATE The gun lobby has struc-
tural advantages, but activists
have grass-roots energy. PAGE A14

Today, sunshine and patchy clouds,
low humidity, high 82. Tonight,
partly cloudy, low 72. Tomorrow, af-
ternoon thunderstorms, high 85.
Weather map appears on Page B6.
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“We are so overwhelmed by this — it literally is an invasion of people crossing into Texas.”  LAURA INGRAHAM ON 

“THE O’REILLY FACTOR,” MAY 29, 2014  “We are letting folks invade our home, walk into our home, and we won’t even 
defend it or protect it.” PATRICK BUCHANAN ON “HANNITY,” JUNE 9, 2014  “This isn’t reunification. This is a government-
sanctioned invasion of our country.” TODD STARNES ON “FOX & FRIENDS SUNDAY,” JULY 6, 2014  “The invasion of illegal 
immigrants, and in particular unaccompanied children, at our southern border continues to spiral out of 
control.” SEAN HANNITY ON “HANNITY,” JULY 12, 2014  “When the federal government is not able or is not willing to protect 
from an invasion, a state has the right to reach its own agreements, levy its own taxes and do whatever it 
has to to secure its border from further invasion. And this is an invasion. Twice as big already than D-Day 
and twice as many again still coming.” LOUIE GOHMERT ON “JUSTICE WITH JUDGE JEANINE,” JULY 13, 2014  “The other top story 
is the fact that we’ve got this invasion across our southern border of all these illegals. Many are children.” 
STEVE DOOCY ON “FOX & FRIENDS,” JULY 16, 2014  “In the Constitution, the founding fathers called it repelling invasion.” 
ALLEN WEST ON “ON THE RECORD WITH GRETA VAN SUSTEREN,”  AUG. 11, 2015  “Trump’s great accomplishment is to expose 
the fact that the establishment of this country is responsible for insecure borders, the masses coming 
across our borders, invading our country.” PATRICK BUCHANAN ON “HANNITY,” OCT. 21, 2016  “It’s a mass of humanity 
right now, just walking across the border, coming across the Rio Grande. This is a peace time invasion 
of the United States.” LAURA INGRAHAM ON “SPECIAL REPORT WITH BRET BAIER,” NOV. 16, 2016  “These are illegal aliens who 
have invaded our country. And illegal alien equals criminal.” MARY ANN MENDOZA ON “FOX & FRIENDS,” MARCH 29, 2017  
“They used to call that an invasion. And they used to fight wars over stuff like that. But these days it’s a 
voter registration drive for the D.N.C.” TODD STARNES ON “FOX & FRIENDS,” MAY 9, 2017  “We’re going to be confronted 
by even more serious invasion, in terms of those crossing the border with drugs.” JEANINE PIRRO ON “FOX & 

FRIENDS,” JULY 28, 2017 “Will anyone in power do anything to protect America this time, or will our leaders sit 
passively back while the invasion continues?” TUCKER CARLSON  ON “TUCKER CARLSON TONIGHT,” APRIL 2, 2018  “What else 
would you call it? It’s got to be — it’s an invasion of our country and of our rights. It’s despicable.” ART DEL 

CUETO ON “THE INGRAHAM ANGLE,” APRIL 9, 2018  “You use the word ‘invasion,’ people say, ‘Oh, that’s so mean.’ What 
else do you call this?” LAURA INGRAHAM ON “THE INGRAHAM ANGLE,” APRIL 12, 2018  “We’ll also expose the Americans 
aiding and abetting a mass invasion of illegal immigrants looking to exploit our laws.” LAURA INGRAHAM ON “THE 

INGRAHAM ANGLE,”  APRIL 26, 2018  “It doesn’t look like people seeking asylum, it looks more like an invasion of our 
country. And that’s sad.” ART DEL CUETO ON “AMERICAS NEWSROOM,” MAY 1, 2018  “We’re going to abolish ICE? I mean 
that’s the second line of defense to prevent an invasion of the United States and to kick out people who 
are criminals and child molesters, MS-13.” PATRICK BUCHANAN ON “CAVUTO LIVE,” JULY 7, 2018  “I don’t think we should 
sit back and get invaded by foreigners. I don’t. That doesn’t make me a racist, it makes me an American.” 
TUCKER CARLSON ON “TUCKER CARLSON TONIGHT,” AUG. 20, 2018  “When MS-13 invades our country — 10,000 members 
across 40 states — Nancy Pelosi talks about the spark of divinity.” KAYLEIGH MCENANY ON “AMERICAS NEWSROOM,” AUG. 

23, 2018  “The reality is, our southern border is on the verge of an invasion” HERMAN CAIN ON “HANNITY,” NOV. 15, 2018  
“This is not migrants coming into the country. This is nothing short of an invasion.” ART DEL CUETO ON “AMERICA’S 

NEWSROOM,” NOV. 16, 2018  “You have our troops at the border and they are meant there for a deterrance effect, 
to say, don’t come here, don’t invade, you have to go to the proper channels.” MORGAN ORTAGUS ON “HANNITY,” 

NOV. 17, 2018  “I.C.E. are the agents — they’re just police officers — who protect this nation from invading 
illegal immigrants.”SEBASTIAN GORKA ON “JUSTICE WITH JUDGE JEANINE,” NOV. 17, 2018 “You can’t shoot Americans. You can 
shoot invaders.” ANN COULTER ON “JUSTICE WITH JUDGE JEANINE,” NOV. 25, 2018  “This isn’t going to stop the flow of illegals 
who are invading our country.” MARY ANN MENDOZA ON “FOX & FRIENDS FIRST,” FEB. 1, 2019  “There is an invasion going on 
right now.” JEFF CROUERE ON “AMERICA’S NEWS HQ,” MARCH 10, 2019  “What about us? What about our country? We are 
being invaded.” TUCKER CARLSON  ON “TUCKER CARLSON TONIGHT,” APRIL 9, 2019  “We are going to change the underlying 
broken laws to stop what I think is literally an invasion of people from Central America.” LINDSEY GRAHAM ON 

“SUNDAY MORNING FUTURES WITH MARIA BARTIROMO,” MAY 12, 2019 “You guys know what it’s like. This is a walking invasion. 
Where’s the action?” BRIAN KILMEADE  ON “FOX & FRIENDS,” JUNE 3, 2019  “Calling it anything but an invasion at this point 
is just not being honest with people.” LAURA INGRAHAM  ON “THE INGRAHAM ANGLE,” JULY 10, 2019

Tucker Carlson went on his
prime-time Fox News show in April
last year and told his viewers not to
be fooled. The thousands of Central
Americans on their way to the
United States were “border
jumpers,” not refugees, he said.
“Will anyone in power do anything
to protect America this time,” he
asked, “or will leaders sit passively
back as the invasion continues?”

When another group approached

the border six months later, Ann
Coulter, appearing as a guest on
Jeanine Pirro’s Fox News show, of-
fered a dispassionately violent sug-
gestion about what could be done to
stem the flow of migrants: “You
can shoot invaders.”

A few days after, Rush Limbaugh
issued a grim prognosis to his mil-
lions of radio listeners: If the immi-
grants from Central America were-

n’t stopped, the United States
would lose its identity. “The objec-
tive is to dilute and eventually elim-
inate or erase what is known as the
distinct or unique American cul-
ture,” Mr. Limbaugh said, adding:
“This is why people call this an in-
vasion.”

There is a striking degree of
overlap between the words of right-
wing media personalities and the
language used by the Texas man
who confessed to killing 22 people
at a Walmart in El Paso this month. 

How the El Paso Gunman Echoed
The Words of Right-Wing Pundits

THE NEW NATIVISTS

A Shared Vocabulary

Continued on Page A14

This article is by Jeremy W. Peters,
Michael M. Grynbaum, Keith Collins
and Rich Harris.

A SELECTION OF THE ROUGHLY 400 FOX NEWS BROADCASTS IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS DURING WHICH IMMIGRATION WAS DESCRIBED AS AN INVASION.

It was Friday night in a protec-
tive housing unit of the federal jail
in Lower Manhattan, and Jeffrey
Epstein, the financier accused of
trafficking girls for sex, was alone
in a cell, only 11 days after he had
been taken off a suicide watch.

Just that morning, thousands of
documents from a civil suit had
been released, providing lurid ac-
counts accusing Mr. Epstein of
sexually abusing scores of girls.

Mr. Epstein was supposed to
have been checked by the two
guards in the protective housing
unit every 30 minutes, but that
procedure was not followed that
night, a law-enforcement official
with knowledge of his detention
said.

In addition, because Mr. Ep-
stein may have tried to commit
suicide three weeks earlier, he
was supposed to have had another
inmate in his cell, three officials
said. But the jail had recently
transferred his cellmate and al-
lowed Mr. Epstein to be housed
alone, a decision that also violated
the jail’s procedures, the two offi-
cials said.

At 6:30 a.m. on Saturday,
guards doing morning rounds
found him dead in his cell. Mr. Ep-
stein, 66, had apparently hanged
himself.

The disclosures about these
seeming failures in Mr. Epstein’s
detention at the Metropolitan Cor-
rectional Center deepened ques-
tions about his death and are very
likely to be the focus of inquiries
by the Justice Department and 

At End, Epstein
Was Left Alone
In His Jail Cell

Prison Experts Deride
Break With Protocol

This article is by Katie Benner,
Danielle Ivory, Christina Goldbaum
and Ashley Southall.

Continued on Page A18

MONACA, Pa. — The 386-acre
property looks like a giant Lego
set rising from the banks of the
Ohio River. It is one of the largest
active construction projects in the
United States, employing more
than 5,000 people.

When completed, the facility
will be fed by pipelines stretching
hundreds of miles across Ap-
palachia. It will have its own rail
system with 3,300 freight cars.
And it will produce annually more
than a million tons of something
that many people argue the world
needs less of: plastic.

As concern grows about plastic
debris in the oceans and recycling
continues to falter in the United
States, the production of new plas-
tic is booming. The plant that
Royal Dutch Shell is building
about 25 miles northwest of Pitts-
burgh will create tiny pellets that
can be turned into items like
phone cases, auto parts and food
packaging, all of which will be
around long after they have
served their purpose.

The plant is one of more than a
dozen that are being built or have
been proposed around the world
by petrochemical companies like
Exxon Mobil and Dow, including

several in nearby Ohio and West
Virginia and on the Gulf Coast.
And after decades of American in-
dustrial jobs heading overseas,
the rise of the petrochemical sec-
tor is creating excitement. On
Tuesday, President Trump is
scheduled to tour the Shell plant.

“Where we are coming from is
that plastic, in most of its forms, is
good, and it serves to be good for

humanity,” said Hilary Mercer,
who is overseeing the construc-
tion project for Shell.

The boom is driven partly by
plastic’s popularity as a versatile
and inexpensive material that
keeps potato chips fresh and
makes cars lighter. But in parts of
the Appalachian region, the in-
crease is also being fueled by an 

Deluged by Plastics but Bustling to Make More
By MICHAEL CORKERY

Production of plastics is booming. A huge plant rising near Pitts-
burgh is good news for union officials and business leaders.

ROSS MANTLE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A12

In the five decades since J. D.
Salinger published his final short
story, “Hapworth 16, 1924,” his
small, revered body of work has
stayed static, practically sus-
pended in amber.

Even as publishers and con-
sumers adopted e-books and dig-
ital audio, Salinger’s books re-
mained defiantly offline, a conse-
quence of the writer’s distaste for
computers and technology. And
while Salinger kept writing until
his death nearly 10 years ago, not
a word has been published since
1965.

That is partly because of his
son, Matt Salinger, who helps run
the J. D. Salinger Literary Trust
and is a vigilant guardian of his fa-
ther’s legacy and privacy.

But now, in an effort to keep his
father’s books in front of a new
generation of readers, the young-
er Mr. Salinger is beginning to
ease up, gradually lifting a cloud
of secrecy that has obscured the
life and work of one of America’s
most influential and enigmatic
writers.

This week, in the first step of a

broader revival that could re-
shape the world’s understanding
of Salinger and his writing, Little,
Brown is publishing digital edi-
tions of his four books, making
him perhaps the last 20th-century
literary icon to surrender to the
digital revolution.

Then this fall, with Mr. Salin-
ger’s help, the New York Public Li-
brary will host the first public ex-
hibition from Salinger’s personal
archives, which will feature let-
ters, family photographs and the
typescript for “The Catcher in the
Rye” with the author’s handwrit-
ten edits, along with about 160
other items.

And before long, decades worth
of Salinger’s unpublished writing
will be released, a project Mr.
Salinger estimated will take an-
other five to seven years to com-
plete.

Combing through his father’s
manuscripts and letters has been
both enlightening and emotion-
ally taxing, Mr. Salinger said in an
interview to promote the digital
editions.

Salinger Detested Technology. 
Now His Books Will Be Digital.

By ALEXANDRA ALTER

Continued on Page A13

EL PASO — As Beto O’Rourke
waded through a crowd that had
gathered Thursday night to honor
victims of the mass shooting in El
Paso, the struggling presidential
candidate was welcomed as a
hometown hero.

“Beto!” someone shouted, ad-
dressing this city’s former con-
gressman. “Thank you for being
our voice!”

Mr. O’Rourke shook hands and
paid his respects at the memorial
to the victims of the Aug. 3 massa-
cre at a Walmart that had targeted
Latinos and left 22 people dead.
He then walked several yards
away to pose for photographs with
admirers. Many praised him for
communicating El Paso’s grief
and anger as a seemingly con-
stant presence on national televi-
sion, and some expressed their
support for his White House bid.

The moment captured a central
tension that has characterized the
past week for Mr. O’Rourke: A
presidential candidate whose
campaign had stalled was sud-
denly back in the spotlight — but
only because of a tragedy in a city
that is core to his personal and po-
litical identity.

Mr. O’Rourke spent the week off
the campaign trail as many of his
competitors descended on Iowa
for the state fair and other party
activities, and his decision to stay
home was widely lauded by party
activists. Yet he also received a
sharp reminder of the significant
challenges he faces in the 2020
race, despite the new outpouring 

In a City’s Grief,
O’Rourke Finds
A Second Wind

By KATIE GLUECK

Continued on Page A11

AN ACCOUNTING An inquiry into 
Mr. Epstein’s finances is not likely
to end with his death. PAGE B1

The police fired tear gas into a subway
station, and the authorities said pro-
testers used gasoline bombs. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

An Escalation in Hong Kong
As rising temperatures drastically
reshape the landscape, businesses and
the government race to adapt. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-8

Melting in Iceland
Back spasms led Serena Williams to
withdraw after playing just four games
against 19-year-old Bianca Andreescu
at the Rogers Cup in Toronto. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY D1-6

Williams Retires From a Final

A professor who was dismissed after he
tried to forcibly end a student sit-in at
Johns Hopkins said white men faced
discrimination on campuses. PAGE A10

NATIONAL A10-15

A Confrontation, Then a Firing
At a time when small and midsize oper-
ations are struggling, closing or merg-
ing, New York’s four mega-galleries are
doubling down on major building
projects in Chelsea. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

Big Art Galleries Get Bigger

The police guarded mosques in Oslo on
Sunday after a worshiper stopped a
gunman in Baerum a day earlier. PAGE A4

Averted Attack Shocks Norway

After denying a lead problem for a year,
officials were urged by the E.P.A. to
distribute bottled water. PAGE A17

NEW YORK A16-18

Newark Sees Shades of Flint

She had come from Colombia to work as
a nanny and broaden her horizons.
Then came the double murder. PAGE A16

An Adventure’s Tragic End
The social network is modifying its
behavior and making internal changes
to fend off antitrust concerns. PAGE B1

Facebook Tweaks Itself

James Poniewozik was against preppies
in his youth, though he didn’t really
know anyone in that category. To try to
figure out his enmity, he peeks into the
book that began the craze. PAGE C1

Perusing a ‘Preppy Handbook’

Joe Biden PAGE A23

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23

American intelligence officials
are racing to understand a myste-
rious explosion that released radi-
ation off the coast of northern Rus-
sia last week, apparently during
the test of a new type of nuclear-
propelled cruise missile hailed by
President Vladimir V. Putin as the
centerpiece of Moscow’s arms
race with the United States.

American officials have said
nothing publicly about the blast
on Thursday, possibly one of the
worst nuclear accidents in Russia
since Chernobyl, although appar-
ently on a far smaller scale, with at
least seven people, including sci-
entists, confirmed dead. But the
Russian government’s slow, se-
cretive response has set off anxi-
ety in nearby cities and towns —
and attracted the attention of ana-
lysts in Washington and Europe
who believe the explosion may of-
fer a glimpse of technological
weaknesses in Russia’s new arms
program.

Thursday’s accident happened
offshore of the Nenoksa Missile
Test Site and was followed by
what nearby local officials ini-
tially reported was a spike in radi-
ation in the atmosphere.

Late Sunday night, officials at a
research institute that had em-
ployed five of the scientists who
died confirmed for the first time
that a small nuclear reactor had
exploded during an experiment in
the White Sea, and that the au-
thorities were investigating the
cause.

Vyacheslav Solovyov, the scien-
tific director of the Russian Fed-
eral Nuclear Center, said in a vid-
eo interview with a local newspa-
per that the institute had been
studying “small-scale sources of
energy with the use of fissile ma-
terials.”

But United States intelligence
officials have said they suspect
the blast involved a prototype of
what NATO calls the SSC-X-9 Sky-
fall. That is a cruise missile that
Mr. Putin has boasted can reach 

BLAST IN RUSSIA 
OFFERS WINDOW 
INTO ARMS GOALS

AT LEAST 7 ARE KILLED

A Possible Example of
Flaws in Putin’s Key

Nuclear Weapon

By DAVID E. SANGER
and ANDREW E. KRAMER

Continued on Page A9

Late Edition
Today, sunny to partly cloudy skies,
more humid, high 85. Tonight, in-
creasing clouds, low 72. Tomorrow,
mostly cloudy, thunderstorms, high
81. Weather map, Page A19.
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BIARRITZ, France — Remem-
ber when President Xi Jinping of
China was the “enemy”? That
was so Friday. As of Monday,

according to Presi-
dent Trump, Mr. Xi
was “a great leader”
and a “brilliant
man.”

What about that edict by Mr.
Trump, who “hereby ordered”
American companies to leave
China? Three days later, he was
positive he would get a trade
deal and, if so, then firms should
“stay there and do a great job.”

Mr. Trump spent the weekend

in France insisting that he was
not having a debate with his
fellow world leaders, but at times
it seemed like he was having a
debate with himself.

Day by day, even hour by hour,
his approach to the trade war
with China, the most consequen-
tial economic conflict on the
planet, veered back and forth,
leaving much of the world with

geopolitical whiplash.
If he seemed all over the map,

he made clear on Monday, as he
wrapped up days of diplomacy,
that the world would just have to
get used to it. He likes leaving
negotiating partners, adversar-
ies, observers and even allies off
balance.

“Sorry!” he told reporters,
sounding anything but apologet-
ic. “It’s the way I negotiate. It’s
the way I negotiate. It’s done 

Global Whiplash as Trump Seesaws on Trade
By PETER BAKER Provoking Turmoil at

the G7: ‘It’s the Way 
I Negotiate’

Continued on Page A9
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battling criminal charges of lying
to investigators about his work for
a shady foreign client.

But the most riveting aspect of
the case against the lawyer, Greg-
ory B. Craig, is not his innocence
or guilt. Rather, it is the depiction
of the seamy world of power bro-
kers like Mr. Craig that prosecu-
tors have painted during nearly
two weeks of testimony and in an

WASHINGTON — It is a trial
tailor-made to grab the attention
of this city’s power brokers: In a
federal courtroom this month, one
of Washington’s most prominent
lawyers — a former White House
counsel and attorney to global
statesmen and other icons — is

array of court filings.
Mr. Craig’s trial has supplanted

any image of Washington’s elite as
sage Brahmins with a vivid pic-
ture of the ruling class at its avari-
cious worst. The details include a
$4 million payment shunted
through a secret offshore account
to Mr. Craig’s law firm, a back-
dated invoice, a lying publicist, a
scheme to net one player’s daugh-

ter a cushy job and a bungled
wiretap by a suspected Russian
intelligence asset nicknamed “the
angry midget.”

Taken together, they illustrate
how lawyers, lobbyists and public
relations specialists leapt onto
slippery ethical slopes to cash in
on a foreign government’s hopes
of papering over its sordid reputa-

Trial of a Power Broker Plumbs the Depths of Washington’s Elite
By SHARON LaFRANIERE

Continued on Page A17
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Serena Williams trounced Maria Sharapova, 6-1, 6-1, on the first night of the U.S. Open. Page B7.
Opening Statement

STARK CHOICE The trade war
forces the president to choose:
growth or China business. PAGE B1

Exiled women in Vrindavan, India,
reduced to begging for years, found a
home in a government shelter. PAGE A10

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

A Sanctuary for Widows
Newark expects to replace its lead
pipes in 24 to 30 months instead of 10
years with a $120 million plan. PAGE A18

NEW YORK A18-20

‘We Have to Move Faster’
Jon Caramanica and Joe Coscarelli
discuss the observations the singer
jotted down from ages 13 to 27. Above,
in Las Vegas in 2009. PAGE C6

ARTS C1-8

Reading Taylor Swift’s Diaries

Federal prosecutors are weighing
whether to seek an indictment of An-
drew G. McCabe, the former deputy
F.B.I. director. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A11-17

F.B.I. Veteran in Cross Hairs
Once the epitome of luxury, the high-
end General Motors line is attempting
another makeover to catch up with
rivals that have overtaken it. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-5

Planning Cadillac of a Revival

A weather agency named radioactive
particles it said were released in an
explosion at a military test site. PAGE A6

4 Isotopes in Russian Blast

The number of heat-related deaths has
more than tripled in Arizona and Neva-
da since 2014, raising concerns about
the limits of adaptation. PAGE A13

Heat Takes Toll in Southwest

A Times analysis of grades given by the
National Rifle Association found that
the group has fewer allies on Capitol
Hill than it did 10 years ago. PAGE A11

N.R.A. Loses Some of Its Clout

Large political contributions by a lobby-
ist for a powerful hospital group have
raised eyebrows in Albany. PAGE A18

A Lobbyist’s Hefty Donations

Through the use of DNA tests, cases in
which physicians secretly used their
own sperm for artificial insemination
are surfacing more often. PAGE D1

SCIENCE TIMES D1-6

Deceptive Fertility Doctors

David Brooks PAGE A23

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23

A judge in Oklahoma on Mon-
day ruled that Johnson & Johnson
had intentionally played down the
dangers and oversold the benefits
of opioids, and ordered it to pay
the state $572 million in the first
trial of a drug manufacturer for
the destruction wrought by pre-
scription painkillers.

The amount fell far short of the
$17 billion judgment that Okla-
homa had sought to pay for addic-
tion treatment, drug courts and
other services it said it would need
over the next 20 years to repair
the damage done by the opioid
epidemic.

Still, the decision, by Judge
Thad Balkman of Cleveland
County District Court, heartened
lawyers representing states and
cities — plaintiffs in many of the
more than 2,000 opioid lawsuits
pending across the country —
who are pursuing a legal strategy
similar to Oklahoma’s. His finding
that Johnson & Johnson had
breached the state’s “public nui-
sance” law was a significant as-
pect of his order.

Judge Balkman was harsh in
his assessment of a company that
has built its reputation as a re-
sponsible and family-friendly
maker of soap, baby powder and
Band-Aids.

In his ruling, he wrote that
Johnson & Johnson had promul-
gated “false, misleading, and dan-
gerous marketing campaigns”
that had “caused exponentially in-
creasing rates of addiction, over-
dose deaths” and babies born ex-
posed to opioids.

Sabrina Strong, a lawyer for
Johnson & Johnson, one of the
world’s biggest health care com-
panies, said, “We have many
strong grounds for appeal and we
intend to pursue those vig-
orously.”

Johnson & Johnson, which con-
tracted with poppy growers in
Tasmania, supplied 60 percent of
the opiate ingredients that drug
companies used for opioids like
oxycodone, the state argued, and
aggressively marketed opioids to
doctors and patients as safe and
effective. A Johnson & Johnson
subsidiary, Janssen Pharmaceuti-
cals, made its own opioids — a pill
whose rights it sold in 2015, and a
fentanyl patch that it still
produces.

Judge Balkman said the $572
million judgment could pay for a
year’s worth of services needed to
combat the epidemic in Okla-
homa.

“We would have liked to walk
out of here with $17 billion, but
we’ve been able to put together a
billion dollars,” Oklahoma’s attor-
ney general, Mike Hunter, said at
a news conference on Monday. He
was referring to the cumulative
amount from the Johnson & John-
son judgment and previous settle-
ments with two other drug manu-
facturers that produce opioids.
Earlier this year, Purdue Pharma
and Teva Pharmaceuticals agreed

OPIOID MAKER HIT
WITH A PENALTY

OF $572 MILLION

SAID TO PLAY DOWN RISK

Ruling Against Johnson
& Johnson Sets Tone

for 2,000 Cases

By JAN HOFFMAN

Continued on Page A15
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The world may be outraged by the fires, but locals are indignant at what they see as outsiders trying to decide how Brazilians should steward their own land. Page A4.
Bitter Resentment in the Amazon

As more women have come for-
ward in recent days to describe
assaults at the hands of Jeffrey
Epstein, Maria Farmer finds her-
self distraught, wondering what
might have happened if someone
had taken her seriously.

Twenty-four years ago, Ms.
Farmer was an artist who had en-
tered the unorthodox life Mr. Ep-
stein lived behind the doors of his
luxury estates. Mr. Epstein had of-
fered to help with her painting ca-
reer, but it all came to an abrupt
end one night in the summer of
1996, when she says Mr. Epstein
and his companion, Ghislaine

Maxwell, began violently groping
her.

She learned later that her 16-
year-old sister, Annie Farmer, had
been subjected to a troubling top-
less massage at Mr. Epstein’s
ranch in New Mexico.

Ms. Farmer contacted the New
York Police Department and said
she had then gone to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, offering
to share what she knew about Mr.
Epstein and the parade of young
women being brought to Mr. Ep-
stein’s houses. Though the bureau
has never acknowledged such a
contact, Ms. Farmer said the F.B.I.
must have had a record of it, be-
cause agents came back to her —
years later — with questions. She
also went to leaders in the New
York art world, which Mr. Epstein
and Ms. Maxwell frequented, and
the sisters tried to tell their story
to a national magazine.

In each case, their reports went
nowhere.

Finally, facing what she said
were threats as a result of the sis-
ters’ claims, Ms. Farmer aban-
doned her New York art career
and stopped painting altogether.

“I did not want another young
lady to go through what Annie
went through,” Maria Farmer said
in a recent interview. “I could han-

Two Sisters’ Early Bid to Unmask
Epstein’s Abuse Fell on Deaf Ears

By MIKE BAKER

Maria Farmer in 1996 at Jeff-
rey Epstein’s estate in Ohio, in
a photograph provided by her
personal representative. Continued on Page A14

For years, New York City has
essentially maintained two paral-
lel public school systems.

A group of selective schools and
programs geared to students la-
beled gifted and talented is filled
mostly with white and Asian chil-
dren. The rest of the system is
open to all students and is pre-
dominantly black and Hispanic.

Now, a high-level panel ap-
pointed by Mayor Bill de Blasio is
recommending that the city do
away with most of these selective
programs in an effort to desegre-
gate the system, which has 1.1 mil-
lion students and is by far the larg-

est in the country.
Mr. de Blasio, who has staked

his mayoralty on reducing in-
equality, has the power to adopt
some or all of the proposals with-
out input from the State Legisla-
ture or City Council. If he does, the
decision would fundamentally re-
shape a largely segregated school
system and could reverberate in
school districts across the coun-
try.

The mayor will now be thrust
into the center of a sensitive de-
bate about race and class at home, 

New York City Panel Advises
Eliminating Gifted Programs

By ELIZA SHAPIRO

Continued on Page A20

Late Edition
Today, mostly cloudy, high 76. To-
night, considerably cloudy, not as
cool, low 69. Tomorrow, sunshine
and clouds, more humid, high 82.
Weather map appears on Page B6.

$3.00



VOL. CLXVIII . . . No. 58,449 + © 2019  The New York Times Company NEW YORK, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2019

C M Y K Nxxx,2019-09-13,A,001,Bs-4C,E2_+

U(D54G1D)y+@!/!,!#!}

WASHINGTON — The Trump
administration on Thursday an-
nounced the repeal of a major
Obama-era clean water regula-
tion that had placed limits on pol-
luting chemicals that could be
used near streams, wetlands and
other bodies of water.

The rollback of the 2015 meas-
ure, known as the Waters of the
United States rule, adds to a
lengthy list of environmental
rules that the administration has
worked to weaken or undo over
the past two and a half years.

Those efforts have focused
heavily on eliminating restric-
tions on fossil fuel pollution, in-
cluding coal-fired power plants,
automobile tailpipes and methane
emissions, but have also touched
on asbestos and chemical hazards
like pesticides.

An immediate effect of the clean
water repeal is that polluters will
no longer need a permit to dis-
charge potentially harmful sub-
stances into many streams and
wetlands. But the measure, which
is expected to take effect in a mat-
ter of weeks, has implications far
beyond the pollution that will now
be allowed to flow freely into wa-
terways.

The Obama administration im-
plemented the rule in response to
a Supreme Court decision that
opened the door to a more expan-
sive legal definition of “waters of
the United States” under the 1972
Clean Water Act. With Thursday’s
announcement, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency is aiming to
drastically narrow that definition,
a move that critics fear could be
difficult for future administrations
to undo because the ideological
balance of the Supreme Court has
shifted to the right.

Patrick Parenteau, a professor 

TRUMP REPEALS
OBAMA-ERA RULE

ON CLEAN WATER

POLLUTION LIMITS EASED

The Latest Move to Roll
Back Protections for

the Environment

By LISA FRIEDMAN 
and CORAL DAVENPORT

Continued on Page A17

Late Edition

SAN ANTONIO — The immi-
gration court judge stared at his
long docket list on Thursday
morning and told the officer he
was ready to hear the next case.

No one inside the small court-
room made a move. All the action
was happening up front on a large
flat-screen television.

On the screen, an officer could
be seen escorting a woman to a
seat at a long, bare folding table in
a spacious, white-walled room.
The woman, a migrant from Cuba
named Lorena, had been bused
from Mexico to a temporary facili-
ty on the South Texas border in
Laredo. The judge was 160 miles
northeast, in a courtroom in
downtown San Antonio.

Lorena’s case was part of the
Trump administration’s latest ex-
periment on the southwestern
border — tent court.

Federal officials this week be-

gan operating tent-style facilities
in Laredo and a handful of other
border cities to ease the strain on
immigration courts, part of a
sweeping set of moves intended to
slow the flow of migrant families
across the border. The tent courts,
which are also opening in
Brownsville, Tex., and Yuma,
Ariz., are designed to speed up
processing and end the long de-
lays that have allowed many mi-
grants to live and work in the
United States for years before
their court cases are decided.

They are part of a series of new
measures designed to curtail the
past year’s surge in immigration
by keeping many asylum appli-
cants waiting outside the country,
in Mexico. On Wednesday, the Su-
preme Court cleared the way for
an even farther-reaching new pol-

U.S. Hastens Asylum Hearings
In Tents Far From Courtrooms

This article is by Manny Fernan-
dez, Miriam Jordan and Caitlin
Dickerson.

Continued on Page A18

JERUSALEM — For years, the
resentment had been building.

In Israel, Jewish men and wom-
en are drafted into the military,
but the ultra-Orthodox are largely
exempt. Unlike other Israelis,
many ultra-Orthodox receive
state subsidies to study the Torah
and raise large families.

And in a country that calls itself
home to all Jews, ultra-Orthodox
rabbis have a state-sanctioned
monopoly on events like mar-
riage, divorce and religious con-
versions.

A series of political twists has
suddenly jolted these issues to the
fore, and the country’s long-sim-
mering secular-religious divide
has become a central issue in the
national election on Tuesday.

In a country buffeted by a fes-
tering conflict with the Palestin-
ians, increasingly open warfare
with Iran and a prime minister
facing indictment on corruption
charges, the election has been sur-
prisingly preoccupied with the
question of just how Jewish — and
whose idea of Jewish — the Jew-
ish state should be.

“I have nothing against the ul-
tra-Orthodox, but they should get
what they deserve according to

their size,” said Lior Amiel, 49, a
businessman who was out shop-
ping in Ramat Hasharon. “Cur-
rently, I’m funding their lifestyle.”

This election was supposed to
be a simple do-over, a quick retake

to give Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu a second chance to
form a government and his oppo-
nents another shot at running him
out of office.

Instead it has become what

Yohanan Plesner, president of the
nonpartisan Israel Democracy In-
stitute, calls “a critical campaign
for the trajectory of the country.”

Blame Avigdor Lieberman, the 

As Vote Nears, Israelis Ponder How Jewish the Nation Should Be
By DAVID M. HALBFINGER

A Jewish settlement in the West Bank city of Hebron this week. The Israeli election is Tuesday.
SERGEY PONOMAREV FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A8

TURNBERRY, Scotland — The
middle-aged golfers had finished
their last single-malt whiskies late
one night this July, and the bar-
tenders were closing up.

Then a bus pulled up to the
Trump Turnberry hotel on Scot-
land’s west coast with a load of
new guests, several staff mem-
bers said. The doormen, dressed
in kilts with long feathers protrud-
ing from their berets, ushered in
more than 50 uniformed Ameri-
can military service members.

After gawking at a fountain en-
circled by stone horses and classi-
cal statues, the troops piled their
duffel bags around the table of or-
chids under the crystal chande-
liers of the wood-paneled lobby,
checked into their rooms and
headed to the bar to begin order-
ing some whisky of their own.

Throughout President Trump’s
term, officials said this week, the
American military has been pay-
ing his money-losing Scottish golf
resort to provide five-star accom-
modations to United States mili-
tary flight crews and other per-
sonnel during refueling stops on

trips to and from Southeast Asia,
the Middle East and other loca-
tions.

The chairman of the House
Oversight committee has ques-
tioned if the spending at Turn-
berry is a violation of a constitu-
tional prohibition on government
payments to the president outside
of his salary — a provision known
as the emoluments clause. Other
House Democrats have said they
expect the matter will now figure 

Inside Military’s 5-Star Layovers
For Refueling at a Trump Resort
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

and ERIC LIPTON

A United States Air Force
plane at Glasgow Prestwick
Airport on Wednesday.

MARY TURNER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A11

DASHED DREAMS A ruling ends
“all hope” for many asylum seek-
ers coming via Mexico. PAGE A18

PESTICIDE Beekeepers have sued
the E.P.A. over a chemical they
say is harming bees. PAGE A16

“Glory to Hong Kong” has rapidly been
adopted as a symbol of the pro-democ-
racy movement. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-14

Protest Anthem for Hong Kong
After her famous portrait of Michelle
Obama, Amy Sherald brings new works,
like this one, to New York. PAGE C11

WEEKEND ARTS C1-20

A Painter’s Second Act
A lawyer for the star trainer Bob Baf-
fert said environmental contamination,
not doping, was the cause of the race-
horse’s failed drug test. PAGE B8

SPORTSFRIDAY B8-11

Justify’s Trainer on Defense

As Prime Minister Boris Johnson pur-
sues an agreement on Brexit, Northern
Ireland remains in play. PAGE A9

An ‘All-Ireland’ Zone
Jennifer Lopez and Constance Wu star
in “Hustlers,” about strippers seeking
big scores. Review by A.O. Scott. PAGE C1

Rip-Off Artists

Leaders of the Virginia Theological
Seminary are setting aside $1.7 million
in reparations for the school’s involve-
ment in American slavery. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A16-24

Atoning for Slavery

The government rejected Andrew G.
McCabe’s appeal to avoid charges in a
case over whether he lied. PAGE A19

Ex-F.B.I. Deputy Rebuffed

Wary of the Supreme Court, the city is
ending a ban on a discredited practice
to change sexual orientation. PAGE A26

NEW YORK A25-27

Gambit on Conversion Therapy

Marco Rubio PAGE A31

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31

Companies and trade groups gauge the
risks of waging a legal or lobbying fight
against a proposed ban on most fla-
vored e-cigarette products, to protect
mint and menthol brands. PAGE B1

Vaping Industry Weighs a Fight

Employees of Cathay Pacific Airways
fear being fired over social media posts
supporting protesters in Hong Kong as
Beijing tightens the vise. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-7

Like ‘Big Brother’ in the Sky

HOUSTON — Former Vice
President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
clung tightly to the legacy of the
Obama administration in a Demo-
cratic primary debate on Thurs-
day, asking voters to view him as a
stand-in for the former president
as an array of progressive chal-
lengers, led by Senators Elizabeth
Warren and Bernie Sanders, bran-
dished more daring policy prom-
ises and questioned Mr. Biden’s
political strength.

Facing all of his closest com-
petitors for the first time in a de-
bate, Mr. Biden, the Democratic
front-runner, repeatedly invoked
President Barack Obama’s name
and policy record as a shield
against rivals who suggested his
own record was flawed, or implied
his agenda lacked ambition. On
health care, immigration, foreign
wars and more, Mr. Biden’s cen-
tral theme was his tenure serving
under Mr. Obama.

By constantly invoking Mr.
Obama, a popular figure among
Democrats, Mr. Biden sought to
mute the ideological and genera-
tional divisions that have left him
vulnerable in the primary race. To
voters who might see him as a
candidate of the past, Mr. Biden
seemed to counter that the past
was not so bad.

In an early exchange over
health care, Mr. Biden referred to
Ms. Warren’s support for Mr.
Sanders’s “Medicare for all” plan.
“The senator says she’s for
Bernie,” Mr. Biden said. “Well, I’m
for Barack — I think the
Obamacare worked.”

Explaining his preference for
more incremental health care im-
provements, like the creation of
an optional government-backed
plan, Mr. Biden challenged Ms.
Warren and Mr. Sanders to defend
the cost of their plans, warning
that they would require tax in-
creases on middle-income Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Biden was steadier in what
was his third debate of the prima-

INVOKING OBAMA,
BIDEN JABS BACK 
AT PROGRESSIVES

BATTLING OVER A LEGACY

Warren Joins Sanders in
a Fierce Defense of
‘Medicare for All’

By JONATHAN MARTIN
and ALEXANDER BURNS

Continued on Page A22

From left, Bernie Sanders, Joseph R. Biden Jr., Elizabeth Warren and Kamala Harris during Thursday night’s debate in Houston.
RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Former Vice President Joseph
R. Biden Jr. jammed his finger
skyward, eyes narrowing like his
polling advantage, accusing the
“socialist” to his right, Senator

Bernie Sanders, and
the “distinguished
friend” to his left,
Senator Elizabeth
Warren, of hawking

infeasible health care proposals
loaded with dubious math.

Mr. Sanders, raspier than
usual but no gentler on audio
equipment, insisted that Mr.
Biden has “got to defend” a sys-
tem that bankrupts cancer pa-
tients, drawing a steely glare
from a front-runner well-versed
in the disease’s ravages.

Mayor Pete Buttigieg tried to
play the peacekeeping millennial,
cutting in after Julián Castro —
the former federal housing secre-
tary, disinclined to leave the
squabbling to the three favorites
— interjected from the stage’s

periphery to suggest that Mr.
Biden, well into his 70s, had
forgotten what he said just two
minutes prior.

“This is why presidential de-
bates are becoming unwatch-
able,” Mr. Buttigieg said. “This
reminds everybody of what they
cannot stand about Washington.”

“Yeah, that’s called the Demo-
cratic primary election,” Mr.
Castro shot back. “That’s called
an election.”

It is getting there.
Onstage together for the first

time, with less than five months
to go before the voting begins,
the top 10 candidates made clear
on Thursday that the moment for
oblique contrast and above-the-
fray wishcasting is quickly pass-
ing.

For the favorites, the new
urgency yielded the most con-
spicuously fractious forum yet to 

Barbs Fly as Rival Democrats 
Confront End of the Beginning

By MATT FLEGENHEIMER and KATIE GLUECK

Continued on Page A23

NEWS
ANALYSIS

Today, clouds breaking for sunshine,
cooler, less humid, high 70. Tonight,
partly to mostly cloudy, low 62. To-
morrow, sunshine and some clouds,
high 76. Weather map, Page A24.
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Marine borers have returned to the
New York Harbor, threatening piers
and bridges. PAGE A21

NEW YORK A20-23

Critters Costing $114 Million
A trade war, technology shifts and
regulatory pressure worried insiders at
the Frankfurt auto show. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-7

Bumpy Ride in Germany

Ken Burns and 
Dayton Duncan PAGE A27

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27

To visualize flooding in the Midwest and South, The Times analyzed satellite data to create a com-
posite map of areas that were inundated at some point from January through June. Pages A14-15.

Where Misery Poured In
THE NEW YORK TIMES

KONDUGA, Nigeria — Ten-
year-old Abdul stood on a dirt
road in a village tucked between
millet fields and pulled up his
shirt. A fresh scar stretched
lengthwise down his stomach —
the result of a suicide bombing by
Boko Haram in June that sent
shrapnel tearing through his belly.

A half dozen other boys
crowded around him and pulled
up their shirts. All bore similar
scars from the attack.

Nigeria’s war against the Islam-
ist extremist group Boko Haram
was supposed to be over by now.
President Muhammadu Buhari, a
former military ruler, was re-
elected earlier this year after
boasting about his progress bat-
tling Boko Harm. He has repeat-
edly declared that the group has
been “technically defeated.” On
Tuesday, the president conceded
that “its members are still a nui-
sance.”

A full decade into the war, how-
ever, Boko Haram militants are

still roaming the countryside with
impunity. Their fighters now have
more sophisticated drones than
the military and are well-armed
after successful raids on military
brigades, according to local poli-
ticians and security analysts.

Militants control four of the 10
zones in northern Borno State,
near Lake Chad, according to se-
curity analysts and a federal offi-
cial. They are pulling off almost-
daily attacks, including opening
fire last week on the convoy of the 

Better Armed, Boko Haram Terrorizes Nigeria
By DIONNE SEARCEY

Continued on Page A9
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Felicity Huffman, seen with her husband, William H. Macy, was given a 14-day sentence in a college admissions scandal. Page A19.
Penitent, but Prison-Bound

Congress showed the breadth of
its investigation into the big tech
companies on Friday, making a
public demand for scores of docu-
ments, including the personal
emails and other communications
from dozens of top executives.

Republicans and Democrats
alike on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, which is investigating the
market power and behavior of the
companies, sent letters directly to
Jeff Bezos of Amazon, Tim Cook of
Apple, Mark Zuckerberg of Face-
book and Larry Page of Google.

The requests called for all com-
munications to and from eight ex-
ecutives at Amazon, 14 at Apple,
15 at Facebook and 14 at Google.

With the request, which was
posted on the committee’s web-
site, the lawmakers sent a not-so-
subtle message that executives
would be held responsible for the
replies, and that the investigation
would continue to play out pub-
licly. That has the potential of
damaging the brands’ reputa-
tions.

The companies, once held up as
beacons of American ingenuity
and business acumen, have been
under siege about spreading dis-
information, failing to respect us-
ers’ privacy and maneuvering to
minimize their taxes. In addition,
President Trump and other Re-
publicans accuse some of the com-
panies of censoring conservative
voices.

Similar inquiries are underway
at the Justice Department, at the
Federal Trade Commission and by
attorneys general of dozens of
states. The investigations are just
beginning in earnest. How far
they will go, what they will uncov-
er and whether any allegations
will stand up in court are all uncer-
tain.

But the investigations show the
growing angst about the power of
the tech companies, which for dec-
ades faced little regulation. Now
Silicon Valley’s influence on ev-
erything from how we vote to how
we shop is readily apparent — and
yet the technology driving it re-
mains largely mysterious.

“There is this great and grow-
ing dependence on technology
that we don’t really understand,”
said A. Douglas Melamed, a for-
mer antitrust official in Justice
Department. “And that frightens
people.”

House lawmakers were ex-

House Inquiry
Targets Heads
Of Tech Giants

Personal Email Sought
by Antitrust Panel

By STEVE LOHR

Continued on Page A12

The New York attorney gener-
al’s office said on Friday that it
had tracked about $1 billion in
wire transfers by the Sackler fam-
ily, including through Swiss bank
accounts, suggesting that the
family tried to shield wealth as it
faced a raft of litigation over its
role in the opioid crisis.

Earlier this week, thousands of
municipal governments and
nearly two dozen states tenta-
tively reached a settlement with
the Sackler family and the com-
pany it owns, Purdue Pharma,
maker of OxyContin. It was un-
clear if the new disclosure would
change the thinking of any of the
parties that agreed to the settle-
ment.

The attorneys general of a ma-
jority of states, including New
York and Massachusetts, have al-
ready balked at the proposed deal,
contending that the Sackler fam-
ily has siphoned off company prof-
its that should be used to pay for
the billions of dollars in damage
caused by opioids.

The wire transfers are part of a
lawsuit against Purdue and indi-
vidual Sacklers in New York. Leti-
tia James, now the state’s attorney
general, had issued subpoenas
last month to 33 financial institu-
tions and investment advisers
with ties to the Sacklers in an ef-
fort to trace the full measure of the
family’s wealth.

“While the Sacklers continue to
lowball victims and skirt a respon-
sible settlement, we refuse to al-
low the family to misuse the
courts in an effort to shield their
financial misconduct,” Ms. James
said in a statement. “Records from
one financial institution alone
have shown approximately $1 bil-
lion in wire transfers between the
Sacklers, entities they control,
and different financial institu-
tions, including those that have
funneled funds into Swiss bank ac-
counts,” she added.

Forbes has estimated that the
family fortune is worth $13 billion,
a figure the family has not dis-
puted, but many state attorneys
general believe that the family has
far more hidden away, as a safe-

NEW YORK SAYS
SACKLERS SHIFTED
ABOUT $1 BILLION

WIRE TRANSFERS TRACED

Findings Suggest Purdue
Pharma Family Tried

to Shield Wealth

By DANNY HAKIM

Continued on Page A21

Stunning skyline views led Dumbo’s
transformation from industrial water-
front to Instagram haven. PAGE A22

Bridging Two Brooklyns

When an Indigenous man realized he
was not recognized by Australia’s Con-
stitution, he renounced his citizenship.
The Saturday Profile. PAGE A6

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

He Declared His Own Country

A hospital in remote Afghanistan is a
haven for mothers and newborns in a
nation ravaged by war. PAGE A4

By War Zone: 20 Births in a Day
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Brown Can Play for Patriots
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SILVER SPRING, Md. — On
Friday morning in the suburbs of
Washington, government scien-
tists in khakis and sensible shoes
bustled to work — beneath a tow-
ering bronze sculpture of a hand
releasing seabirds — heading for
a small scientific agency caught
up in a political mess triggered by
President Trump’s tweet about
Hurricane Dorian.

One of the arriving employees
was Neil Jacobs, the head of the
agency, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
“We’re under investigation,” a
weary looking Dr. Jacobs said, a
large messenger bag slung over
his shoulder. “I can’t talk.”

The investigations are examin-
ing an attack on the independence
of an agency that, despite its enor-
mous importance to the United
States economy, typically flies
well below the radar. That
changed in recent weeks when
meteorologists working for NOAA
corrected Mr. Trump on Twitter

after he inaccurately described
Hurricane Dorian’s path.

The president then ordered the
agency to support his version of
events, triggering a political
clash.

The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration is
hardly a household name, yet it
plays a significant role in modern
life.

One of its main jobs is weather
forecasting, producing the data
that farmers trust to plant their
crops, airlines rely on to design
their routes and millions of Ameri-
cans check obsessively on their
smartphones.

The agency also studies the
world’s oceans, regulates fish-
eries and operates sophisticated
satellites that, among other
things, detect threats in space to
help protect astronauts.

It “touches every American life
every single day, in a constructive
fashion that’s generally appreciat-

Trump’s Hurricane Tweet Pushes
NOAA Into the Political Arena

By CHRISTOPHER FLAVELLE

Continued on Page A13

JERUSALEM — At a glance,
Jerusalem’s Old City and its
surroundings still look pretty
much as they must have looked

centuries ago. The
Old City’s yellow
walls still read in
silhouette against

an ancient landscape of parched
hills and valleys. The skyline is
still dominated by the city’s great
Muslim and Christian shrines:
the gold, glistening Dome of the

Rock and the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, where Jesus was said
to have been buried.

But this is about to change.
Israeli authorities have approved
a plan to build an elevated cable
car to the Western Wall, the
holiest site in the Jewish world,
by 2021.

It’s the first phase of what
proponents envision as a fleet of
cable cars crisscrossing the locus
of sacred sites known as the Holy
Basin.

Trumpeted by right-wing

Israeli leaders as a green solu-
tion to the challenges of in-
creased tourism and traffic in
and around the Old City, the plan
has provoked howls of protest
from horrified Israeli preserva-
tionists, environmentalists, plan-
ners, architects and others who
picture an ancient global her-
itage site turned into a Jewish-
themed Epcot, with thousands of
passengers an hour crammed
into huge gondolas lofting across
the sky.

“A total outrage against a

fragile city,” the Israeli-born
architect Moshe Safdie says. “An
aesthetic and architectural af-
front.”

On Tuesday, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, battling to
win re-election, vowed that if he
returned to office, he would
annex nearly a third of the occu-
pied West Bank, reducing any
future Palestinian state to an
encircled enclave. Israeli critics
dismissed the announcement as
a last-minute election ploy, but it 

A Challenge to the Essence of Old Jerusalem, Coming by Cable Car
By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN

Continued on Page A8

CRITIC’S
NOTEBOOK

If Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Eliza-
beth Warren are headed for a
showdown, neither of them ap-
pears in a hurry to get there.

The two candidates have
seemed to be on a collision course
for much of the last few months:
Mr. Biden as the Democratic
front-runner and de facto leader of
the party’s moderate wing, with a
steady but hardly dominant lead
in polls, and Ms. Warren as his ris-
ing challenger, slowly trimming
his lead and perhaps surpassing
Senator Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont as the focal point of progres-
sive energy in the race.

Despite some pre-debate chest-
thumping by Mr. Biden’s camp, no
great clash occurred in Thurs-
day’s debate in Houston, the first
time he and Ms. Warren have
been onstage together during the
primary.

It is almost inevitable that the
race will grow more combative,
and in the wake of the debate
there were signs that some of the
leading candidates were ready for
conflict. Mr. Biden, who only chal-
lenged Ms. Warren in a single ex-
change on health care Thursday,
delivered a veiled swipe at her pol-
icy-heavy campaign at a fund-
raiser on Friday, saying that the
country needed not just plans but
also “someone who can execute a
plan.” And Mr. Sanders sought to
reignite his own clash with Mr. Bi-
den, releasing a statement from
his campaign manager that ac-
cused Mr. Biden of “echoing the 

2 Democrats
In No Hurry

To Do Battle
By ALEXANDER BURNS

and KATIE GLUECK

Continued on Page A18

Late Edition
Today, clouds and some sunshine,
warmer, more humid, high 74. To-
night, mostly cloudy, showers, low
67. Tomorrow, partly sunny, warmer,
high 81. Weather map, Page C8.
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WASHINGTON — By the time
President Trump met with con-
gressional leaders on the after-
noon of June 20, he had already
decided to retaliate against Iran
for shooting down an American
surveillance drone. But for once,
he kept his cards close to the vest,
soliciting advice rather than doing
all of the talking.

“Why don’t you go after the
launch sites?” a Republican law-
maker asked.

“Well,” Mr. Trump replied with a
hint, “I think you’ll like the deci-
sion.”

But barely three hours later, Mr.
Trump had changed his mind.
Without consulting his vice presi-
dent, secretary of state or national
security adviser, he reversed him-
self and, with ships readying mis-
siles and airplanes already in the
skies, told the Pentagon to call off
the airstrikes with only 10 minutes
to go. When Vice President Mike
Pence and other officials returned
to the White House for what they
expected would be a long night of
monitoring a military operation,
they were stunned to learn the at-
tack was off.

That about-face, so typically im-
pulsive, instinctive and removed
from any process, proved a deci-
sion point for a president who has
often threatened to “totally de-
stroy” enemies but at the same
time has promised to extricate the
United States from Middle East
wars. It revealed a commander in
chief more cautious than critics
have assumed, yet underscored
the limited options in a confronta-
tion he had set in motion.

Three months later, some of Mr. 

ABORTING ATTACK
ON IRAN SHOCKED

AIDES TO TRUMP

STANDOFF WITH TEHRAN

Decision in June Looms
Large After Strike on

Saudi Oil Fields

This article is by Peter Baker, Eric
Schmitt and Michael Crowley.

Continued on Page 11

Elizabeth Warren did not want
a goodbye party. She told her
aides there would be no grand
send-off, no celebration of a mis-
sion accomplished.

The Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau had been her idea
from the start: a new arm of the

government, uniquely empow-
ered to police the kinds of loans
and financial schemes that led to
the Great Recession. Ms. Warren
had detailed the idea in a journal
article, then cajoled and pres-
sured Congress to make it law. She
was tasked by President Barack
Obama in 2010 with setting up the
bureau, and spent a year recruit-
ing investigators and enforcers
for an office they saw as an exhila-
rating cause.

But as spring turned to summer
in 2011, Ms. Warren faced a
wrenching separation. The White
House had decided not to nomi-
nate her to lead the bureau perma-
nently. So she gathered the staff
for an “all hands” meeting and
told them her work there was over.

“She told us that we were ready
to sail the ship, that we did not
need her there, and that we would
be able to do it on our own,” said
Patricia McCoy, a Boston College
law professor who was a senior of-

ficial at the bureau.
Ms. Warren was right. Under

her successor, Richard A. Cordray,
the bureau would recover $12 bil-
lion for consumers from financial
institutions by 2017. It would be-
come, to supporters, a prized ex-
ample of the government taking
on big banks after the 2008 finan-
cial crisis. To opponents — Repub-
lican lawmakers, business associ-
ations and a few conservative
Democrats — it would become an
example of “runaway govern-
ment,” an agency to be curbed at
the first opportunity.

To Ms. Warren, the bureau is
something else as well: a forma-
tive lesson in how an idea — a plan
— can become reality. For it was
through creating a new financial 

In Losing a Coveted Position,
Warren Found a Larger Stage

By ALEXANDER BURNS

In 2009, Elizabeth Warren led
the oversight panel for the
Troubled Asset Relief Program.

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page 22

LESSONS IN POWER

How to Execute a Plan

ELK RAPIDS, Mich. — Not
long after Hefzur Rahman en-
rolled at his new school in Michi-
gan three years ago, his fifth-
grade class studied the subhuman
conditions that enslaved Africans
endured in overcrowded ships
bound for North America.

He knew what it was like to be
on a boat in fear for his life, he told
his classmates.

At the age of 11, he had joined
hundreds of thousands of Rohing-
ya refugees fleeing violent op-
pression in Myanmar, cramming

onto boats piloted by smugglers.
The men beat their human cargo,
he recalled, and he watched des-
perate people drink seawater only
to die of dehydration. As his boat
began to sink, Hefzur tied empty
water bottles around his waist and
jumped into the ocean. “I thought
I would pass away,” he said.

Today, Hefzur is safe, living
with a foster family in small-town
Michigan, where most of the boats
that ply nearby Elk Lake are filled
with families headed for sunny af-
ternoons on the water.

But he stays up at night worry-
ing about his parents, who put him
on the boat leaving Myanmar not

just to save his life, but also in the
hope that he would help get the
rest of the family out. They are
still counting on him. “I feel like I
am in jail,” he told his foster
mother, anxious that he was
spending too much time at school.
“I want to work. I must send
money to my family.”

About 730,000 Rohingya fled
Myanmar in the summer of 2017,
and almost all of them, like
Hefzur’s parents, are living in
camps in neighboring Bangla-
desh. A few thousand have been
admitted to the United States —
part of a dwindling number of ref-

Finding Safe Shores Was Only Half the Struggle
By MIRIAM JORDAN

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Hefzur Rahman, a Rohingya refugee, at a lake near Elk Rapids, Mich., where his foster family lives.

Continued on Page 21

For years there have been frag-
mentary reports of almost unbe-
lievable acts of faith at the Nazi
death camps during World War II:
the sounding of shofars, the ram’s
horn trumpets traditionally blown
by Jews to welcome the High Holy
Days.

These stories of the persistence
of hope even in mankind’s darkest
moments have been passed down
despite limited evidence and eye-
witness detail.

But could camp prisoners have
found ways to sound these horns,
piercing the heavens with sob-like
wails and staccato blasts, without
putting themselves in immediate
mortal danger?

Now a new account that ad-
dresses that question, and is em-
braced by several historians as re-
liable, has emerged from the
daughter of an Auschwitz sur-
vivor, along with one of the se-
creted shofars itself.

Dr. Judith Tydor Schwartz, an
expert on the Holocaust, says her
father, Chaskel Tydor, a longtime
prisoner entrusted as work dis-
patcher at one of the more than 40
Auschwitz subcamps, contrived
on Rosh Hashana 1944 to send fel-
low prisoners on a distant detail
where they might safely, and pri-
vately, pray. He did not know that
they carried something with 

Show of Faith:
A Jewish Relic
That Survived

By RALPH BLUMENTHAL

Continued on Page 20

From Memorial Day to Labor Day, there were 26 mass shootings in the United States. They spanned
the nation, terrorizing crowded public places and shattering private homes. Among the 126 killed were a
3-year-old girl and a 90-year-old man. And all we could do was ask why. And wait for it to happen again.

‘The world we live in now is one in which no place is safe,
no lives really matter, when it comes to violence.’
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Eating, playing and dancing in the city’s
streets, from Brooklyn to the Bronx.
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Blocks and Blocks of Parties

As part of a push into Central America,
China presented itself as a partner for El
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tration countered with a warning. PAGE 6

INTERNATIONAL 4-12

Seeking Clout in El Salvador
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saving the world. Then came the bad
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championship season. PAGE 1
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A One-Week World Cup

Australia’s largest city has a rare super-
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interact in daily adventures. PAGE 10

Sydney Is for the Birds

A priest has delivered millions of votes
for Poland’s governing right-wing Law
and Justice party, which has helped him
build a business empire. PAGE 8

Mixing Church and Polish State

Bernie Sanders is taking “Medicare for
All” even further: He wants to elimi-
nate billions owed by patients. PAGE 19

A Plan to Erase Health Debt

Bayer spent $63 billion to buy the
maker of the agricultural chemical
Roundup and now may lose billions
over claims the chemical is unsafe. But
its market seems secure. PAGE 1

Still a Future for a Weedkiller

Al Gore PAGE 1
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TRAVEL

Keep Them Dogies Rollin’
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the proper role of work in life. PAGE 1
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No Burnout for Us, Thank You
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DES MOINES — Allegations
that President Trump courted for-
eign interference from Ukraine to
hurt his leading Democratic rival,
Joseph R. Biden Jr., dominated
presidential politics on Saturday,
as Mr. Biden demanded a House
investigation of Mr. Trump’s
phone call with Ukraine’s leader
and as Mr. Trump lashed out, de-
nying wrongdoing without releas-
ing a transcript of the call.

With Mr. Trump seizing on a fa-
miliar defense, saying Democrats
were undertaking a “witch hunt”
against him, Mr. Biden called on
the House of Representatives to
begin a new investigation of
whether the president sought the
interference of a foreign govern-
ment to bolster his re-election
campaign.

“This appears to be an over-
whelming abuse of power,” Mr. Bi-
den said during a campaign swing
in Iowa. “We have never seen any-
thing like this from any presi-
dent.”

Mr. Trump is said to have urged
the Ukranian president on a July
25 phone call to investigate Mr. Bi-
den’s son, Hunter Biden, who did
business in Ukraine while his fa-
ther was vice president. Mr.
Trump’s request is part of a secret
whistle-blower complaint in the
intelligence community that is
said to involve Mr. Trump making
an unspecified commitment to a
foreign leader, according to two
people familiar with the com-
plaint.

The sharp accusations between
Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden elevated
the president’s dealings with
Ukraine as a potentially signifi-

UKRAINE BECOMES
CONTESTED POINT
IN RACE FOR 2020

FALLOUT FROM JULY CALL

President Claims ‘Witch
Hunt’ as Biden Calls

for House Inquiry

By LISA LERER
and REID J. EPSTEIN

Continued on Page 17

The young protesters are finding that
many of the diplomats they are trying
to influence are unmoved. PAGE 20
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Collision at U.N. Climate Talks
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President Trump repeatedly
pressured Ukraine’s leader to in-
vestigate leading Democrats as “a
favor” to him during a telephone
call last summer in which the two
discussed the former Soviet re-
public’s need for more American
financial aid to counter Russian
aggression.

In a reconstruction of the call
released Wednesday by the White
House, Mr. Trump urged Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky to work
with Attorney General William P.
Barr and Rudolph W. Giuliani, the
president’s personal lawyer, on
corruption investigations con-
nected to former Vice President
Joseph R. Biden Jr. and other
Democrats.

Although there was no explicit
quid pro quo in the conversation,
Mr. Trump raised the matter im-
mediately after Mr. Zelensky
spoke of his country’s need for
more help from the United States.
The call came only days after Mr.
Trump blocked $391 million in aid
to Ukraine, a decision that per-
plexed national security officials
at the time and that he has given

conflicting explanations for in re-
cent days.

The aid freeze did not come up
during the call, and Mr. Zelensky
was not yet aware of it. Instead, he
thanked Mr. Trump for previous
American aid, including Javelin
anti-tank weapons, and suggested
he would need more as part of
Ukraine’s five-year-old war with
Russian-backed separatists in the
country’s east.

“I would like you to do us a fa-
vor, though,” Mr. Trump re-
sponded, shifting to his interest in
investigating Democrats and urg-
ing that he work with Mr. Barr and
Mr. Giuliani.

“Whatever you can do, it’s very
important that you do it if that’s
possible,” Mr. Trump said.

The July 25 call has become a
major flash point in what is rap-
idly shaping up as a divisive battle
between the president and House
Democrats over impeachment
that will consume Washington for
weeks or months. The conflicting
interpretations of the call’s mean-

TRUMP ASKED FOR ‘FAVOR’ IN CALL, MEMO SHOWS
President Denies Pressuring Leader

of Ukraine to Investigate Biden

By PETER BAKER

President Trump with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine.
DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Early in the conversation, President Trump brings up aid from the United States.

Then Mr. Trump mentions reciprocity, but doesn’t make a connection to the aid.

Mr. Trump appears to be referring to the 2016 hacking of Democratic Party emails.

He wants Ukraine’s president to deal directly with his lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuliani.

 A moment later, Mr. Trump asks for an inquiry into Joseph R. Biden Jr. and his son.

Ukraine’s leader, Volodymyr Zelensky, promises to do what Mr. Trump is asking.

Part of the reconstructed record of Mr. Trump’s telephone call with Mr. Zelensky on July 25.

Continued on Page A13

WASHINGTON — The intelli-
gence officer who filed a whistle-
blower complaint about President
Trump’s interactions with the
leader of Ukraine raised alarms
not only about what the two men
said in a phone call, but also about
how the White House handled
records of the conversation, ac-
cording to two people briefed on
the complaint.

The whistle-blower, moreover,
identified multiple White House
officials as witnesses to potential
presidential misconduct who
could corroborate the complaint,
the people said — adding that the
inspector general for the intelli-
gence community, Michael Atkin-
son, interviewed witnesses.

Mr. Atkinson eventually con-
cluded that there was reason to
believe that the president might
have illegally solicited a foreign
campaign contribution — and that
his potential misconduct created a
national security risk, according
to a newly disclosed Justice De-
partment memo.

An early portrait of the intelli-
gence officer began to take shape
on Wednesday as the White
House released a rough log of a
July 25 phone call between Mr.
Trump and President Volodymyr
Zelensky of Ukraine, the latest ex-
traordinary revelation set off by
the whistle-blower’s complaint.

This account is based on inter-
views with the two people and
with lawmakers who were permit-
ted to read the complaint late in
the day, as well as on details re-
vealed in a Justice Department
memo explaining the Trump ad-
ministration’s legal rationale for
withholding the whistle-blower’s
allegations from Congress before
Mr. Trump relented this week. The
White House did not respond to a
request for comment.

Mr. Atkinson also found reason
to believe that the whistle-blower
might not support the re-election
of Mr. Trump and made clear that
the complainant was not in a posi-
tion to directly listen to the call or
see the memo that reconstructed
it before it was made public, ac-
cording to the Justice Department
memo, which referred only to a
single phone call between Mr. 

Witnesses Bolster
Whistle-Blower

Complaint

This article is by Charlie Savage,
Michael S. Schmidt and Julian E.
Barnes.

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — Climate
change is heating the oceans and
altering their chemistry so dra-
matically that it is threatening
seafood supplies, fueling cyclones
and floods and posing profound
risks to the hundreds of millions of
people living along the coasts, ac-
cording to a sweeping United Na-
tions report issued Wednesday.

The report concludes that the
world’s oceans and ice sheets are
under such severe stress that the

fallout could prove difficult for hu-
mans to contain without steep re-
ductions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Fish populations are al-
ready declining in many regions
as warming waters throw marine
ecosystems into disarray, accord-
ing to the report by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change, a group of scientists con-

vened by the United Nations to
guide world leaders in policymak-
ing.

“The oceans are sending us so
many warning signals that we
need to get emissions under con-
trol,” said Hans-Otto Pörtner, a
marine biologist at the Alfred We-
gener Institute in Germany and a
lead author of the report. “Ecosys-
tems are changing, food webs are
changing, fish stocks are chang-
ing, and this turmoil is affecting
humans.”

Hotter ocean temperatures, 

Warming Poses Grave Danger to World’s Oceans

By BRAD PLUMER U.N. Report Warns of
an Array of Threats

Continued on Page A9

The vaping powerhouse Juul
Labs replaced its chief executive
with a veteran of Big Tobacco on
Wednesday, deepening the com-
pany’s turmoil and raising doubts
about the very future of the e-ciga-
rette industry.

The sudden announcement
capped a relentless cascade of
events that has called into ques-
tion the safety of devices once
billed as a promising alternative
to cigarettes, one of the world’s

leading preventable causes of
death. Now, Juul is looking to that
very industry for its survival as it
faces a federal criminal inquiry,
new bans on some of its products,
and an onslaught of state and fed-
eral regulatory investigations into
its marketing practices.

Early Wednesday morning, af-
ter frantic days of internal meet-

ings, the company announced that
its current chief executive, Kevin
Burns, would resign as chief exec-
utive. His chosen replacement is
K. C. Crosthwaite, a top official at
Altria, the cigarette giant that
bought a 35-percent share in Juul
for $12.8 billion last December and
has seen the company it invested
in rocked by growing crisis.

In another sign of regulatory
and business uncertainty, Altria
and Philip Morris International
said on Wednesday that they had
ended talks to merge, dashing the 

Besieged Juul Grabs a Lifeline From Big Tobacco
This article is by Sheila Kaplan,

Matt Richtel and Julie Creswell.
A New Leader Is Skilled

at Damage Control

Continued on Page A20

WASHINGTON — It was not a
country that would naturally have
seemed high on the priority list of
a president who came to office rel-
ishing a trade clash with China,
promising to reorder the Middle
East and haranguing European
allies to spend more on NATO.

But for President Trump,
Ukraine has been an obsession
since the 2016 campaign.

Long before the July 25 call with
the new Ukrainian president that
helped spur the formal start of im-
peachment proceedings against
him in the House, Mr. Trump fret-
ted and fulminated about the for-
mer Soviet state, angry over what
he sees as Ukraine’s role in the ori-
gins of the investigations into Rus-
sian influence on his 2016 cam-
paign.

His fixation was only intensi-

fied by his hope that he could em-
ploy the Ukrainian government to
undermine his most prominent
potential Democratic rival in
2020, former Vice President Jo-
seph R. Biden Jr.

His personal lawyer, Rudolph
W. Giuliani, has undertaken a
nearly yearlong, free-ranging ef-
fort to unearth information help-
ful to Mr. Trump and harmful to
Mr. Biden.

And Mr. Trump has put the pow-
ers of his office behind his agenda:
He has dispatched Vice President
Mike Pence and top administra-
tion officials with thinly veiled
messages about heeding his de-
mands about confronting corrup-
tion, which Ukrainian and former
American officials say is under-
stood as code for the Bidens and
Ukrainians who released damag-
ing information about the Trump
campaign in 2016. This summer 

How a Fixation on an Ally Led
To a Crisis for the White House

This article is by Kenneth P. Vogel,
Julian E. Barnes, Maggie Ha-
berman and Sharon LaFraniere.
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DAVENPORT, Iowa — Kristy
Schneeberger, a Democrat in east-
ern Iowa, said it was about time
that Democrats in Congress
moved to impeach President
Trump. “No one is above the law,”
she said.

But for Ms. Schneeberger and
many other Democratic voters
around the country, the prospect
of an explosive impeachment bat-

tle in Washington also left them
nervous. They worried that im-
peachment could easily backfire
on Democrats, galvanizing Mr.
Trump’s supporters in next year’s
elections and drowning out peo-
ple’s concerns about health care,
immigration and the economy.

Gun control is a top priority for
Ms. Schneeberger, 60, because
her four adult children, ages 26 to
37, are teachers worried about
their students’ safety. But now,
she said, “I think it’s just getting
sidelined again.”

While politicians in Washington
crowded microphones on
Wednesday to condemn or defend
Mr. Trump and the prospect of im-
peachment, more than two dozen
voters across the country were by
turns elated and wary, unsure and
already exhausted, at the idea of
an impeachment inquiry that may
consume the nation for months.

Republican supporters of Mr.
Trump, as well as some moder-
ates who had crossed over to vote
for him in 2016, were generally un-
moved by the possibility that Mr.

Trump committed impeachable
crimes. The new impeachment in-
quiry led by House Democratic
leaders, they said, was just one
more overblown political crisis
that Mr. Trump could weather and
use to rally his base in 2020.

“I think it is an absolute joke,”
said Reggie Dickerson, 54, a pipe
fitter and timber worker who lives
in eastern Kentucky.

Mr. Dickerson and other sup-
porters said they had stuck with
Mr. Trump during the special-

Voters Take Their Corners: Abuse of Power or an ‘Absolute Joke’
This article is by Trip Gabriel,

Jack Healy and Sabrina Tavernise.
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Wildfires have turned the sky blood red
and created respiratory problems for
nearly a million people. PAGE A6
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A ‘Hellish’ Scene in Indonesia
A new film tells the story of the French
fashion celebrity Olivier Rousteing, who
defied the odds to find success. PAGE D1
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A Designer’s Real Identity
Massive Attack and its leader, Robert
Del Naja, are on tour celebrating the
1998 LP “Mezzanine.” Above, at the
Anthem in Washington. PAGE C2
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Revisiting a Classic Album

His party did not win the Israeli elec-
tion, but the prime minister was invited
to form a unity government. PAGE A10

A Chance for Netanyahu

Caltech is getting a windfall for research
from Stewart and Lynda Resnick, the
billionaire owners of bottled water and
agriculture companies. PAGE A18

NATIONAL A11-20

$750 Million for Climate Study

White supremacists’ symbols, slogans
and memes are seen as signposts in
efforts to combat violence. PAGE A20

Extremist Symbols Scrutinized

Two white girls, ages 10 and 11, are
charged with harassing and assaulting
a 10-year-old black girl. PAGE A22

NEW YORK A21-23

Girls in Hate Crime Case
Disney’s Bob Iger discusses the great
family dramas of Hollywood — and why
he, too, is disturbed by Twitter. PAGE D1

Hollywood’s Nicest C.E.O.

Work in artificial intelligence is getting
costlier, leaving few people able to
access the computing firepower neces-
sary to develop the technology. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-8

Priced Out of A.I. Research

Gail Collins PAGE 27

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27

With the Mets eliminated from postsea-
son contention, attention turns to the
fate of Mickey Callaway, the team’s
frequently criticized manager. PAGE B9

SPORTSTHURSDAY B9-11

Mets Out, Manager in Limbo

Late Edition
Today, sunshine mixing with clouds,
showers late, very warm, high 82.
Tonight, clear to partly cloudy, low
60. Tomorrow, mostly sunny, high
76. Weather map is on Page B12.
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Officials in the White House perceived an abuse of power.

‘The White House officials who told me this information were deeply disturbed
by what had transpired in the phone call. They told me that there was already a
“discussion ongoing” with White House lawyers about how to treat the call.’

They worked to keep the call with Ukraine’s president a secret.

‘I learned from multiple U.S. officials that senior White House officials had
intervened to “lock down” all records of the phone call, especially the official
word-for-word transcript of the call that was produced — as is customary —
by the White House Situation Room.’

Rudolph W. Giuliani’s outreach was viewed as a security threat.

‘I heard from multiple U.S. officials that they were deeply concerned by what
they viewed as Mr. Giuliani’s circumvention of national security decisionmaking
processes to engage with Ukrainian officials and relay messages back and forth
between Kyiv and the President.’

It appeared that the president was using foreign aid as leverage.

‘It was also “made clear” to them that the President did not want to meet with
Mr. Zelenskyy until he saw how Zelenskyy “chose to act” in office.’

‘On 18 July, an Office of Management and Budget (OMB) official informed
Departments and Agencies that the President “earlier that month” had issued
instructions to suspend all U.S. security assistance to Ukraine. Neither OMB
nor the NSC staff knew why this instruction had been issued.’

Concerns were raised about the role of the U.S. attorney general.

‘I have received information from multiple U.S. Government officials that the
President of the United States is using the power of his office to solicit
interference from a foreign country in the 2020 U.S. election. This interference
includes, among other things, pressuring a foreign country to investigate one of
the President’s main domestic political rivals. The President’s personal lawyer,
Mr. Rudolph Giuliani, is a central figure in this effort. Attorney General Barr
appears to be involved as well.’

Despite a suggestion of bias, the complaint was found credible.

‘Further, although the ICIG’s preliminary review identified some indicia of an
arguable political bias on the part of the Complainant in favor of a rival political
candidate, such evidence did not change my determination that the complaint
relating to the urgent concern “appears credible,” particularly given the other
information the ICIG obtained during its preliminary review.’

FROM THE WHISTLE-BLOWER’S COMPLAINT

For the complete text of the complaint, with analysis by Times reporters, turn to Pages A24-25.

FROM THE INSPECTOR GENERAL’S LETTER

WASHINGTON — Senior
White House officials tried to
“lock down” a record of President
Trump’s call with the leader of
Ukraine in an attempted cover-up
of Mr. Trump’s efforts to compel
an investigation of a Democratic
rival, a whistle-blower alleged in
an explosive complaint released
Thursday.

The whistle-blower — a C.I.A.
officer who once worked at the
White House — said in the com-
plaint that White House officials
moved a transcript of the July 25
call with the Ukrainian leader,
Volodymyr Zelensky, onto a se-

cure, classified system in order to
conceal actions by Mr. Trump that
officials in his administration
found “deeply disturbing.”

In the complaint, the officer
added details to what a recon-
structed transcript of the call re-
vealed about the interaction be-
tween the two leaders, asserting
that government officials, includ-
ing some at the White House, be-
lieved Mr. Trump had abused his
power for personal political gain
by pressuring Mr. Zelensky to in-
vestigate former Vice President
Joseph R. Biden Jr. and his son
Hunter Biden.

The whistle-blower said diplo-
mats were outraged by the activi-
ties of the president’s personal
lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuliani, in
trying to persuade Ukrainian offi-

COMPLAINT ASSERTS A WHITE HOUSE COVER-UP
Describing Effort

to ‘Lock Down’
Call Records

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR

Continued on Page A17

President Trump said he was
battling “another witch hunt.”

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Trump told staff
members at the United States
Mission to the United Nations on
Thursday that he wants to know
who provided information to a
whistle-blower about his phone
call with the president of Ukraine,
saying that whoever did so was
“close to a spy” and that “in the old
days” spies were dealt with differ-
ently.

The comment stunned people in
the audience, according to a per-
son briefed on what took place and
a partial audio recording of Mr.
Trump’s remarks. Mr. Trump
made the statement several min-
utes into his remarks before the
group of about 50 mission employ-
ees and their families. At the out-
set, he condemned former Vice
President Joseph R. Biden Jr.’s
role in Ukraine at a time when his
son Hunter Biden was on the
board of a Ukrainian energy com-
pany.

Mr. Trump repeatedly referred
to the whistle-blower and con-
demned the news media as
“crooked” for reporting on an ex-
plosive complaint by the whistle-
blower. The president then said
the whistle-blower never heard
the call in question.

“I want to know who’s the per-
son who gave the whistle-blower
the information because that’s
close to a spy,” Mr. Trump said.
“You know what we used to do in
the old days when we were smart
with spies and treason, right? We
used to handle it a little differently
than we do now.”

The president’s comments were
a broadside against an intelli-
gence whistle-blower law that
shields intelligence officials from
reprisal — like losing their securi-
ty clearance or being demoted or
fired — as long as they follow a
certain process for bringing alle-
gations of wrongdoing to the at-
tention of oversight authorities.

The Democratic chairmen of
the House Foreign Affairs, Intelli-
gence, and Oversight and Reform
Committees, who are seeking tes-
timony from the whistle-blower,
called the president’s remarks
“reprehensible witness intimida-
tion.” The White House did not im-
mediately respond to a request for
comment.

The whistle-blower’s com-
plaint, which was made public
Thursday morning, contained in-
formation about the call gathered 

Continued on Page A17

President Likens
Inside Sources

to ‘Spies’

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
and KATIE ROGERS

This was supposed to be the
year when America’s biggest
start-ups would finally make their
triumphant debut on the stock
market.

Billionaire Silicon Valley invest-
ors, sneaker-clad founders and
button-down bankers all expected
enormous stock sales to turn com-
panies like Uber, Lyft and We-
Work into a new generation of cor-
porate giants.

It hasn’t quite turned out that
way. Last week, WeWork post-
poned its planned initial public of-
fering. Uber and Lyft sold shares
earlier this year only to see their
prices collapse. Investors took a
look and backed away, seeing
overpriced companies with no
prospect of making money any
time soon, in some cases led by
untested executives.

The rejection threatens Silicon
Valley’s favored approach to
building companies. The formula
relies on money from venture cap-

italists to paper over losses with
the expectation that Wall Street
investors will eventually buy
shares and make everybody rich.
If mutual funds and pension funds
are no longer willing to buy once
the companies go public, fledgling
companies are unlikely to find
funding in the first place.

“When the I.P.O. market is hurt-
ing, it has a domino effect on valu-
ations and venture capital deals,”
said Steven N. Kaplan, a professor
of finance and entrepreneurship
at the University of Chicago. If it
persists, that could make it harder
for start-ups to raise money, he
said.

Much of the recent concern has
been directed at WeWork, a
shared office space company
based in New York. As it began to
approach stock market investors,
the company revealed losses of
$1.37 billion in the first half of 2019.
Investors also questioned finan-
cial dealings of WeWork’s chief ex-
ecutive, Adam Neumann, and the
company’s accounting.

‘A Tough Time to Go Public’:
Wall Street Balks at Start-Ups

This article is by Matt Phillips,
Stephen Grocer and Erin Griffith.

Continued on Page A15

CAIRO — The plainclothes se-
curity men stood every few yards
along the bridge over the Nile, T-
shirts tight across their muscled
chests, guns at their hips, stop-
ping young men to ask for identifi-
cation and look through their
phones. They were delivering a
message that did not need to be
spoken aloud.

Since a handful of surprise pro-
tests against President Abdel Fat-
tah el-Sisi flared around Egypt
last weekend, the largest since he
came to power in 2014, the govern-
ment has tightened its grip, ar-
resting nearly 2,000 Egyptians,
packing Cairo and other protest
hot spots with security personnel
and blocking news websites.

It is a crackdown harsh even by
the standards of the Sisi era, when
Egyptian jails have swollen with
his political opponents, elections
are predetermined and the oppo-
sition has been all but silenced,
making shows of dissent ex-
tremely rare.

But no one knows if it will be

enough to deter a second round of
demonstrations that the protests’
original instigator, a self-pro-
claimed whistle-blower living in
exile, has called for Friday.

“I just couldn’t help myself. I
had to protest, I had to let out my

anger,” said Mostafa, 20, a student
who attended the protest in Cairo
last Friday and, like most of those
interviewed, declined to give his
full name for fear of being ar-
rested. “I’m sick of living in a fas-
cist state, of being repressed polit-

ically and economically. These
were supposed to be the best
years of my life.”

But he planned to stay away
from any protests this Friday and
was urging people he knew to do 

In an Egypt on Edge, Protesters Long for Change but Fear It, Too
By VIVIAN YEE

and NADA RASHWAN

Surprise protests in Cairo last weekend called for the removal of President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.
NARIMAN EL-MOFTY/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Continued on Page A12

WASHINGTON — No one
bothered to put special limits on
the number of people allowed to
sit in the “listening room” in the
White House to monitor the phone
call because it was expected to be
routine. By the time the call was
over 30 minutes later, it quickly
became clear that it was anything
but.

Soon after President Trump put
the phone down that summer day,
the red flags began to go up.
Rather than just one head of state
offering another pro forma con-
gratulations for recent elections,
the call turned into a bid by Mr.
Trump to press a Ukrainian leader
in need of additional American aid
to “do us a favor” and investigate
Democrats.

The alarm among officials who
heard the exchange led to an ex-
traordinary effort to keep too
many more people from learning
about it. In the days to come, ac-
cording to a whistle-blower com-
plaint released on Thursday,
White House officials embarked
on a campaign to “lock down” the
record of the call, removing it from
the usual electronic file and hiding
it away in a separate system nor-
mally used for classified informa-
tion.

But word began to spread any-
way, kicking off a succession of
events that would eventually re-
veal details of the call to the public
and has now put Mr. Trump at risk
of being impeached by a Demo-
crat-led House for abusing his
power and betraying his office.
The story of the past two months
is one of a White House scram-
bling to keep secrets to protect a
president willing to cross lines
others would not, only to find the
very government he frequently
disparages expose him.

“The White House officials who
told me this information were
deeply disturbed by what had
transpired in the phone call,” the
whistle-blower, a C.I.A. official
who once worked at the White
House, wrote in his complaint,
which was declassified and made
public by the House Intelligence
Committee.

“They told me,” he added, “that
there was already a ‘discussion
ongoing’ with White House law-
yers about how to treat the call be-
cause of the likelihood, in the offi-
cials’ retelling, that they had wit-
nessed the president abuse his of-
fice for personal gain.”

Continued on Page A19

As Talk Went On,
Alarmed Aides

Saw Trouble

By PETER BAKER

The case of the disappearance of 43
students has become a symbol of the
nation’s broken rule of law. PAGE A8

INTERNATIONAL A4-13

5 Years of Searching in Mexico
Jacques Chirac, a dominant leader
across three decades and an advocate
of European unity, was 86. PAGE B14

OBITUARIES B13-16

Former President of France

The president approved a limit of 18,000
people who can be admitted in the next
12 months, down from 30,000. The cap
was 110,000 in 2016. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A14-25

Refugee Cap Cut by Nearly Half
A federal review said Boeing had failed
to account for how a misfire of an auto-
mated system could lead to other prob-
lems for pilots of the 737 Max. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-8

Cockpit Chaos Underestimated
The New York Film Festival includes
the latest from Martin Scorsese, Pedro
Almodóvar and others. PAGE C1

WEEKEND ARTS C1-24

17 Days of Movies

The German authorities are holding a
man in the killing of a former Chechen
separatist, but he’s not talking. PAGE A4

Name of Suspect Eludes Berlin

The University of Alabama is facing a
reckoning after a black dean resigned
when his old tweets surfaced. PAGE A14

‘Show Us You Are Not Racist’

Harvey Weinstein’s legal team says a
lawyer for one of his accusers gave a
police sergeant the $2,000 gift. PAGE A29

NEW YORK A26, 29

Yankees Tickets in Play

The conglomerate’s disappointing in-
vestments in young companies raise
questions about its choices. PAGE B1

SoftBank’s Losing Bets

Teams must now verify a player’s height
and age, ending a tradition in which size
is a matter of opinion. PAGE B9

SPORTSFRIDAY B9-12

No More N.B.A. Tall Tales
Plato Cacheris took on high-profile
clients like Monica Lewinsky and Ed-
ward J. Snowden. He was 90. PAGE B13

Washington ‘Super Lawyer’

Roberta Smith reviews a Met Breuer
show that features Vija Celmins’s paint-
ings, drawings and sculptures. PAGE C15

A Ravishing Retrospective

David Brooks PAGE A31

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31

Late Edition
Today, sunshine and patchy clouds,
not as warm, high 75. Tonight, partly
cloudy, low 62. Tomorrow, partly
sunny, warmer, more humid, high
82. Weather map is on Page A28.
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WASHINGTON — For more
than two years, President Trump
has repeatedly attacked the Rus-
sia investigation, portraying it as
a hoax and illegal even months af-
ter the special counsel closed it.
Now, Mr. Trump’s own Justice De-
partment has opened a criminal
investigation into how it all began.

Justice Department officials
have shifted an administrative re-
view of the Russia investigation
closely overseen by Attorney
General William P. Barr to a crimi-
nal inquiry, according to two peo-
ple familiar with the matter. The
move gives the prosecutor run-
ning it, John H. Durham, the

power to subpoena for witness
testimony and documents, to con-
vene a grand jury and to file crimi-
nal charges.

The opening of a criminal inves-
tigation is likely to raise alarms
that Mr. Trump is using the Jus-
tice Department to go after his
perceived enemies. Mr. Trump
fired James B. Comey, the F.B.I. di-
rector under whose watch agents
opened the Russia inquiry, and
has long assailed other top former
law enforcement and intelligence
officials as partisans who sought
to block his election.

Mr. Trump has made clear that
he sees the typically independent
Justice Department as a tool to be
wielded against his political ene-
mies. That view factors into the
impeachment investigation
against him, as does his long ob-
session with the origins of the
Russia inquiry. House Democrats
are examining in part whether his
pressure on Ukraine to open in-
vestigations into theories about 

BARR REFOCUSES
RUSSIAN INQUIRY
ON OWN AGENCY

OPENS CRIMINAL REVIEW

Fear That Trump Is Using 
Justice Dept. to Chase 

Perceived Enemies

By KATIE BENNER
and ADAM GOLDMAN

John H. Durham
BOB CHILD/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Continued on Page A19

ZOLOTE, Ukraine — Lt. Ivan
Molchanets peeked over a para-
pet of sand bags at the front line of
the war in Ukraine. Next to him
was an empty helmet propped up
to trick snipers, already perfo-
rated with multiple holes.

In other spots, his soldiers stuff
straw into empty uniforms to
make dummies, and put logs on
their shoulders to make it look like
they are carrying American anti-
tank missiles — as a scare tactic.

“This is just the situation here,”
he said, shrugging as he held the
government’s position. “The ene-
my is very close.”

Fought in muddy trenches cut
through hundreds of miles of
farmland, the war in Ukraine has
killed 13,000 people, put a large
part of the country under Russia’s
control and dragged on for five
years almost forgotten by the out-
side world — until it became a
backdrop to the impeachment in-
quiry of President Trump now un-
folding in Washington.

Ukraine, politically disorga-
nized and militarily weak, has re-
lied heavily on the United States
in its struggle with Russian-
backed separatists. But the White
House abruptly suspended nearly
$400 million in military aid to
Ukraine in July and only restored
it last month after a bipartisan up-
roar in Congress.

The impeachment inquiry
hinges on whether Mr. Trump
froze the aid to pressure Ukraine
into investigating his political ri-
vals, especially former Vice Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden Jr., one of the
leading candidates in the 2020
American election.

In closed-door testimony on
Tuesday, the top American diplo-
mat in Ukraine, William B. Taylor
Jr., said Mr. Trump halted the aid
to Ukraine and refused to meet
the country’s leader until he
agreed to investigate Mr. Biden
and his son. Mr. Taylor called the
decision “crazy” because it under-
mined a vital ally, strengthened
Russia’s hand and put Ukrainian
lives in jeopardy — all for the sake
of a political campaign in the
United States.

Ukrainian soldiers here at the
front line were jolted by the sus-
pension, too. While the aid was re-
stored in time to prevent any mili-
tary setbacks, it took a heavy psy-
chological toll, they said, striking
at their confidence that their back-
ers in Washington stood solidly
behind their fight to keep Russia
at bay.

“It was very unpleasant to hear
about this,” Lieutenant
Molchanets said about the halt in
American military assistance. But
with or without allies, he added,
he would continue to fight. “I tell
you that as an infantryman and
commander.”

Ukraine Army
Felt the Strain
Of Halt in Aid

Fighting in Trenches as
Trump Froze Funds

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

Continued on Page A11

ANNA MONEYMAKER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Representative Elijah E. Cummings became the first African-American elected official to lie in state in the Capitol. Page A15.
Farewell to a ‘Master of the House’

Facing down 600 wildfires in
the past three days alone, emer-
gency workers rushed to evacu-
ate tens of thousands of people in
Southern California on Thursday
as a state utility said one of its ma-
jor transmission lines broke near
the source of the out-of-control
Kincade blaze in Northern Califor-
nia.

The Kincade fire, the largest
this week, tore through steep can-
yons in the wine country of north-
ern Sonoma County, racing across
16,000 acres within hours of ignit-

ing. Wind gusts pushed the fire
through forests like blow torches,
leaving firefighters with little op-
portunity to stop or slow down the
walls of flames tromping across
wild lands and across highways
overnight.

And north of Los Angeles,
50,000 people were evacuated as
strong winds swept fires into the
canyons of Santa Clarita, threat-
ening many homes.

Aerial footage of the Kincade
fire showed homes engulfed in
flames propelled by high winds
that could become even stronger
in the coming days. But beyond
the destruction, which appeared
limited on Thursday to several

dozen buildings, hundreds of
thousands of people were af-
fected, both by the fires and a de-
liberate blackout meant to pre-
vent them. Schools and busi-
nesses closed and thousands of
people evacuated their homes.

All this is happening after three
straight years of record-breaking
fires that researchers say are

likely to continue in a warming
world and which raise an impor-
tant question: How to live in an
ecosystem that is primed to burn?

“I think the perception is that
we’re supposed to control them.
But in a lot of cases we cannot,”
said John Abatzoglou, an associ-
ate professor at the University of
Idaho. “And that may allow us to
think a little bit differently about
how we live with fire. We call it
wildfire for reason — it’s not do-
mesticated fire.”

According to the National Cli-
mate Assessment, the govern-
ment report that summarizes
present and future effects of a 

In a Warming World, Fire Becomes a Sword to Fight Wildfires
By THOMAS FULLER

and KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS

The Kincade fire, in Sonoma County near Geyserville, Calif., burned through 10,000 acres within hours of igniting on Wednesday.
JOSH EDELSON/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

Continued on Page A14

Learning How to Live
in an Ecosystem
Primed to Burn

After spending nearly a quar-
ter-century behind bars, John
McMillon was counting down to
the day that he would be eligible to
be released on parole.

“I’m going home,” a fellow in-
mate recalled him saying.

Mr. McMillon had mental ill-
nesses and had had disciplinary
problems over the years. He was
punished for assaulting a guard
and for fighting with another in-
mate, but had then vowed to stay
out of trouble, and was looking for-
ward to his parole hearing.

He never made it there.
One day in January, Mr. McMil-

lon, 67, was involved in a struggle

with guards at the Great Meadow
Correctional Facility in upstate
New York. According to the offi-
cial account, he once again at-
tacked a guard and resisted ef-
forts to control him. He died of a
heart attack, the official autopsy
said.

As far as state investigators
were concerned, the case was
closed.

But several inmates who wit-
nessed the struggle told a much 

Officially, It Was a Heart Attack,
But Inmates Saw a Fatal Beating

By JAN RANSOM

Continued on Page A23

Guards Face Accusation
in an Upstate Prison AUSTIN, Texas — At Austin

Community College, civics is an
unwritten part of the curriculum
— so much so that for years the
school has tapped its own funds to
set up temporary early-voting
sites on nine of its 11 campuses.

No more, however. This spring,
the Texas Legislature outlawed
polling places that did not stay
open for the entire 12-day early-
voting period. When the state’s
elections take place in three
weeks, those nine sites — which
logged many of the nearly 14,000
ballots that full-time students cast
last year — will be shuttered. So
will six campus polling places at

colleges in Fort Worth, two in
Brownsville, on the Mexico bor-
der, and other polling places at
schools statewide.

“It was a beautiful thing, a lot of
people out there in those long
lines,” said Grant Loveless, a 20-
year-old majoring in psychology
and political science who voted
last November at a campus in cen-
tral Austin. “It would hurt a lot of
students if you take those polling
places away.”

As Student Voter Turnout Rises,
So Do Barriers to the Ballot Box

By MICHAEL WINES

Continued on Page A13

Removing Polling Sites
on College Campuses

What the world’s largest regatta lacked
in brisk sailing weather, it made up for
in merriment. Italy Dispatch. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-11

No Wind? No Problem
Knife-edge economics confront the
executives now trying to save the co-
working company. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-7

WeWork’s Uphill Battle
Ahead of Halloween, Fahima Haque
visited creepy attractions like the Ess-
cape Room, above, in Queens. PAGE C10

WEEKEND ARTS C1-24

The Best Places to Get Scared

Teachers unions are asking districts to
hire more counselors and health work-
ers to better support students. PAGE A12

NATIONAL A12-21

Demand for More Teammates
Houston’s assistant general manager,
Brandon Taubman, was fired, and the
team apologized for the inappropriate
comments he directed at three female
reporters in the clubhouse. PAGE B8

SPORTSFRIDAY B8-12

Astros Fire Team Executive

Prime Minister Boris Johnson called for
a Dec. 12 election but needs a two-thirds
vote in Parliament to get it. PAGE A9

New British Election Sought

A trove of fossils in Colorado provides a
view into the world in which our mam-
malian forebears evolved after dino-
saurs were wiped out. PAGE A21

How the World Was Reborn

The $5 billion American Dream mall in
the Meadowlands of New Jersey opens
on Friday. Parts of it, anyway. PAGE B1

Dream or Delusion?

As fallout from the pro-Hong Kong
tweet by Houston’s general manager
rattles around the N.B.A., there has
been mostly silence from the team’s
owner after an initial rebuke. PAGE B8

Rockets Owner Ignores Tweet

Chuck Schumer PAGE A27

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27

A vote this month over one of
New York City’s new, more inclu-
sive monuments became so com-
bative — with audience members
shouting “How dare you!” — that
the acclaimed artist who won the
commission walked away from
the job.

And many Catholics were in-
censed when City Hall omitted
Mother Cabrini, the patron saint
of immigrants, from the first
group of women to be honored by
the new statues, with the actor
Chazz Palminteri calling the may-
or’s wife a “racist.”

A planned Central Park monu-
ment to women’s suffrage, featur-
ing Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Susan B. Anthony, was criticized
for excluding black women. So So-
journer Truth was added to the de-
sign — then more than 20 academ-
ics objected in a letter that the
grouping would be misleading be-
cause the white suffragists’ rheto-
ric “treated black intelligence and
capability in a manner that Truth
opposed.”

New York’s Monument Wars, 
Built on Bronze and Outrage

By ROBIN POGREBIN
and ZACHARY SMALL

At Issue: Who’s Being 
Honored, and How?

Continued on Page A24

SENATE ANXIETY Republicans up
for re-election are trying to avoid
talk of President Trump. PAGE A17

There have been 25 biking fatalities in
the city this year. Dalerjon Shahobiddi-
nov of Brooklyn was one. PAGE A22

NEW YORK A22-24

Boy, 10, Among Cyclists Killed

Late Edition
Today, sunshine and patchy clouds,
rather mild, high 65. Tonight, patchy
clouds, low 52. Tomorrow, parital
sunshine, a bit cooler, high 60.
Weather map appears on Page A28.
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In a deep examination of all President Trump’s more than 11,000 tweets and an analysis of his 66 million followers, The
Times found how he has transformed the social platform into a vital instrument of presidential power. Twitter is a lever
for him to drive policy, a weapon to punish enemies and a megaphone to rally supporters. It is also a dangerous alter-
nate reality in which conspiracy-mongers, extremists and spies can reach the occupant of the Oval Office, who helps

amplify their messages to the world. Twitter could help Mr. Trump win re-election. It also poses greater perils than ever.

SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

The corrupt Mainstream Media is working 
overtime not to mention the infiltration 
of people, Spies (Informants), into 
my campaign! Surveillance much?

8:05 AM ∙ May 31, 2018Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

I have been much tougher on Russia  
than Obama, just look at the facts. Total 
Fake News!

8:38 AM ∙ Feb 20, 2018

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

IT WAS A PERFECT CONVERSATION 
WITH UKRAINE PRESIDENT!

9:25 AM ∙ Sep 27, 2019

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Dow just hit 27,000 for first time EVER!
10:52 AM ∙ Jul 11, 2019

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

A complete Witch Hunt!

1:23 PM ∙ Apr 22, 2018

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

I never asked Comey for Personal 
Loyalty. I hardly even knew this guy. 
Just another of his many lies. His 
memos are self serving and FAKE!

8:32 AM ∙ Apr 15, 2018

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

A complete Witch Hunt!

1:23 PM ∙ Apr 22, 2018

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Dow just hit 27,000 for first time EVER!
10:52 AM ∙ Jul 11, 2019

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Thank you  @foxandfriends - great show!

7:00 AM ∙ Sep 20, 2017

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Thank you  @foxandfriends - great show!

7:00 AM ∙ Sep 20, 2017

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Thank you  @foxandfriends - great show!

7:00 AM ∙ Sep 20, 2017

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

Thank you  @foxandfriends - great show!

7:00 AM ∙ Sep 20, 2017

Donald J. Trump 
@realDonaldTrump

It all begins today! I will see you at 11:00 
A.M. for the swearing-in. THE MOVEMENT 
CONTINUES - THE WORK BEGINS!

7:31 AM ∙ Jan 20, 2017

THE TWITTER PRESIDENCY

PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES; ILLUSTRATION BY THE NEW YORK TIMES
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SANTA ROSA, Calif. — For the
past three years, countries and
companies around the world have
looked to California as a counter-
weight to the Trump administra-
tion’s aggressive dismantling of
efforts to combat climate change.

But this past week, as wildfires
burned across the state — fires
that scientists say have been
made worse by a changing cli-
mate — and as at least five large
carmakers sided with President
Trump’s plan to roll back Califor-
nia’s climate pollution standards,
the state’s status as the vanguard
of environmental policy seemed
at the very least diminished.

The state’s leaders found them-
selves both witnessing firsthand
the effects of climate change and
hamstrung to take actions to fight
it.

“We’re waging war against the
most destructive fires in our
state’s history, and Trump is con-
ducting a full-on assault against
the antidote,” Gov. Gavin Newsom

To Californians, 
Trump’s Policies
Fan the Flames

By THOMAS FULLER
and CORAL DAVENPORT

Continued on Page 21
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TRAVEL

A Taste of Memories in India
Australia and New Zealand are dueling
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About 60 percent of people with
Alzheimer’s or dementia will wander at
some point. A few end up in another
country. PAGE 16
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Wanderers on the Borderline
WeWork has imploded in the last 80
days in astonishing fashion. Its ex-chief,
Adam Neumann, may end up with an
even more astonishing exit package.
How did he manage to fail up? PAGE 1
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Walking Away With $1 Billion
Those people you tried to cancel? They
may have been shunned, but many of
them are hanging out together. It “has
been the greatest thing to ever happen
to me,” one of them said. PAGE 1
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When Public Scorn Backfires

Many of the fires sweeping the Amazon
were started by Brazil’s cattle ranchers
to clear land for more grazing. PAGE 10

Smoke That Smells of Money

The “daylight saving doughnut” in
Arizona is one of the more peculiar
quirks of daylight saving time. PAGE 24

Time Warp on the Reservation

Inside the negotiations with Netflix that
left Hollywood fuming: Select movie
theaters will get the Martin Scorsese
gangster epic for just 26 days before it
starts streaming. PAGE 1

Limited Run for ‘Irishman’

Charlie Warzel PAGE 7
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As the culture wrestles with ideas of
gender, masculinity and wokeness,
men’s magazines find themselves
trapped in an identity crisis. PAGE 2

Bro Bibles Lose Their Gospel
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WASHINGTON — Tyler Wade
was awarded the Purple Heart
while serving in Afghanistan, and
says he is “proud of everything”
he did during his service. He also
believes the conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan were a mistake, as do
a growing number of veterans —
from retired generals to those who
served across the enlisted ranks,
from supporters of President
Trump to “resistance” Democrats.

“All in all, it is a lot of wasted
lives and money and time and ef-
fort spent to accomplish a goal we
never accomplished,” said Mr.
Wade, 31, who was deployed to
Iraq and Afghanistan during his
five years in the Marines and is
now a nursing student in Las Ve-
gas.

Nearly two decades after the at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001, polls show
that a majority of all veterans
have grown disenchanted with
the continuing wars, even if the
national security elite in both par-
ties continues to press for an
American military presence in
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. The
view is in stark contrast to wide-
spread support for the wars
across the military and veterans
community — and the general
population — when President

George W. Bush first sent Ameri-
can troops to Afghanistan and
then Iraq.

The shifting attitudes of so
many who served in the wars help
explain why Mr. Trump has sup-
port among veterans as he brings

troops home and has resisted mili-
tary action against other nations.
There is a slow but steadily in-
creasing alliance of those on the
left and the right on Capitol Hill to
curb what Mr. Trump calls “end-
less wars.”

Among veterans, 64 percent
say the war in Iraq was not worth
fighting, according to a study by
the Pew Research Center, slightly
higher than the 62 percent of civil-

‘Endless Wars’ Complaint Resounds for Veterans
By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

A U.S. combat patrol in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, in
2013. Some veterans think the conflict in that nation was an error.

BRYAN DENTON FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page 22

THEY HELPED. NOW THEY’RE STUCK.

The Trump administration is re-
fusing to take in thousands of
Iraqis who aided the U.S. Page 22.

WASHINGTON — Three
years after President Trump
rode a wave of populist anger
into office, some of his top Demo-
cratic challengers are calling for

a fundamental reor-
dering of American
capitalism, arguing
that voters will
embrace bold plans

to reverse decades of rising
inequality by raising taxes on
corporations and the rich.

The $20.5 trillion proposal for
“Medicare for all” released by
Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts on Friday is the
most prominent example of how
a party that once bet on centrist
economic policies to win elec-
tions is moving toward far more
ambitious efforts to redistribute
wealth and expand the govern-
ment’s role in the economy.

In doing so, Democrats are
trying to push the boundaries of
how much a country can rely on
a sliver of high-end investors and
other wealthy citizens to fund
widely used social programs and
bankroll other services tradition-
ally paid for by individuals.

Ms. Warren, who is leading in
many polls, has proposed a
wealth tax on billionaires, along
with new taxes on corporations
and financial transactions like
selling or buying stocks. Senator
Bernie Sanders of Vermont has
embraced raising taxes on bil-
lionaires and corporations, as
well as on the middle class, to
fund universal health care, free
college, clean energy and other
government programs. Another
Democrat who is climbing in the
polls, Pete Buttigieg, would re-
verse Mr. Trump’s corporate tax
cuts to pay for a less expansive
and expensive health plan and
has also expressed support for
higher taxes on the rich.

Liberal champions of these
proposed shifts say they would
restore economic fairness and
security to millions of Americans
who have fallen behind as the
economy tilted in recent decades
to favor the very rich. Conserva-
tive critics say they would crip-
ple business investment, slow
economic growth and dissuade
future entrepreneurs.

Trillion-Dollar Pledges Cement
Democrats’ Bet on Taxing Rich

By JIM TANKERSLEY

Continued on Page 17

NEWS 
ANALYSIS

CSAKVAR, Hungary — Under
Communism, farmers labored in
the fields that stretch for miles
around this town west of Buda-
pest, reaping wheat and corn for a
government that had stolen their
land.

Today, their children toil for new
overlords, a group of oligarchs
and political patrons who have an-
nexed the land through opaque
deals with the Hungarian govern-
ment. They have created a mod-
ern twist on a feudal system, giv-
ing jobs and aid to the compliant,
and punishing the mutinous.

These land barons, as it turns
out, are financed and emboldened
by the European Union.

Every year, the 28-country bloc
pays out $65 billion in farm subsi-
dies intended to support farmers
around the Continent and keep ru-
ral communities alive. But across
Hungary and much of Central and
Eastern Europe, the bulk goes to a
connected and powerful few. The
prime minister of the Czech Re-
public collected tens of millions of
dollars in subsidies just last year.
Subsidies have underwritten Ma-
fia-style land grabs in Slovakia
and Bulgaria.

Europe’s farm program, a sys-
tem that was instrumental in
forming the European Union, is
now being exploited by the same
antidemocratic forces that threat-
en the bloc from within. This is be-
cause governments in Central and
Eastern Europe, several led by
populists, have wide latitude in
how the subsidies, funded by tax-
payers across Europe, are distrib-
uted — even as the entire system
is shrouded in secrecy.

A New York Times investiga-
tion, conducted in nine countries
for much of 2019, uncovered a sub-
sidy system that is deliberately
opaque, grossly undermines the
European Union’s environmental
goals and is warped by corruption
and self-dealing.

Europe’s machinery in Brussels
enables this rough-hewed corrup-
tion because confronting it would
mean changing a program that
helps hold a precarious union to-
gether. European leaders dis-
agree about many things, but they
all count on generous subsidies
and wide discretion in spending
them. Bucking that system to rein

in abuses in newer member states
would disrupt political and eco-
nomic fortunes across the Conti-
nent.

This is why, with the farm bill up
for renewal this year, the focus in
Brussels isn’t on rooting out cor-
ruption or tightening controls. In-
stead, lawmakers are moving to
give national leaders more au-
thority on how they spend money
— over the objections of internal
auditors.

The program is the biggest item
in the European Union’s central
budget, accounting for 40 percent
of expenditures. It’s one of the
largest subsidy programs in the
world.

Yet some lawmakers in Brus-
sels who write and vote on farm

policy admit they often have no
idea where the money goes.

One place it goes is here in Fejer
County, home to Hungary’s popu-
list prime minister, Viktor Orban.
An icon to Europe’s far right and a
harsh critic of Brussels and Euro-
pean elites, Mr. Orban is happy to
accept European Union money.
The Times investigation found
that he uses European subsidies
as a patronage system that en-
riches his friends and family, pro-
tects his political interests and
punishes his rivals.

Mr. Orban’s government has
auctioned off thousands of acres
of state land to his family mem-
bers and close associates, includ-
ing one childhood friend who has 

Populist Politicians Exploit
E.U. Aid, Reaping Millions

Brazen Abuse of Farm Program Subsidizes
Land Deals That Enrich Cronies

This article is by Selam Gebreki-
dan, Matt Apuzzo and Benjamin
Novak.

Continued on Page 12

Ferenc Horvath, whose tiny
plot abuts land now owned by
a friend of Hungary’s leader.
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How the director Greta Gerwig shook
the snow globe that is “Little Women.”

ARTS & LEISURE

Holiday Movies Section

Late Edition

VOL. CLXIX . . No. 58,500 © 2019  The New York Times Company NEW YORK, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019

Mongolian Groom was euthanized after
sustaining an injury down the stretch in
the Breeders’ Cup Classic. PAGE 1

SPORTSSUNDAY

Another Death at Santa Anita

Today, sunny to partly cloudy,
breezy, chilly, high 52. Tonight, clear,
cold, low 39. Tomorrow, mostly
sunny, another chilly day, high 54.
Details, SportsSunday, Page 8.
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WASHINGTON — William B.
Taylor Jr. was the witness that
Democrats had hoped Robert S.
Mueller III would be but was not
— the image, at least, of a wise,
fatherly figure with Kevlar credi-
bility expressing restrained but
unmistakable disapproval of
what he found when he turned
over the rock.

House Democrats led off their
highly anticipated impeachment
hearings on Wednesday with a
figure projecting probity, a com-
bat veteran turned career diplo-

mat who narrated with a deep
baritone voice reminiscent of
Walter Cronkite’s what he saw as
the corruption of American for-
eign policy to advance President
Trump’s personal political inter-
ests.

It was not clear that minds
were changed. Certainly they
were not inside the room, and
most likely not elsewhere on

Capitol Hill, where Republicans
and Democrats were locked into
their positions long ago. Nor
were there any immediate signs
that the hearing penetrated the
general public. While major
television networks broke into
regular programming to carry it
live, there was little sense of a
riveted country putting every-
thing aside to watch à la Water-
gate.

But whether voters were
watching, history certainly was.
Over the course of five hours of
relatively sober testimony, inter-
rupted by fewer partisan histri-

Witnesses Embody the Power of the Moment

By PETER BAKER Diplomats Who Have a
Lifetime of Service

NEWS ANALYSIS

Continued on Page A19

EVANSTON, Ill. — Jeff Ses-
sions, President Trump’s former
attorney general, was speaking to
a packed lecture hall on North-
western University’s campus last
week, but the real action was un-
folding offstage.

Student protesters were push-
ing through a back door of the
building. The police confronted
them and tried, unsuccessfully, to
block their entrance. Colin Boyle,
a student photographer for The
Daily Northwestern, the campus
newspaper, captured it all.

After the event, Ying Dai, one of
the students, saw a photo of her-
self on his Twitter feed —
sprawled painfully on the floor —
and addressed him directly.

“Colin please can we stop this
trauma porn,” she wrote on Twit-
ter. “I was on the ground being
shoved and pushed hard by the
police. You don’t have to intervene
but you also didn’t have to put a

camera in front of me top down.”
By the end of the night, Mr.

Boyle had deleted the picture, and
not long after, editors at The Daily
Northwestern published a state-
ment apologizing for their journal-
ists having posted photographs of
protesters on social media, and for
using the school directory to at-
tempt to contact students.

The newspaper’s response set
off a national firestorm this week.
Prominent professional journal-
ists derided the apology and
weighed in to note, often incredu-
lously, that the Northwestern
journalists had been doing some
of the most basic, standard work
that reporters have always done
— watching public events, inter-
viewing people and describing
what they saw.

“The Daily had an obligation to
capture the event, both for the
benefit of its current audience as
well as for posterity,” Charles
Whitaker, dean of Northwestern’s
highly acclaimed Medill journal-

Campus Clashes Pit the Views
Of Activists vs. Journalism 101

This article is by Julie Bosman,
Mitch Smith and Kate Taylor.

Continued on Page A15
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Hong Kong Baptist University on Wednesday. Clashes between protesters and the police moved to
the city’s universities as the unspoken rule of campuses being off limits was broken. Page A4.

From Sanctuaries to Citadels

Nearly 35,000 people in the
United States are dying each year
from drug-resistant infections,
public health officials said on
Wednesday, an alarming problem
that New York State underscored
by revealing that it had found one
particularly new and virulent fun-
gus in 64 hospitals and 103 nurs-
ing homes.

The numbers show just how
widespread drug resistant infec-
tions have become, with the latest
projection of deaths in America
double previous estimates.

“A lot of progress has been
made but the bottom line is that
antimicrobial resistance is worse
than we previously thought,” said
Michael Craig, the senior adviser
on antibiotic resistance for the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which released the 

More Are Dying 
From Infections 
That Foil Drugs

By MATT RICHTEL
and ANDREW JACOBS

Continued on Page A13

WASHINGTON — After so
much noise, a formal feeling fell
upon the Capitol. The civil ser-
vants had entered the room.

In a sense, seriousness itself
stood trial on Wednesday as
William B. Taylor Jr., the top
American diplomat in Ukraine,
and George P. Kent, a top State De-
partment official, strode into the
velvet-draped hearing room just
after 10 a.m. They wore stern
stares and were seemingly oblivi-
ous to the discord that brought
them there.

If they were annoyed about be-
ing lumped among the “unelected
bureaucrats” or “deep-state oper-
ators” by the president’s defend-
ers, or “human scum” by the pres-
ident himself, it did not show.
Cameras clacked and commotion
swirled as they held up their
hands.

The swearing-in photo flurry
that followed is a staple of momen-
tous Washington hearings. But
this was also a resolute state-
ment: The witnesses had come to 

A Return of Old Washington
In Defiance of a Raucous Era

By MARK LEIBOVICH

Continued on Page A19

Bolivia’s interim leader sought normalcy
as the ousted president, Evo Morales,
above, protested in Mexico. PAGE A11
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A Millennial Green Mania

WASHINGTON — The House
of Representatives opened his-
toric impeachment hearings on
Wednesday and took startling
new testimony from a senior
American diplomat that further
implicated President Trump in a
campaign to pressure Ukraine to
publicly commit to investigating
former Vice President Joseph R.
Biden Jr.

In a nationally televised hear-
ing from a stately committee room
across from the Capitol, William
B. Taylor Jr., the top American
diplomat in Ukraine, brought to
life Democrats’ allegations that
Mr. Trump had abused his office
by trying to enlist a foreign power
to help him in an election.

Mr. Taylor testified to the House
Intelligence Committee that he
learned only recently of a July
telephone call overheard by one of
his aides in which the president
was preoccupied with Ukraine’s
willingness to say it would look
into Mr. Biden and work by his son
Hunter Biden for a Ukrainian en-
ergy firm. Immediately after-
ward, Mr. Taylor said, the aide had
been informed that Mr. Trump
cared more about “investigations
of Biden” than he did about
Ukraine.

A powerful witness for Demo-
crats, Mr. Taylor appeared as Con-
gress embarked on the third set of
presidential impeachment hear-
ings in modern times. Forceful,
detailed and unflappable in the
face of Republican taunts, the vet-
eran diplomat delivered a remark-
able rebuke of the actions taken
by the president and his allies in-
side and outside of the govern-
ment who placed Mr. Trump’s po-
litical objectives at the center of
American policy toward Ukraine.

“Security was so important for
Ukraine, as well as our own na-
tional interests,” Mr. Taylor testi-
fied, describing his growing sense
of alarm at learning that $391 mil-
lion in vital military aid for the for-
mer Soviet republic had been held
up. “To withhold that assistance
for no good reason other than help
with a political campaign made no
sense. It was counterproductive
to all of what we had been trying to
do. It was illogical. It could not be
explained. It was crazy.”

The proceedings pushed into
the public gaze an epic impeach-
ment clash between Mr. Trump,
his Republican allies and Demo-
crats that has shifted into high 

ENVOYS REVEAL SCOPE OF TRUMP UKRAINE PUSH

ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Testimony Cites a
‘Highly Irregular’

Policy Channel

‘The member of my staff asked Ambassador Sondland what President Trump thought about Ukraine.
Ambassador Sondland responded that President Trump cares more about the investigations of Biden.’

WILLIAM B. TAYLOR JR., center, the top American diplomat in Ukraine

By NICHOLAS FANDOS
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR
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clouds, high 46. Tonight, patchy, pe-
riodic clouds, low 37. Tomorrow,
mostly sunny skies, high 52.
Weather map appears on Page B12.
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Where Is My Family?
This document, obtained by The New York Times, advised Chinese officials in the Xinjiang region what 
to tell students whose parents had been detained in camps built to indoctrinate Muslim minorities. To 
protect the source’s anonymity, The Times recreated this page to eliminate any identifying markings.

Detainees are called “concen-
trated education and training 
school students,” one of  
several euphemisms the 
Chinese government uses.

Family members sent away 
“have come under different 
degrees of harmful  
influence in religious 
extremism and violent 
terrorist thoughts,” the 
document says.

“You have nothing to 
worry about” — the food is 
high-quality, and tuition is 
free, the document says. 
Former detainees say 
facilities are sometimes 
overcrowded and unsanitary, 
and food can be withheld as 
punishment.

Question No. 1: Where is 
my family?

Question No. 2: Why are 
my relatives required to be 
in these schools?

HONG KONG — The students booked their
tickets home at the end of the semester, hoping
for a relaxing break after exams and a summer of
happy reunions with family in China’s far west.

Instead, they would soon be told that their
parents were gone, relatives had vanished and
neighbors were missing — all of them locked up
in an expanding network of detention camps
built to hold Muslim ethnic minorities.

The authorities in the Xinjiang region wor-
ried the situation was a powder keg. And so they
prepared.

The leadership distributed a classified direc-
tive advising local officials to corner returning
students as soon as they arrived and keep them
quiet. It included a chillingly bureaucratic guide

for how to handle their anguished questions, be-
ginning with the most obvious: Where is my
family?

“They’re in a training school set up by the
government,” the prescribed answer began. If
pressed, officials were to tell students that their
relatives were not criminals — yet could not
leave these “schools.”

The question-and-answer script also includ-
ed a barely concealed threat: Students were to
be told that their behavior could either shorten
or extend the detention of their relatives.

“I’m sure that you will support them, be-
cause this is for their own good,” officials were
advised to say, “and also for your own good.”

The directive was among 403 pages of inter-
nal documents that have been shared with The 

‘Show Absolutely No Mercy’:
Inside China’s Mass Detentions

Leaked documents
reveal how Xi

and other leaders
have secretly waged

a ‘people’s war’
to round up

Muslim minorities
in Xinjiang.

By AUSTIN RAMZY
and CHRIS BUCKLEY
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NEWTON, Mass. — When she
was brought before a court this
spring, charged with the federal
crime of obstruction of justice,
Judge Shelley Joseph did not look
like a rebel.

Her face was tear-streaked, and
bore an expression of helpless dis-
may, as if she were struggling to
take in the upside-down world in
which she was the defendant.

In April, she and a court officer,
Wesley MacGregor, were accused
of allowing an immigrant to evade
detention by arranging for him to
sneak out the back door of a court-
house.

The federal prosecutor in Bos-
ton took the highly unusual step of
charging the judge with obstruc-
tion of justice, setting off a debate
over whether and how states can
refrain from carrying out Presi-
dent Trump’s immigration policy.

Massachusetts has been at the
forefront of the sanctuary city

movement, passing a series of le-
gal rulings that constrain Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment from detaining immigrants
in courthouses.

The judge’s
supporters say
she is no cru-
sader, but an in-
experienced
judge who
stumbled into a
bitterly con-
tested area of
the law. They
warn that if the
case goes forward, it will open the
door for prosecution of other
judges, undercutting their inde-
pendence, as the country grapples
with its deep divisions over immi-
gration.

Judge Joseph has refused a plea
deal that would have allowed her
to avoid prosecution if she admit-

Man Flees ICE, and His Judge
Faces a Trial and Time in Jail

By ELLEN BARRY

Continued on Page 20

Judge Joseph

MARSHALL, Texas — One
evening last spring, a retired doc-
tor named James Harris carried a
pickle jar filled with bright red
Jell-O to Marshall’s school board
meeting.

He shook it up so the Jell-O
sloshed against the glass, a repre-
sentation, he told the school board
members, of what happens to the
brain during a hard hit in football
and what can happen to those who
are allowed to play the sport at a
young age.

“The brain is like this Jell-O in
the bottle,” he told them. “When
the head hits the ground, it hits
front and back, and swishes,
twists, sloshes and stretches in-
side the skull.”

It was a dramatic presentation.
It was also futile.

The board listened and then
voted unanimously on the matter
at hand, to bring back tackle foot-
ball for seventh graders, which it

had banned only five years ago.
Football is a powerful cultural

force in Marshall, a city of about
24,000 people in East Texas,
where high school games can

draw half of the city’s residents
and church ends early on Sundays
when the Dallas Cowboys are
playing.

Still, even Marshall has not
been immune to the nationwide
debate over whether and how
young children should play tackle
football — and the shifting demo-
graphics of who is left playing it.

The most urgent battle lines are
forming along the first years of
tackle football, including middle
school in many parts of the coun-

Continued on Page 18

After 5 Years, Youth Football 
Roars Back in East Texas Town

By KEN BELSON

ON DEFENSE

Debating When to Play
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A cargo vessel started capsizing off the
Georgia coast in September, prompting
concerns about the pollution creeping
into the waterways. PAGE 17

NATIONAL 4, 17-27

Worries Rise as a Ship Sinks
An 18-word viral hit seen 3.9 billion
times on YouTube won over toddlers
and World Series fans, but profits have
been harder to capture. PAGE 1

SUNDAY BUSINESS

‘Baby Shark’ Hunts Wallets

WASHINGTON — In the 2017
fiscal year, FedEx owed more than
$1.5 billion in taxes. The next year,
it owed nothing. What changed
was the Trump administration’s
tax cut — for which the company
had lobbied hard.

The public face of its lobbying
effort, which included a tax pro-
posal of its own, was FedEx’s
founder and chief executive,
Frederick Smith, who repeatedly
took to the airwaves to champion
the power of tax cuts. “If you make
the United States a better place to
invest, there is no question in my
mind that we would see a renais-
sance of capital investment,” he
said on an August 2017 radio show
hosted by Larry Kudlow, who is
now chairman of the National
Economic Council.

Four months later, President
Trump signed into law the $1.5 tril-
lion tax cut that became his signa-
ture legislative achievement.
FedEx reaped big savings, bring-
ing its effective tax rate to less
than zero in fiscal year 2018 from
34 percent in fiscal year 2017,
meaning that, over all, the govern-
ment technically owed it money.
But it did not increase investment
in new equipment and other as-
sets in the fiscal year that fol-
lowed, as Mr. Smith said busi-
nesses like his would.

Nearly two years after the tax
law passed, the windfall to corpo-
rations like FedEx is becoming
clear. A New York Times analysis
of data compiled by Capital IQ
shows no statistically meaningful
relationship between the size of
the tax cut that companies and in-
dustries received and the invest-
ments they made. If anything, the
companies that received the big-
gest tax cuts increased their capi-
tal investment by less, on average,
than companies that got smaller
cuts.

FedEx’s financial filings show
that the law has so far saved it at 

INTENSE LOBBYING
BY FEDEX SLASHED
ITS TAX BILL TO $0

A $1.6 BILLION WINDFALL

Pledges to Invest Savings
From the Trump Cut

Were Not Fulfilled

This article is by Jim Tankersley,
Peter Eavis and Ben Casselman.

Continued on Page 22

Anna Louie Sussman PAGE 6

SUNDAY REVIEW

At the last minute, Colin Kaepernick
moved his workout for N.F.L. teams to a
high school as bad blood continued
between him and the league. PAGE 1

SPORTSSUNDAY

No Kneeling, but More Drama

WASHINGTON — John R.
Bolton, President Trump’s na-
tional security adviser, met pri-
vately with the president in Au-
gust as part of a bid to persuade
Mr. Trump to release $391 million
in security assistance to Ukraine,
a senior National Security Council
aide told House impeachment in-
vestigators last month.

The meeting, which has not
been previously reported, came
as Mr. Bolton sought to marshal
Mr. Trump’s cabinet secretaries
and top national security advisers
to convince the president that it
was in the United States’ best in-
terest to unfreeze the funds to help
Ukraine defend itself against Rus-
sia. But Mr. Bolton emerged with
Mr. Trump unmoved, and in-
structed the aide to look for new
opportunities to get those officials
in front of Mr. Trump.

“The extent of my recollection
is that Ambassador Bolton simply
said he wasn’t ready to do it,” said
the aide, Timothy Morrison, refer-
ring to Mr. Trump, according to a
transcript of his testimony re-
leased by House Democrats on
Saturday.

Mr. Bolton, who left the White
House in September, has emerged
over weeks of interviews as per-
haps the single most important
witness who has evaded House
Democrats as they build a case
that Mr. Trump abused the powers
of the presidency by withholding
vital military assistance and a
coveted White House meeting
from Ukraine until it delivered in-
vestigations he wanted. The new
disclosure only makes clearer the
significance of his potential testi-
mony.

It also underlines the dilemma
that House Democrats face over
their decision to press ahead with
proceedings without his testi-
mony. Last week, Mr. Bolton’s law-
yer told House investigators that
his client could discuss “many rel-
evant meetings and conversa-
tions” of interest to their inquiry, 

Aide Disclosed 
Bolton Meeting
About Ukraine

Trump Was Unmoved
After Private Talk

By NICHOLAS FANDOS
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

Continued on Page 24

TWO VERSIONS MSNBC and Fox
News had different takes on the
impeachment hearings. PAGE 25

For a second day, angry crowds called
for the ouster of government officials
over a steep increase in gasoline prices.
Six people were killed. PAGE 10

INTERNATIONAL 6-16

Iranian Protests Turn Deadly

Late Edition
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BATON ROUGE, La. — Gov.
John Bel Edwards of Louisiana,
the only Democratic governor in
the Deep South, narrowly won re-
election Saturday, overcoming the
intervention of President Trump,
who visited the state multiple
times in an effort to help Mr. Ed-
ward’s Republican challenger and
demonstrate his own clout.

It was the second blow at the
ballot box for Mr. Trump this
month in a Republican-leaning
state, following the Democratic
victory in the Kentucky gover-
nor’s race, where the president
also campaigned for the G.O.P.
candidate.

In Louisiana, Mr. Trump had
wagered significant political capi-
tal to try to lift Eddie Rispone, a
businessman who ran against Mr.
Edwards in large part by embrac-
ing the president and his agenda.
Mr. Trump campaigned for Mr.
Rispone twice in the final two

weeks of the race, warning Louisi-
ana voters that a loss would re-
flect poorly on his presidency —
the same appeal he made in Ken-
tucky earlier this month to try to
help Gov. Matt
Bevin, who ulti-
mately lost.

Of the three
governor’s
races this year,
all in deep red
states, Republi-
cans won only
one, in Missis-
sippi. Republi-
cans also lost control of both
chambers of the state legislature
in Virginia, where many Demo-
cratic candidates were sharply
critical of Mr. Trump.

The victory was a deeply per-
sonal one for Mr. Edwards, a con-
servative Democrat in a state and
region where his party can often 

In Louisiana, Governor’s Victory
Shows Limits of Trump’s Support

By RICK ROJAS and JEREMY ALFORD

Continued on Page 27

Gov. Edwards

Today, mostly cloudy, brisk, high 43.
Tonight, mostly cloudy, a bit of rain
late, breezy, low 38. Tomorrow,
cloudy, periodic rain, cold, high 46.
Details, SportsSunday, Page 8.
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For nearly six months, Hong Kong has been torn apart by violent
anti-government protests. We document the faces of the fighters,
activists, adversaries, supporters, allies and casualties. Page A9.

“Only in a totalitarian, distorted society would people be forced to defend it with life and blood.” | K, volunteer medic struck in the eye. 
LAM YIK FEI FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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WASHINGTON — Republicans
have sought for weeks amid the
impeachment inquiry to shift at-
tention to President Trump’s de-
mands that Ukraine investigate
any 2016 election meddling, de-
fending it as a legitimate concern
while Democrats accuse Mr.
Trump of pursuing fringe theories
for his benefit.

The Republican defense of Mr.
Trump became central to the im-
peachment proceedings when
Fiona Hill, a respected Russia
scholar and former senior White
House official, added a harsh cri-
tique during testimony on Thurs-
day.

She told some of Mr. Trump’s
fiercest defenders in Congress
that they were repeating “a fic-
tional narrative.” She said that it
likely came from a disinformation
campaign by Russian security
services, which propagated it.

In a briefing that closely aligned
with Dr. Hill’s testimony, Ameri-
can intelligence officials informed
senators and their aides in recent
weeks that Russia had engaged in
a yearslong campaign to essen-
tially frame Ukraine as responsi-
ble for Moscow’s own hacking of
the 2016 election, according to

three American officials. The
briefing came as Republicans
stepped up their defenses of Mr.
Trump in the Ukraine affair.

The revelations demonstrate
Russia’s persistence in trying to
sow discord among its adversar-
ies — and show that the Kremlin
apparently succeeded, as un-
founded claims about Ukrainian
interference seeped into Republi-
can talking points.

American intelligence agencies
believe Moscow is likely to redou-
ble its efforts as the 2020 presi-
dential campaign intensifies. The
classified briefing for senators
also focused on Russia’s evolving
influence tactics, including its
growing ability to better disguise 

Canard of Ukrainian Meddling? 
Made in Russia, U.S. Spies Assert

By JULIAN E. BARNES
and MATTHEW ROSENBERG

President Vladimir V. Putin
ERALDO PERES/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Continued on Page A21

WASHINGTON — Over four
decades in public life, President
Trump has sought to bend busi-
ness, real-estate and political ri-
vals to his will. Facts that cut
against his position have been de-
clared false. Witnesses who have
questioned his motives have been
declared dishonest. Critics of his
behavior are part of a corrupt,
shadowy effort aiming to damage
him.

And, as he likes to put it, his own
actions are always, to one degree
or another, “perfect.”

That approach — which proved
effective when Mr. Trump faced

off against the special counsel,
Robert S. Mueller III — is about to
face a formidable test as the im-
peachment process moves for-
ward.

The White House and congres-
sional Republicans allied with Mr.
Trump are preparing for a Senate
trial in which they will not only de-
clare Mr. Trump’s innocence but
also present a version of events
that portray him as the victim of a
broad plot to undermine his presi-
dency even before it began.

That narrative will include
claims that Ukrainians meddled 

TRUMP’S DEFENSE:
MALIGN ACCUSERS
AND ATTACK FACTS

‘FRANKLY, I WANT A TRIAL’

Portrayal as a Victim if
Impeachment Moves

to the Senate

By MAGGIE HABERMAN

Continued on Page A20

President Trump honed his
strategy in the Mueller inquiry.

SAMUEL CORUM FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — A highly an-
ticipated report by the Justice De-
partment’s inspector general is
expected to sharply criticize
lower-level F.B.I. officials as well
as bureau leaders involved in the
early stages of the Trump-Russia
investigation, but to absolve the
top ranks of abusing their powers
out of bias against President
Trump, according to people
briefed on a draft.

Investigators for the inspector
general, Michael E. Horowitz, un-
covered errors and omissions in
documents related to the wiretap-
ping of a former Trump campaign
adviser, Carter Page — including
that a low-level lawyer, Kevin
Clinesmith, altered an email that
officials used to prepare to seek
court approval to renew the wire-
tap, the people said.

Mr. Horowitz referred his find-
ings about Mr. Clinesmith to pros-
ecutors for a potential criminal
charge. Mr. Clinesmith left the
Russia investigation in February
2018 after the inspector general
identified him as one of a handful
of F.B.I. officials who expressed
animus toward Mr. Trump in text
messages and resigned about two
months ago, after the inspector
general’s team interviewed him.

Though Mr. Trump’s allies have
seized on the messages from Mr.
Clinesmith and his colleagues as
proof of anti-Trump bias, Mr. Cli-
nesmith has not been a prominent
figure in the partisan firefight
over the investigation. His lawyer
declined to comment, as did a
spokeswoman for Mr. Horowitz.

More broadly, Mr. Horowitz’s
report, to be made public on Dec.
9, portrays the overall effort to
seek the wiretap order and its re-
newals as sloppy and unprofes-
sional, according to the people fa-
miliar with it. He will also sharply
criticize as careless one of the
F.B.I. case agents in New York
handling the matter and say that
the bureau and the Justice De-
partment displayed poor coordi-
nation during the investigation,
they said.

At the same time, the report de-

Report Is Said
To Clear F.B.I.
Of Bias Claims

But Sloppiness Is Cited
in Russia Inquiry

By ADAM GOLDMAN
and CHARLIE SAVAGE

Continued on Page A21

PORTSMOUTH, Ohio — Dylan
Groves had suffered tremen-
dously long before his tiny body
was found in June at the bottom of
a 30-foot well, decomposed and
wrapped in plastic bags. He had
been born a few months earlier
with several drugs in his system,
and had spent his first days in the
care of a foster mother who had
cuddled him while he shook and
sweated through withdrawal.

After 12 days, the foster mother,
Andrea Bowling, was ordered to
return Dylan to his father. “I
begged and pleaded for more
time,” she said she told the coun-
ty’s child welfare agency.

“I told them Dylan’s not ready,
that he needed lots of love and
care, but it fell on deaf ears,” said

Ms. Bowling, who has a son of her
own and has taken in four other
foster children since Dylan left
her house in January.

Ms. Bowling, 41, handed Dylan
to his father, along with blankets,
diapers and a letter that asked the
man to call if he needed any help.
Over the next few weeks, she
asked Scioto County Children
Services several times about Dyl-
an, but received only terse replies
saying she was no longer privy to
that information. Employees
warned her to not be a hindrance
to family reunification.

Ms. Bowling never heard from
Dylan’s parents, and she never
saw Dylan again.

Foster Care Is Failing Children
Where Addiction Hits Hardest

By DAN LEVIN

Continued on Page A17

Michael R. Bloomberg, the bil-
lionaire former mayor of New
York City, spent at least $30 mil-
lion on Friday for a single week of
television ads, a show of financial
force that signals his willingness
to use his vast personal fortune to
reshape the Democratic presiden-
tial race.

The 60-second biographical
commercials will begin on Mon-
day in more than two dozen states
and roughly 100 news media mar-
kets from California to Maine, a
preview of a 2020 campaign budg-
et that could easily stretch into the
nine-figure range.

The scope of Mr. Bloomberg’s
ad buy is staggering. It is more
than all of Mr. Bloomberg’s poten-
tial rivals — other than the other

billionaire running, Tom Steyer —
have spent on television ads all
year, and about double what Sena-
tor Cory Booker had raised in do-
nations from February through
the end of September.

“Mike is prepared to spend
what it takes to defeat Donald
Trump,” said Howard Wolfson, a
top adviser to Mr. Bloomberg,
whose formal announcement of
his candidacy appears imminent.

Rivals were quick to condemn
Mr. Bloomberg, 77, for leveraging
his personal fortune to sway the
race.

“I’m disgusted by the idea that
Michael Bloomberg or any other
billionaire thinks they can circum-

Bloomberg Will Flood Airwaves 
In a $30 Million Week of TV Ads

By SHANE GOLDMACHER

Continued on Page A19

Tesla unveiled an angular, stainless
steel, electric pickup, but a show of its
toughness didn’t go as planned. PAGE B3

BUSINESS B1-6

A Shinier, Pointier Future
Toni Morrison, the giant of American
literature who died in August, was
honored in New York City. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-7

Nobel Laureate Remembered

Since Twitter and Google changed their
policies on political ads, Facebook’s
seem to be pleasing no one. PAGE B1

Facebook Squeezed Over Ads

As climate change lengthens fire sea-
sons, a global system of resource-shar-
ing struggles with the load. Australia is
feeling it now. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-14

Strain in Fighting Wildfires

Vidhya Rajput, a transgender activist,
fights for equal rights, driven by loneli-
ness and an “ache for love.” PAGE A14

Standing Strong in India

Some streets near Rockefeller Center
and Radio City Music Hall will be closed
to traffic during the holidays. PAGE A23

NEW YORK A23, 26

Making Way for Pedestrians

A provost at Indiana University has
earned praise for condemning a profes-
sor’s racist, sexist and homophobic
views while respecting the First
Amendment. PAGE A15

NATIONAL A15-22

A Right to Remain Offensive

Larry David PAGE A25

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25 Maurizio Cattelan’s fully functioning
“America” was stolen from an art show
in England two months ago. PAGE C1

Golden Toilet Is Still Missing

The monthly section looks at the dan-
gers of vaping, understanding the im-
peachment process, “Frozen 2” and
burgers grown in the lab. Grown-ups
can read it, too.

THIS WEEKEND

The New York Times for Kids

A special section offers tips on caring
for yourself and your family during a
time of year that can be both festive
and demanding.

Wellness

Michael J. Pollard got an Oscar nomina-
tion as the outlaw couple’s dimwitted
accomplice. He was 80. 

OBITUARIES B12

‘Bonnie and Clyde’ Sidekick

Late Edition
Today, some sunshine giving way to
clouds, high 47. Tonight, cloudy, rain
from late evening on, low 40. Tomor-
row, cloudy, periodic rain, high 45.
Weather map appears on Page C8.
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George T. Conway III, Steve
Schmidt, John Weaver and
Rick Wilson PAGE A31

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31

Willets Point, a Queens neighborhood of
squalid streets lined with auto repair
shops near Citi Field, La Guardia Air-
port and the National Tennis Center,
finally seems about to be tamed.

SPECIAL SECTION

Curtain Falls on Iron Triangle

Boeing’s move to halt production of the
Max jet could force cutbacks or layoffs
for some of its 600 suppliers. PAGE B1

Fallout for Boeing Suppliers
A top-flight hospital in Doha, Qatar, has
a special clientele: falcons only. And the
lines can get long. PAGE B9

Bird of Prey, With Health Care

Rideback Ranch, a communal
workspace for creative talent, aims to
develop new film and TV ideas. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-8

Breeding Hollywood’s Future
Fathered by peacekeepers in Haiti,
hundreds of children were left behind
with their mothers to face poverty and
social stigma, a study says. PAGE A6

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Abandoned by U.N. Troops

The North Koreans face likely execu-
tion. Before trying to defect, they killed
16 people on their fishing boat. PAGE A9

Seoul Returns 2 Men to North

Michael Kimmelman asks if new archi-
tecture can help heal what ails the city’s
troubled prison system. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-7

What Comes After Rikers

LeBron James and James Harden are
flirting with statistical achievements of
the Wilt Chamberlain variety. PAGE B9

SPORTSTHURSDAY B9-14

In Rarefied N.B.A. Air

Pete Buttigieg’s stock in the presidential
race didn’t rise until he attacked his top
rivals. He may face payback. PAGE A22

Gloves Off, Now Taking Heat

You want festive décor, but also want to
save the planet. Here’s how to make the
holiday season eco-friendly. PAGE D1

THURSDAY STYLES D1-8

Silent Night, Sustainable Night

WASHINGTON — It’s not as if
anyone was expecting a normal
Wednesday to materialize on Cap-
itol Hill. Presidents don’t get im-
peached every day, just like they
generally don’t write six-page ha-
rangues charging Democrats with
“declaring open war on American
Democracy”(that was Tuesday)
or tweet that Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si’s “teeth were falling out of her
mouth” (that was Sunday).

This is what Washington is
dealing with now: the daily ac-
ceptance that whatever notions of
normal and not normal that used
to exist have been scrambled be-
yond recognition. It has been like
this for nearly three years.

Still, Wednesday — a clear and
cold December morning — hit
with a special punch. It was one of
those “step back” days when his-
tory stands out from the pile of
routine chaos. The 45th president
of the United States would be im-
peached on Wednesday. Even in a
nonstop news cycle, that’s a full-
stop sentence. “Impeachment”
can’t be brushed off like a sub-
poena.

It’s happened only twice before.
President Trump seemed espe-
cially haunted by the “very ugly
word, impeachment,” as he put it
in his letter to the Democrats. He
likened his coming impeachment
to an “attempted coup,” an “elec-
tion-nullification scheme” and a
“lynching,” among other things. 

In Washington,
The Abnormal

Feels Routine
By MARK LEIBOVICH

and KATIE ROGERS

Continued on Page A15

On a warm summer evening
last year, Lev Parnas stepped
aboard a private cruise around
New York Harbor for a gathering
of some of Rudolph W. Giuliani’s
closest friends.

The passengers sipped wine
and cocktails while they sailed
past the Statue of Liberty, singing
along as another guest, the enter-
tainer Joe Piscopo, belted out
“Theme from New York, New
York.” Mr. Giuliani, a personal
lawyer to President Trump, re-
laxed on the open deck in a bright
blue polo shirt as the sun set over
Lower Manhattan, a video of the
event shows.

The August 2018 cruise, won in
a charity auction, came at a piv-
otal moment in Mr. Giuliani’s rela-
tionship with Mr. Parnas and his
associate Igor Fruman, both Sovi-
et-born businessmen from Florida
who were among the newest en-
trants to his circle.

Mr. Parnas had recently struck
up a friendship with Mr. Giuliani
while recruiting him for a busi-
ness deal, but now they were on
the verge of something bigger:
teaming to unearth damaging in-
formation on Mr. Trump’s political
rivals.

In the coming months, Mr. Par-
nas and Mr. Fruman helped Mr.
Giuliani carry out a shadow diplo-
macy campaign, sweeping them 

‘Lev and Igor’:
Putting Ukraine

On the Agenda
This article is by Michael Roth-

feld, Ben Protess, William K. Rash-
baum, Kenneth P. Vogel and Andrew
E. Kramer.

Continued on Page A18

WASHINGTON — The House
of Representatives on Wednesday
impeached President Trump for
abuse of power and obstruction of
Congress, making him the third
president in history to be charged
with committing high crimes and
misdemeanors and face removal
by the Senate.

On a day of constitutional con-
sequence and raging partisan ten-
sion, the votes on the two articles
of impeachment fell largely along
party lines, after a bitter debate
that stretched into the evening
and reflected the deep polariza-
tion gripping American politics in
the Trump era.

Only two Democrats opposed
the article on abuse of power,
which accused Mr. Trump of cor-
ruptly using the levers of govern-
ment to solicit election assistance
from Ukraine in the form of inves-
tigations to discredit his Demo-
cratic political rivals. Republicans
were united in opposition. It
passed 230 to 197, with Speaker
Nancy Pelosi gaveling the vote to
a close from the House rostrum.

On the second charge, obstruc-
tion of Congress, a third Democrat
joined Republicans in opposition.
The vote was 229 to 198.

The impeachment votes set the
stage for a historic trial beginning
early next year in the Senate,
which will have final say — 10
months before Mr. Trump faces
re-election — on whether to acquit
the 45th president or convict and
remove him from office. The tim-
ing was uncertain, after Ms. Pelosi
suggested late Wednesday that
she might wait to send the articles
to the Senate, holding them out as
leverage in a negotiation on the
terms of a trial.

Acquittal in the Republican-
controlled chamber may be likely,
but the proceeding is certain to
further aggravate the political and
cultural fault lines in the country
that Mr. Trump’s presidency has
brought into dramatic relief. Re-
gardless of the outcome, the im-
peachment votes in the House put
an indelible stain on Mr. Trump’s
presidency that cannot be wiped
from the public consciousness
with a barrage of tweets or an an-
gry tirade in front of thousands of
his cheering supporters at a cam-
paign rally.

On Wednesday, Democrats
characterized his impeachment
as an urgent action to stop a cor-
rupt president whose misdeeds
had unfolded in plain view from
damaging the United States any
further.

“Over the course of the last
three months, we have found in-
controvertible evidence that Pres-
ident Trump abused his power by
pressuring the newly elected
president of Ukraine to announce
an investigation into President 

After Bitter Fight, House Adopts Charges
of Abuse of Power and Obstruction

By NICHOLAS FANDOS and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

PETE MAROVICH FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Voting on the second article.
ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A13

President Trump denounced his Democratic accusers during a rally on Wednesday in Battle Creek, Mich. “There’s no crime,” he said.

A federal appeals court sent the case
back to a federal district judge in Texas
to determine if other parts of the Af-
fordable Care Act can stand. PAGE A21

NATIONAL A11-23

Health Mandate Struck Down

BATTLE CREEK, Mich. —
President Trump angrily re-
sponded to the impeachment he
had long been dreading on
Wednesday, lashing out at his
Democratic accusers in a ram-
bling two-hour speech and calling
for their defeat in November.

Moments after the House
passed two articles of impeach-
ment against him, he told a cam-
paign rally in a state he won in
2016 that is crucial to his re-elec-
tion that the vote was an attempt
to “nullify the ballots of tens of
millions of patriotic Americans.”

But in his mostly unscripted re-
marks, Mr. Trump claimed he was
enjoying himself.

“They said there’s no crime,” he
said. “There’s no crime. I’m the
first person to ever get impeached
and there’s no crime. I feel guilty.
It’s impeachment lite.”

He paused before adding, “I
don’t know about you, but I’m hav-
ing a good time.”

His rejoinder presented the re-
markable image of a combative
president standing unbowed be-
fore his core supporters even as
he became the third in American
history to be impeached.

But more often he seemed em-
bittered, mocking the physical ap-
pearance of his rivals, attacking
the news media, calling a female
protester a “slob” and a “disgust-
ing person,” and suggesting that 

Rally Becomes
‘A Good Time’

To Vent Anger
This article is by Michael Crowley,

Annie Karni and Maggie Ha-
berman.

Continued on Page A21

WASHINGTON — For the
most unpredictable of presidents,
it was the most predictable of
outcomes. Is anyone really sur-
prised that President Trump was
impeached? His defiant disre-
gard for red lines arguably made
him an impeachment waiting to
happen.

From the day he took office,
Mr. Trump made clear that he
would not abide by the conven-
tions of the system he inherited.
So perhaps it was inevitable that
at some point he would go too far
for the opposition party, leading
to a historic day of debate on the
House floor where he was alter-
nately depicted as a constitu-
tional villain or victim.

The proximate charge as Dem-
ocrats impeached him for high
crimes and misdemeanors on
party-line votes Wednesday
night was the president’s cam-
paign to pressure Ukraine to
help him against his domestic
political rivals while withholding
security aid. But long before
Ukraine consumed the capital,
Mr. Trump had sought to bend
the instruments of government
to his own purposes even if it
meant pushing boundaries that
had been sacrosanct for a gener-
ation.

Over nearly three years in
office, he has become the most
polarizing figure in a country
stewing in toxic politics. He has
punished enemies and, many

argue, undermined democratic
institutions. Disregarding advice
that restrained other presidents,
Mr. Trump kept his real estate
business despite the Constitu-
tion’s emoluments clause, paid
hush money to an alleged par-
amour and sought to impede
investigations that threatened
him.

His constant stream of false-
hoods, including about his deal-
ings with Ukraine, undermined
his credibility both at home and
abroad, even as his supporters
saw him as a challenger to a
corrupt status quo subjected to
partisan persecution.

Impeachments come at times
of tumult, when pent-up pres-

NEWS ANALYSIS

A Crossroads for a Nation in Tumult
By PETER BAKER

Speaker Nancy Pelosi during the voting. She called it “tragic” that impeachment was necessary.
ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Today, plenty of sunshine, brisk,
colder, high 27. Tonight, clear skies,
cold, low 21. Tomorrow, sunny skies,
not as cold of an afternoon, high 34.
Weather map appears on Page B10.
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