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Do You Think You’ve Had A Bad Day? 

Consider Jaguar’s Latest Car Shipment 

Salvage workers today boarded a car 

carrier deliberately stranded on a 

sandbank in an attempt to stabi-

lise it before the arrival of 50mph 

winds. 

 

The Hoegh Osaka, which has at 

least £35million of cars on board 

including Jaguars and Land Rov-

ers, was deliberately grounded on 

Saturday night. 

 

The ship is currently located on 

the Bramble Bank in the Solent 

between Southampton and the 

Isle of Wight, having sailed from 

the Hampshire port. 

 

The vessel began to list as it left 

the port, forcing the captain and 

pilot to beach it on the sandbank 

to prevent it turning over into the 

sea. 

 

It prompted a major rescue operation as 

the 24 crew members and a pilot had to 

be taken to safety by coastguard helicop-

ter and RNLI lifeboats. 

 

Two people suffered non-life threatening 

injuries and were taken to hospital. Now, 

the 52,000-tonne ship registered in Sin-

gapore is listing at 45 degrees. 

 

And salvors now want to ensure the ship 

will be as stable as possible to survive the 

50mph winds forecast locally by the 

Met Office on Wednesday. 

The salvage operation could take 

weeks, while an exclusion zone has 

been set up to prevent small vessels 

interfering with the tugs and other 

shipping. 

 

Salvage company Svitzer has been 

appointed to lead the operation to re-

float the ship. 

 

A Marine and Coastguard Agency 

(MCA) spokesman said experts from 

Svitzer had gone on board to begin an 

inspection of the vessel. 

 

He said: ‘The car carrier Hoegh Osaka 

remains grounded on the Bramble Bank 

in the Solent. Sal-

vors from Svitzer 

have today boarded 

the vessel. 

 

‘There remains no 

reported pollution 

from the vessel 

which rests listing 

at 45 degrees. 

 

‘The Maritime and 

Coastguard Agen-

cy's Counter Pollu-

tion Team will con-

tinue to monitor the 

vessel which is 

currently assessed 

as being stable.  

 

‘Salvage plans are 

being developed by 

Svitzer and will be 

reviewed by the Secretary of State's Rep-

resentative for Maritime Salvage & Inter-

vention (SOSREP). 

 

‘For safety reasons there is a 200-metre 

exclusion zone around the grounded ves-

sel and a one mile and 2,000ft air exclu-

sion zone. 

 

Daily Mail Feb 9, 2015 

—cont’d on p. 2 

http://www.jcna.com
http://www.WMJR.org
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/wmjr
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2896966/Cargo-ship-carrying-1-400-luxury-cars-DELIBERATELY-grounded-Isle-Wight-stop-capsizing-says-owner.html


     Page 2 

‘There is no impact on vessels transiting 

the Solent as the vessel is not within a 

shipping channel.’ 

 

Simon Boxall, oceanographer at 

the University of Southampton's 

National Oceanography Centre, 

said a close inspection would 

have to be carried out to estab-

lish whether the ship had been 

damaged and whether the cargo 

of cars had shifted inside. 

 

This would help to establish 

whether the ship was capable of 

being refloated. 

 

He said: ‘The key thing is take 

things gently. There were re-

ports of trying to refloat it yes-

terday but they weren't planning 

to. 

 

‘The reason is they want to know if the 

structure is still together. They don't 

want to just drag it off and it splits in 

two, causing the major disaster that they 

have so far avoided. 

 

‘They need to make sure it is capable of 

floating first and establish the best time 

and best way of doing this.’ 

 

An investigation has now been launched 

and Southampton port director, Nick 

Ridehalgh, from Associated British 

Ports, said that it was possible that hu-

man error could be behind the incident 

which sparked a major search and rescue 

operation. 

 

'There could be an element of human 

error. We won't know until the investiga-

tion is complete. There was potential if 

the action hadn't happened for the vessel 

to capsize,' he said. 

 

A spokesman for ABP said: 'It is well 

established that these things can arise 

from human error.  

 

'Not just the steering, it could be me-

chanical, human error or a combination 

of the two. But no one knows until the 

investigation is complete.' 

 

All 25 crew members were rescued 

from the ship by the RNLI and coast-

guard and two were taken to hospital 

with minor injuries, including one who 

suffered a broken leg. 

 

The ship is carrying 65 MINIs and a 

Rolls-Royce Wraith worth £200,000. 

Professor Boxall said: 'Of course it 

could be down to human error, that is 

always possible. 

 

‘The first question is, why was the ship 

listing so severely, that is not normal. It 

could be that the cargo had shifted and 

it was not loaded correctly. 

 

'It is possible that the wrong tank may 

have been refuelled. It could be a hu-

man or a mechanical error, but we will 

have to wait until the result of the in-

vestigation.' 

 

Captain John Noble, a marine salvage 

expert from Southampton, said some-

thing 'clearly went wrong' just 45 

minutes after leaving Southampton. 

 

He said: 'This is a matter which will be 

closely investigated because something 

clearly went wrong very quickly after 

she left the berth. 

 

‘That required drastic action to save the 

crew and the ship so it is unique from 

that point of view. 

 

'The pilot would have had close 

knowledge of the water, so when the 

situation deteriorated, he would have had 

very good knowledge of the Bramble 

Bank, where it was advised to be the best 

place to beach the ship.  

 

'I have never seen anything quite like 

this. They (salvage operations) 

are all quite different, but this 

one is more different from usual. 

It could well be there for a 

month.' 

 

Ingar Skiaker, the chief execu-

tive officer of Hoegh Autoliners, 

which own the vessel, praised 

the 'great skill and seamanship' 

of the pilot and master, who 

took the decision to steer the 

ship into Bramble Bank. 

 

'Our vessel developed a severe 

list shortly after she left port and 

the pilot and the master took the 

decision to save the vessel and 

its crew by grounding her on the bank,' 

he said. 

 

'This showed great skill and seamanship 

on behalf of our crew when faced with 

such challenging circumstances. 

 

'At this stage it is too early to speculate 

on the cause of the list but we are start-

ing an immediate investigation. 

 

'Right now we have serious work ahead 

of us in order to free the vessel from the 

Bramble Bank without disrupting the 

flow of traffic in and out of the Port of 

Southampton. 

 

'An investigation is ongoing as to what 

occurred last night and that is being con-

ducted by the MAIB (Marine Accident 

Investigation Branch).' 

 

He confirmed 'no oil or other substances' 

had leaked from the vessel and when 

asked whether there were too many vehi-

cles on board, he replied: 'No, the vessel 

was only one-third full.' 

 

Svitzer will spend the next few days go-

ing on board the ship to establish if the 

cargo, which also includes 70 to 80 piec-

es of construction equipment, had shift-

ed. 

WHAT'S IN THE HOEGH OSAKA? 

 

The 52,000-tonne cargo ship is carrying 

1,400 luxury cars, including: 

1,200 Jaguars and Land Rovers 

65 MINIs 

Rolls-Royce Wraith worth £20,000  

105 JCB earth moving machines 

Jaguar Car Ferry Aground—cont’d from p. 1 
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Connecting Drive-On-The-Right China To Drive-On-The-Left Hong Kong 

A Serpentine Bridge 
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Norman Dewis OBE 

From The Telegraph 

www.telegraph.co.uk 

 

By Andrew English 31 Dec 

2014 

 

There will be those who’ll say 

under their breath that it’s not 

before time, but the celebra-

tions over Norman Dewis’s 

OBE, announced in the New 

Year Honours list, will drown 

out the perhaps understanda-

ble grumps. 

 

This pint-sized, 94-year old for-

mer test driver for Jaguar helped 

develop one of the greatest-ever 

developments in automotive 

braking, the disc brake, which 

has probably saved tens of thou-

sands of lives over the years. 

 

In his 33 year career with the 

Coventry car maker, he was also a 

key part of the team which devel-

oped and raced the three-times Le 

Mans winning D-Type sports 

racing car; is a member of the 

last surviving all-British Mille 

Miglia crew; and helped de-

velop some of the world’s 

most important sports cars 

and saloons in the world in-

cluding the E-type and the XJ 

saloon. 

 

“Oh I’m delighted,” said 

Dewis today. “It was a big 

surprise and I’m very honoured to 

receive it. It’s a very personal 

thing and I feel it’s a bonus.” 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/car-manufacturers/jaguar/11319297/Norman-Dewis-famed-Jaguar-test-driver-to-be-made-OBE.html
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Norman Dewis OBE—cont’d from p. 4 

 

Many folk including Ralph Speth, 

Jaguar Land Rover’s chief execu-

tive and Telegraph Cars have 

called for Dewis to be honoured, 

and staff at JLR including Speth 

are overjoyed at the decision to 

make him an Officer of the Most 

Excellent Order of the British Em-

pire. Perhaps it’s the doubtless 

coincidental fact that this is 

Jaguar’s 80th celebration year that 

has spurred the honour, perhaps 

not, but it’s long overdue, particu-

larly when you consider the risks 

he ran when developing the disc 

brake. 

 

“They’d been fitted to a XK120, 

and were terrible things, burning 

out, boiling the fluid,” Dewis told 

Telegraph Cars in February 2014. 

“I was asked to help out and said 

we needed to fit them to the fast-

est car we made, the C-type.” 

 

This was January 1952; proto-

type C-type 001 was duly con-

verted, and the small team of 

Dunlop and Jaguar engineers was 

set up, testing in secret at a for-

mer RAF aerodrome at Perton 

near Wolverhampton. 

 

“Oh yes, it was dangerous,” says 

Dewis quietly. “Sometimes I’d 

be driving at 130mph and there’d 

be no brakes. The pedal would 

sink to the floor and I have to 

take to the grass.” 

 

Dewis reckons the honour has 

been awarded for his entire ca-

reer, however, not just the disc 

brake. 

 

“It’s probably for the overall ex-

perience,” he said, “for all the 

time I’ve been at Jaguar. You 

need to remember just how ad-

vanced some of the cars we were 

working on were. The D-Type 

was the first car with no chassis, 

so it was really new technology, 

and two years later the E-type was 

the first road-car application of 

that. It wasn’t until two years after 

that Formula One picked up the 

same technology.” 

 

So congratulations Norman. 

We’re sure there isn't a motoring 

enthusiast who won’t be raising a 

glass to you this New Year’s Eve. 
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Not Paid Your 2015 Dues? 

Don’t Worry—We’re Still Friends! 

Just contact John Green, our Secretary / Treasurer 

Contact information on page 10 
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For Sale 

XJ8 Jaguar with 92,426 miles.  8 cylinder automatic.  British 

Racing Green with a few dings, but overall body in good shape. 

Tan interior in pretty good shape.  Has a new radiator and 

cooling fans.  Asking $2,700...negotiable.  Owner's name is Alisa; 

contact via Leonard Thomas at 801-230-5898. 

Club Officers 
Reappointed by acclamation 

For 2015 
President 

Jerry Gill, 801-272-7274 

camberley2000@hotmail.com 

Vice President 

Jim Klekas, 801-971-6060 

jklekas@aol.com 

Past President 

Duane Allred 

801-943-9253 

Secretary / Treasurer 

John Green, 801-451-5776 

carousell2@msn.com 

Activities Committee 

Susan Cady, 801-731-1599 

cadysue1599@msn.com 

Kay Jennings 801-274-2671 

jenningscarbarn@gmail.com 

Barbara Smithen, 801-278-2451 

smithenrn@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Publisher / Webmaster 

Gary Lindstrom, 801-554-3823 

gary@cs.utah.edu 

mailto:camberley2000@hotmail.com
mailto:jklekas@aol.com
mailto:carousell2@msn.com
mailto:cadysue1599@msn.com
mailto:jenningscarbarn@gmail.com
mailto:smithenrn@yahoo.com
mailto:gary@cs.utah.edu


     

 

Saturday March 21 

Catdance Film Festival 

Details in March issue 

 

March 20-21 

JCNA Annual General Meeting 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

April 

Drive and brunch at Silver Fork Lodge, 

Brighton 

 

May 

Dust off drive 

 

Saturday June 20 

British Field Day 

 

Thursday July 2 

Eaglewood Festival of Speed 
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Passing Cars 

When You Can’t See 

May Get You  

A Glimpse 

Of Eternity 
 

—Burma Shave, 1959 

Event Calendar 

 

August 

BBQ at Borg Family Cabin, Midway 

 

Saturday August 15 

Classic Car Show Park City 

With Bonneville Austin Healey Club 

 

September 17-20 

JCNA Challenge Championship 

Elkhart Lake, WI 

 

September 

Drive 

 

October 

Hallowe’en Party 

 

December 

Christmas Party 

 

 


